
BUFFALO’S REVITALIZATION 
CRUSADER MAGIS

CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL

TODAY
SPRING 2016



Canisius High School

TODAY
SPRING 2016

CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL
1180 Delaware Avenue • Buffalo, NY 14209
716.882.0466 
www.canisiushigh.org

canisiushs

@canisiushs

@canisiushs

linkedin.com/company/
canisius-high-school

BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
Chair: Mr. Robert J. Reger ‘66
Vice Chair: Mr. Ronald A. Raccuia ‘86

Mr. Peter M. Augustine ‘83
Rev. Vincent L. Biagi, S.J.
Rev. Kenneth J. Boller, S.J.
Rev. David S. Ciancimino, S.J.
Mr. John R. Connolly ‘68
Mr. Ralph A. Coppola ‘66
Hon. John M. Curran ‘77
Sr. Charlene M. Fontana, S.S.J.
Ms. Anne D. Gioia
Mr. Matthew S. Hamp ‘71
Rev. Philip G. Judge, S.J.
Mr. Kenneth J. Kencel ‘77
Dr. Thomas A. Lombardo, Jr. ‘65
Mr. Michael D. Madden ‘67
Mr. Rocco J. Maggiotto ‘68
Mr. Anthony L. Manzella ‘72
Mr. Daniel P. Mecca ‘87
Rev. Joseph S. Rogliano
Ms. Maureen T. Schmitt

NON-VOTING BOARD MEMBERS:
Mr. Andrew A. DiPasquale ‘90
Mr. Eric C. Amodeo ‘94



Fr. David S. Ciancimino, S.J.
President

Ms. Andrea Tyrpak-Endres
Principal

Mr. Craig A. Harris
Vice President for
Institutional Advancement

Mr. Robert J. Schoellkopf ‘00
Vice President of Finance & Chief 
Financial Officer

OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL 
ADVANCEMENT

Ms. Deborah Burke
Director of Annual Giving

Ms. Ginger Geoffery
Director of Communications

Ms. Colleen Sellick
Director of Special Events

Ms. Patricia Vukelic
Advancement Services Coordinator

Mr. Paul Zablocki ‘01
Director of Alumni Relations

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Fr. David S. Ciancimino, S.J.
Ms. Andrea Tyrpak-Endres
Ms. Ginger Geoffery
Mr. Martin J. Haumesser

LAYOUT DESIGN
Ms. Lindsay van Harssel

PHOTOGRAPHY
Fr. Fred Betti, S.J. 
Ms. Ginger Geoffery
Mr. Tom Wolf
Mr. William Wolf ‘09
Mr. Elliott Jerge ‘16

WHAT’S 
INSIDE

FEATURES

12 FACULTY 
SPOTLIGHT

Mr. Russell White has seen many changes 
since he first started teaching Chemistry at 
Canisius in 1969. 

16 CREATING A NEW 
HOME

Refugees from Rwanda, Sudan, and other 
troubled regions make up part of the Canisius 
student body.  Because of their history and 
talents, these students make Canisius a 
stronger and richer school, but the transition to 
Buffalo and Canisius is not easy.

18 TRADITION OF 
SERVICE 

“Magis” literally translated is “more.” 
More service to others is working for  
Martin Jay ‘70.

20 SPORTS 
SUCCESS

A perfect season for one Crusaders team, 
and a national championship for another 
are among the athletic highlights this 
school year. 

MORE NEWS

4      President’s Message
14 New STEAM Learning Opportunities
20 Sports Success 

21 Photos – Crusaders in Action 
22 Alumni News & Notes 
27  Class of ‘53 Leader

ON THE COVER

Photo by Elliott Jerge ‘16. Crusaders 
at Canalside.

Buffalo is on the upswing, and several 
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students about Larkinville. The story 
begins on page 6.
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“You know better than I that CHS is a strong and 
tight-knit community. Whether you are a history 
scholar or a math summer ‘schooler’; whether 
athlete or artist;  runner or rower; short or tall; thin or 
not so thin; black or white; straight or gay; Catholic 
or not; whether from the city or the suburbs… we are 
ONE Canisius. 

And as ONE Canisius, we appreciate one another’s 
gifts.  We rejoice in one another’s talents and 
accomplishments. We celebrate one another’s 
differences… because we know we are a stronger, 
better, and richer community because of them.”

This was part of my message to students at the start 
of this school year.  ONE Canisius is a theme echoing 
the ONE Buffalo campaign.  This issue of CHS Today 
highlights alumni committed to the revitalization 
of Buffalo.  You will also read of a student and his 
family who left their homeland and discovered a 
new home in our great city and at CHS.   

To enliven a city or a school, we focus on relationships 
and uniting the hearts and minds of those who fill 
our sidewalks and hallways. We imagine a future 
and create dreams.  We celebrate the diversity of 
gifts great and small that contribute to building a 
strong community.  CHS is a tight-knit and diverse 
community blessed with an abundance of talent.  
Allow me to share some recent highlights and 
accomplishments with you. 

Seniors John Paul Kenney and Tyler Will were named 
National Merit Scholarship Finalists and Presidential 
Scholar candidates.   John Paul has been admitted 
to Yale and Tyler to UNC Chapel Hill and UVA.  Other 
early acceptances: Dan Wrafter to MIT, Andrew 
Slattery to the US Naval Academy, Michael Tierney 
to West Point, John Quinlan to Georgetown and 
Notre Dame, Jake Bennett to USC, Julian Marable 
to Georgetown, Luke Maxwell to Amherst, and Amit 
Gulati to U of Michigan. 

Matthew DellaNeve ‘18 and Logan Gare ‘18 
were selected for the All-County Jazz Ensemble.  
Gregg Mojica ‘16 gained national notoriety when 
Facebook recruited him for a job creating computer 

applications.  Joe Arno ‘17, Warren Arno ‘17, and 
Joe McEachon ‘16 are our newest Eagle Scouts.  Our 
Science Olympiad team members have advanced 
to the State Finals.

Over February break, 28 juniors and 7 members of 
the faculty participated in service immersion trips to 
Nicaragua, Washington, DC, and Wheeling, WV.  

Will Bolton ‘16 and Max Montante ‘17 were named 
to the All-WNY Soccer Team; Justin Jones ‘16 and 
Blake Haubeil ‘17 to the USA Today All-USA NYS 
Football First Team; and Griffin Schmit ‘17 to the All-
WNY Volleyball Team.  Charles Kolber ‘16, a goalie 
on the soccer team, was named a Fall First Team 
WNY Scholar-Athlete. 

In a first for CHS, the squash team won a national 
championship in a competition that drew 1500 
student athletes and 172 teams.  The volleyball 
team won its 16th straight league championship 
while the swim team captured its 14th consecutive 
league championship. Basketball has won 55 
consecutive regular season league games and 7 
straight regular season titles.  Stafford Trueheart ‘16 
has scored over 1,000 points in his basketball career.  
In track, Desmond Nicholas ‘16 won the 55m dash, 
setting a school record, and Alex Buczynski ‘17 was 
the indoor long jump champion at the NYS Catholic 
competition.  

CHS is a strong and rich community precisely 
because we are a diverse community with varied 
interests, talents and abilities. We are united by 
our deep care for one another, faith in God, 
commitment to scholarship, and desire to serve. 

Thank you for your continued care and support for 
CHS and our students today. 

Blessings and gratitude,

Fr. David Ciancimino, S.J.

Dear Loyal Alumni and Friends of Canisius High School,

We are ONE Canisius High School.
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In the second semester each year, our seniors are 
asked to reflect on their lives with special attention to 
their four years here at Canisius.   They are asked to 
look at where they have been, how they have grown 
and changed in their time at Canisius and how this 
affects where they are headed after graduation 
as they head off to college and on to the world of 
adulthood.  This is done through the Grad at Grad 
program.  Each student picks an adult mentor to help 
him through this exercise.  When he is finished, he 
presents it to his religious studies class and his mentor, 
as well as teachers, counselors, and other staff 
members with whom he has had a close relationship 
at Canisius.

A month into these presentations, I am once 
again made very aware of the value of a Canisius 
education in forming the whole person.  Jesuit 
education aims at developing students intellectually, 
spiritually, socially, and physically so that they grow 
into mature adults who use their gifts and talents for 
the betterment of others.   

Nowhere is this more evident than in these few 
months when our seniors talk about the friendships 
and brotherhoods formed, the works of mercy that 
were thought to be done to help others but ended in 
transforming the server, the awareness raised of the 
needs of the poor, the elderly, the marginalized, the 
physically and mentally challenged, the successes 
achieved (academically and athletically) that 
were originally viewed as mountains to climb.  The 
consolations and desolations in the lives of each 
individual student are examined and reflected 
upon in a way that helps him to see the person he 
is becoming—as the Grad at Grad challenges him 
to do—open to growth, intellectually competent, 
religious, loving and committed to justice.  When 
our seniors walk across the auditorium stage at 
graduation in a few weeks, they will have seen how 
they measure up in becoming true men for others.  
This, to me, is what makes Jesuit education so 
important to our world and to our future.   

Ms. Andrea Tyrpak-Endres
Principal

FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL’S 
OFFICE

Stephen Downing ‘16 makes his Grad at Grad 
presentation.

Michael Ferrick ‘16 (left) and J.J. Klein ‘16 (right) with 
principal Ms. Andrea Tyrpak-Endres.
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CRUSADERS
FOR BUFFALO
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Canisius High School alumni at the 
forefront of Buffalo’s resurgence.

 
THE SIGNS ARE EVERYWHERE. 

Buffalo, New York is undergoing an economic 
resurgence that, by all appearances, is the real deal.  
From new construction, to new businesses, more 
apartments and condominiums, and attractions on 
the waterfront, it is hard to miss.

In fact, Canisius High School experienced an effect 
of this upswing recently when the start time for the 
annual Chili Challenge 5K race in February had to 
be changed from noon to 10:00 a.m. at the request 
of the Buffalo Police Department. The reasoning 
was that so many businesses are now open along 
the route through the Elmwood Village on Sundays 
that a noon start would be too disruptive.

While the race is one small example of the city’s 
renaissance impacting Canisius, the school is also 
affecting the good things happening in Buffalo 
by way of involved alumni. From developers and 
business leaders to entrepreneurs and volunteers, 
former Crusaders are making a difference in many 
ways and in many different areas of Western New 
York.

Of course, the list of Buffalo-focused alumni is too 
long to profile in one article. Therefore, what follows 
are a few examples of Canisius graduates who are 
playing a role in the revival of the city and region. 
Each has a different story, but in interviews they all 
point to a common denominator in their success – 
their Canisius High School education.

SHARED HISTORY.

Buffalo was incorporated as a city in 1832. Canisius 
High School was founded in 1870. For more than 
145 years, the city and school have been a part of 
each other’s history through the first World War, the 
Roaring 20s, the Great Depression, World War II and 
the march of time right to the present day. While 
the fortunes of the city went up and down over 
the decades, Canisius High School could always 
be depended on for its hallmark – providing an 
excellent Jesuit education in the heart of Buffalo.

From the beginnings of that common history, 
Canisius High School alumni have had an impact 
on Buffalo. Examples are many. The Most Reverend 
Joseph Burke from the Class of 1905, served as 
Bishop of the Diocese of Buffalo from 1952 to 1962. B. 
John Tutuska ‘30 was the second County Executive 
in Erie County from 1969 to 1971.

Today, the tradition of service, leadership, and 
pride in Buffalo from Canisius High School alumni 
continues. And the community is better for it. 

HEALTHY COLLABORATION.

Thomas R. Beecher, Jr. ‘52 recalls a vastly different 
Buffalo when he attended Canisius High School. 
“Things were humming and it was a very busy place 
with a population of more than 585,000 people,” he 
says. “Post-war production meant there were jobs in 
the steel mills and automotive factories.”

Upon graduation, Beecher went on to the College 
of the Holy Cross in Massachusetts. When he 

This building on Washington Street served as the home of Canisius 
High School from 1870 until the 1940s. From its earliest days, Canisius 
has been producing leaders who have shaped Buffalo including 
The Most Reverend Joseph Burke, Class of 1905, who became the 
Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Buffalo.

Thomas R. Beecher, Jr. ‘52 was instrumental in the 
formation of the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus.
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Upon graduation, Beecher went on to the College of 
the Holy Cross in Massachusetts. When he returned 
to Buffalo to attend U.B. Law School, the area was 
changing. Population flight to the suburbs and the 
decline of industry had begun and the local economy 
began to suffer. Beecher established himself as a 
top lawyer in Buffalo and built a successful practice 
despite the changing times. And throughout his 
career he remained a believer in Buffalo.

About 15 years ago, the idea for a centralized medical 
campus in Buffalo was raised and plans were begun 
by the city. The project had gone through a number 
of fits and starts, when Beecher was recommended to 
the mayor of Buffalo as someone who could get the 
medical campus concept on track. True to form, the 
Buffalo attorney took the lead. Many in Buffalo say the 
medical campus is Beecher’s brainchild and would 
not be happening without him. He humbly explains it 
differently.

“We had all the assets – the University at Buffalo, 
Kaleida Health, Roswell Park Cancer Institute and 
others,” he says. “My role was simply to bring them 
all together and form the collaboration necessary to 
make the medical campus a reality.”

Beecher served as chairman of Buffalo Niagara 
Medical Campus, Inc. during its planning and 
inception, and remains as chairman emeritus. 
Today, the Medical Campus is a consortium of the 
region’s premier health care, life sciences research, 
and medical education institutions, all on 120 acres 
in downtown Buffalo. An incubator facility for new 
businesses and ventures on the campus is named the 
Thomas R. Beecher Innovation Center in recognition 
of Beecher’s role.

Beecher notes that the success of the medical 
campus has grown beyond his wildest dreams. And 
he points to his Canisius High School education as a 
major influence on the role he played as chairman.
 

“My entire Jesuit education is reflected in 
the collaborative model we established 
at the Medical Campus,” he concludes. 
“We were taught respect for others, and 
the importance of working together for the 
greater good. Canisius High School was very 
pivotal in where my life has taken me.”

THAT’S THE SPIRIT.

Robert Finan ’09 attended Hamilton College after 
graduating from Canisius and went to work in the 
financial industry in New York City. Sean Insalaco, an 
area business man and marketing professional, sent 
his three sons – Dylan ’10, Sam ’12 and Joe ’14 – to 
Canisius High School.

Sean Insalaco PP ‘10, ‘12, ‘14 (left) and Robert Finan ‘09 
run Tommyrotter Distillery, one of the start-ups that has 
brought new life to Buffalo’s Larkinville neighborhood.
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The Innovation Center on the Buffalo Niagara Medical 
Campus is named in honor of Thomas R. Beecher, Jr. 
‘52
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It was a direct Canisius connection that brought the 
two together and helped start one of the exciting 
new ventures in Buffalo’s Larkin District – Tommyrotter 
Distillery, makers of vodka and American gin.

Finan was working as an investment banking analyst 
in Manhattan when he discovered craft distilleries 
in the Brooklyn area. “I immediately knew this was 
something I wanted to pursue and decided to make 
a career change,” he recalls. “I went to work as the 
first employee of a new distillery in Cooperstown, NY 
and began my education in producing gin, vodka 
and bourbon.”

On a return trip to Buffalo a couple of years ago, Finan 
met Dylan Insalaco at an alumni event at Canisius 
High School. Finan discussed his plans for a distillery in 
Buffalo and the need for finding a location in the city. 
Dylan Insalaco suggested that Finan speak with the 
elder Insalaco who owned a number of properties in 
the city and also invested in start up companies.

That was the start of Tommyrotter Distillery, a Buffalo 
company, producing spirits in the city. Sean Insalaco 
brings his experience in administration, distribution, 
and marketing – he had worked in marketing at Moog 
for years – while Finan brings the knowledge of the 
distilling process as well as government regulations. 

“We have a great fit of Robert’s distilling knowledge, 
youthful energy and enthusiasm with my experience 
and business background to create something 
unique in Buffalo,” Insalaco explains. “Tommyrotter 
Distillery is all about Buffalo, building on our proud 
history and positioning our company for an exciting 
future.” Located at 500 Seneca Street, Tommyrotter 
Distillery is producing hundreds of bottles of gin and 
vodka a week using homegrown New York grains. 
Their products are sold in more than 40 retail stores 
and over 50 restaurants throughout Western New 
York including Rochester. During the warmer months, 
the distillery hosts tastings at the Seneca Street 
location. A national distillery magazine recently rated 
Tommyrotter Gin at 93 out of 100 during nationwide 
tastings, an unheard of rating for a start-up.

Both partners in Tommyrotter Distillery note the 
influence of Canisius High School in the success of 
their business so far. “As students learn at Canisius, it is 
all about relationships, how to work with others, how 
those with different backgrounds can collaborate,” 
says Insalaco. “That is why Robert and I work so well 
together.”

“Canisius faculty always treated you 
like an adult, challenging you to do 
your best,” adds Finan. “Sean and 
I understand that philosophy and 
bring it into our business every day.”

PEOPLE POWER.

Sam Russo ‘01 grew up on Grand Island but his days 
at Canisius High School helped forge a passion for the 
City of Buffalo that continues to grow today.

“Our class was so diverse with many 
connections to different Buffalo 
neighborhoods that, even as a kid 
from the suburbs, I gained a great 
appreciation for the entire city,” he 
says. “That’s part of the reason our 
firm is such a huge proponent of all 
things Buffalo.”

Sam Russo ‘01 talks with current Canisius students at the 
building his company, SelectOne, is renovating for the new 
company headquarters in Larkinville.



Russo, a certified public accountant, is a partner in 
SelectOne, a professional employment agency and 
search firm that provides staffing and recruitment 
services to small to mid-size growth companies in 
Western New York. The firm places as many as 160 
professionals per year in jobs in industry sectors 
ranging from accounting and finance to information 
technology and engineering.

After Canisius High School, Russo earned an 
accounting degree from Canisius College, where 
he says the work ethic he developed in high 
school helped him tremendously. Russo began his 
accounting career as a senior auditor and CPA at 
Ernst & Young and joined SelectOne in 2007. Since 
then, he has seen the changes in Buffalo creating 
more opportunities for his firm to place people in 
good jobs, including expatriates who want to return 
to the area.

“A high tide raises all ships and that is what we 
are seeing throughout a wide variety of different 
industries in Western New York,” Russo explains. 
“That demand drives our business and we are proud 
to play a part in attracting some of the best and 
brightest who want to be part of what is happening 
here.”

Russo notes that Canisius High School continues 
to have an influence on the way he conducts 
business. He says Canisius gave him the skills in 
critical thinking, writing and communication that he 
uses every day. At the same time, he learned about 
relationship building and working with others, skills 
that are critical in his people-centered profession. 

His connections to Canisius include serving on the 
Alumni Board of Directors and staying close to high 
school friends. His connections to the city of Buffalo 
include living in North Buffalo with his wife and two 
young daughters. And that connection is growing 
stronger as SelectOne has purchased a building on 
Seneca Street that they will restore and use as the 
firm’s headquarters. The building has a rich heritage, 
the former home of F.X. Winkler and Sons, once the 
longest free-standing grocery store in the country.

“This building is like our firm’s stake in the ground, 
showing we are for Buffalo and want to contribute 
to the resurgence that is real and happening all 
around us,” Russo concludes. “And I truly believe 
Buffalo would be a different place without the 
influence of Canisius High School. The school is a big 
part of who I am and my appreciation goes way 
beyond feeling grateful.”

NEW SPINS ON BUFFALO.

Matt Davison ‘99 remembers the “Renaissance 
Man” philosophy extolled during his time at Canisius 
High School, where education focused on caring 
for the whole person. It seems appropriate then 
that he could be called a renaissance man today, 
seeing the many ways he has been involved in the 
resurgence of Buffalo.

Davison is managing partner in Martin Davison 
Public Relations, one of the city’s top PR firms 
serving clients such as the PGA Tour, Independent 
Health, Cabella’s and Dave & Busters. He is also 
an owner of a 15-person beer bike sponsored by 
Consumer’s Beverages that provides tours of Buffalo 
as participants provide the pedal power and enjoy 
cold beverages. In a related venture, Davison edits 
and publishes a craft beer magazine that focuses 
on the booming craft beer industry, including its 
continuing growth in Buffalo.

After graduating from Canisius, where he played 
baseball under Coach Bryan Tenney ‘76, Davison 
went to the University of Rochester. In college, 
he began to develop an interest in politics and 
public affairs. He served as chair of the Fraternities 
President’s Council, and at one point interned in 
the U.S. Senator Hillary Clinton’s Western New York 
Office under the direction of James Keane.
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Matt Davison ‘99 is a leader on multiple new projects 
in Buffalo, including the Explore & More Children’s 
Museum move to Canalside, and a magazine focused 
on Buffalo’s growing craft beer industry.
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Upon graduation, Davison went to work in  
Washington for Fleishman-Hillard International 
Communications, one of the largest PR firms in  
the world. From there, he worked as a senate press 
secretary for Senator Mark Dayton, now the governor 
of Minnesota. Other career stops included the 
American Iron and Steel Institute in Washington and 
eventually the path led back to Buffalo including 
positions with the Peace Bridge Authority and the 
Erie Canal Harbor Development Corporation.

“So much of my success can be traced back 
to the influence of Canisius where the personal 
commitment of faculty helped you believe in 
yourself,” Davison recalls. “I particularly remember 
Father Ciancimino going out his way to make you 
feel at home at the school, especially for a kid like 
me from Hamburg.”

Davison formed his own PR firm, AMDG Public Affairs 
in Buffalo. As most Canisius alumni will remember, 
AMDG stands for “Ad majorem Dei gloriam” 
translated “For the greater glory of God”. It’s a 
Jesuit motto used often at Canisius. For Davison it’s 
a reference to his high school experience where he 
says he learned the world is bigger than just himself. 
Last year, the firm merged with The Martin Group, a 
top advertising agency in the area, to form the PR 
division, Martin Davison.

Of all his involvement in Buffalo, Davison seems 
most proud of his work as volunteer president of the 
Explore & More Children’s Museum. Now located 
in East Aurora, plans are underway to move the 
museum to a new facility at Canalside, building on 
the excitement happening in that area of the city. 
As the father of two boys – Jack, 3 and Will, almost 
1, who he plans on sending to Canisius – Davison 
sees the museum as an important educational 
component of Buffalo’s turnaround.

“Our city’s future depends on education for our 
children and the new location for the museum will 
mean greater access for more children to learn,” 
Davison concludes. “I believe it is critical to Buffalo’s 
diversity and equal opportunities for all children. 
That belief has its roots in my Jesuit education at 
Canisius.”

SHINING EXAMPLES IN BLUE AND GOLD.

The profiles shared here represent just a small sample 
of Canisius High School alumni who are writing the 

next chapters in the shared history of the school and 
the city of Buffalo. 

Other examples abound.  Carl Montante ’60, 
Carl Montante, Jr. ’84, and Michael Montante 
’86 led Uniland Development Company through 
two recent major projects downtown, building 
new headquarters for both Delaware North and 
Catholic Health.  Thomas Montante ’61 and his 
company, TM Montante, are redeveloping the site 
of the former Millard Fillmore Gates Hospital into a 
mixed use urban district a couple of blocks from 
Canisius High School.  Noel Sutton ’95 is making his 
mark with beautiful, historical restoration of buildings 
and homes in Allentown.  Christian Willmott ‘04 and 
Michael Dimmer ’04 tapped the success of their 
Black Market Food Truck and opened Marble and 
Rye, one of the city’s hottest new restaurants on 
Genesee Street downtown.

Throughout all of the changes in Buffalo, the ups 
and the downs, Canisius High School has been a 
consistent source of educational excellence. Now, 
as the city continues its renewed progress, Buffalo 
can count on the Crusader community to help lead 
the way.

An artist’s rendering of the proposed Explore & More 
Children’s Museum at Canalside.
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Current Crusaders are studying Buffalo’s 
revitalization.

Parts of Buffalo are buzzing with the sounds of 
construction crews working on new buildings and 
revitalizing old ones, and much of this activity can 
be traced to the “Buffalo Billion”.  New York State 
is funneling $1 billion in cash and tax incentives into 
the region over several years to grow an economy 
that’s experienced several decades of decline.  
Whether the Buffalo Billion will have the impact 
of a long lasting improved economy for Buffalo is 
a question being studied by some Canisius High 
School students.  Crusaders in history, social justice, 
and even architecture classes are taking a look at 
aspects of the Buffalo Billion.

From a social justice standpoint, some students are 
examining the impact of the Buffalo Billion in some 
of the city’s other neighborhoods.  “The waterfront 
and downtown expansion are great for the city but 
you just have to look down the streets to find the real 
problems associated with Buffalo. Poverty is a huge 
problem,” says Wes Rider ‘16. Mr. Rider collaborated 
with Noah Johnston ‘16 to research this topic for 
their Social Justice class.  While they acknowledge 
the Buffalo Billion is creating jobs, they have doubts 
the Billion will spur investment in poor neighborhoods 
or create many job opportunities for those who live 
there.

“Money is being directed towards 
the wrong parts of the city; while 
some thrive, others struggle to stay 
afloat,” says Noah Johnston ‘16.

Architecture students are looking at Buffalo’s 
buildings as one of the city’s great assets. On tours 
downtown, students study and draw significant 
buildings that have been restored or repurposed, 
and others that have potential for new uses.

The History of Western New York class will spend a few 
weeks this spring taking a closer look at the Buffalo 
Billion within a historical context.  They’ll consider how 
and why Buffalo has changed over the decades 
and centuries, and the potential for lasting impact 
from the billion-dollar investment.  Students in this 
class, however, first spent time researching Canisius’ 
history – a good lesson in repurposing buildings since 
the oldest part of the current school was built as a 
private home, and then the Free Masons expanded 
it into the group’s Buffalo Consistory Temple. 

By examining history and applying critical thinking 
to questions about the current revitalization, today’s 
Canisius students will be better prepared to be 
Buffalo’s future leaders whether the Buffalo Billion 
turns out to be a long term success or not.Dan Barry ‘16 (left) and Mike Ye ‘16 wear gloves to protect 

old documents as they research the history of Canisius High 
School.

THE FUTURE 
OF BUFFALO

Vacant houses are common just a few blocks away from where 
the city is experiencing revitalization. Canisius students consider 
whether money invested in Buffalo will help residents in these 
neighborhoods.
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Mr. Russell White has adapted 
well to many changes during his 
decades of teaching at Canisius.
“I thought I might only be here for a few months,” 
says Mr. Russell White as he recalls being hired as a 
temporary science teacher at Canisius High School 
in January 1969.  A few months turned into 47 years 
and counting.  Mr. White is now the longest serving 
faculty member on the current Canisius staff.  He’s 
taught chemistry to thousands of young men over 
the years, including the children and grandchildren 
of previous students, and witnessed many changes 
in the school and the teaching process.

Among the changes, when Mr. White was hired at 
Canisius approximately half the faculty members 
were Jesuits. Jesuit or non-Jesuit, all the teachers 
wore black academic gowns in the classrooms. 
Those gowns helped set an authoritative tone for 
teachers at a time when 30+ students in a class was 
normal.  Today, class sizes are smaller and the tone 
is a bit different. “Now it’s much more collaborative 
and more productive,” explains White, “You’re not 
talking so much ‘at’ the kids now, you’re working 
with them and the students learn more.”

Teaching chemistry has changed a bit as well. 

“Atomic structure is still atomic 

structure but technology has 

opened up new ways to teach,” 

says White. “I used to draw cheesy 

diagrams on the board, and now I 

can pull up a video that’s a much 

better representation.”

Principal Ms. Andrea Tyrpak-Endres has worked with 
Mr. White her entire career at Canisius.  To her, he 
was one of the “nice older guys” on the faculty 
when she first came to Canisius as a teacher in the 
1970s. “When I did the math many years later, I 
figured out that he was 31 when I was thinking this!” 
laughs Ms. Tyrpak-Endres.  Mr. White’s dedication 
and care for the students though are what truly 
stood out for Ms. Tyrpak-Endres. “Throughout the 

years, students and parents have praised him for 
his ability to make chemistry understandable.”

For Mr. White, the best part of teaching at Canisius 
is seeing former students grow up and move into 
positions of responsibility. “It is a very satisfying 
feeling to think that you played a minor role in that 
young man’s life,” says Mr. White.

Mr. White calls today’s teaching methods more 
“collaborative” than decades past.  In this photo he’s 
working one on one with Jared Jeziorowski ‘17.
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SPOTLIGHT
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Mr. White started teaching at Canisius in 1969. A little known 
fact about Mr. White: As a child in the 1950s, he was in the 
control group during the field trials of the Salk Polio vaccine.

Mr. White in the 1970 yearbook. This was his first full 
year teaching at Canisius.



Canisius High School’s 

Higher Achievement  
Program

Where summer FUN HAPPENS!

www.canisiushigh.org/hap or call 716.200.0204

HAP is a five week, full-day summer camp designed 
specifically for boys who have completed 7th grade. 
It provides a unique blend of academics, fitness, 
esteem-building activities, and field trips. HAP is 
reasonably priced, although grants are available to 
qualified families. Register by May 6 to secure a spot! 
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STEAM LEARNING
AT CANISIUS
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From ceramics to the Science Olympiad, 
students respond to hands-on learning 
opportunities.

For the spring semester, Canisius expanded its  
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, math) 
offerings with the addition of a new kiln in the 3E5 
classroom.  Although the kiln is currently used by art 
students for ceramics, working with clay and firing it in 
the kiln involve additional disciplines such as science and 
math. For example, the kiln can heat to at least 2,500 
degrees, but many ceramics pieces should be fired at 
a lower temperature. Students must consider several 
variables to determine the correct temperature for each 
project.

Working with clay also challenges students in ways that 
many other classes do not. “It’s extremely tactile,” say art 
teacher Mrs. Catherine Pitek. “It’s active, and uses large 
motor skills.” 

An Oishei foundation grant obtained through EdCo 
(Education Collaborative of Western New York) allowed 
Canisius to purchase the Skutt automatic kiln. Science 
teacher Mr. Steven Wanzer and fine arts teacher Mr. 
Kevin Durkin wrote the grant after their successful efforts 
last year in obtaining the STEAM grant used for upgrades 
to engineering course offerings.

Art teacher Mrs. Pitek helps Hubert Gitego ‘17 with clay 
shaping techniques. Mrs. Pitek would eventually like to add 
a sculpture class to the art curriculum.

For the second time in five years, Canisius students 
advanced to the State Science Olympiad in Syracuse 
where they competed against the other top 49 teams 
in the state.  The Science Olympiad tests students’ 
knowledge of science and engineering principles 
beyond standard high school levels. The Canisius 
Science Olympiad team was founded in 2011 by science 
teacher Mr. Robert Cain.

Canisius students competed in 20 events at the regional 
Science Olympiad and medaled in Anatomy and 
Physiology, Experimental Design, Game On, Geologic 
Mapping, Hydrogeology, Optics, and Robot Arm.

The kiln can fire up to 100 pieces at a time. Ian Clark-Gullick ‘16 
(left) and Nicholas Rine ‘16 are art club members.

Mitchell Rosati ‘17 is one of the 140 students, all 
juniors and freshmen, currently taking ceramics 
classes at Canisius.

Peter Fiorica ‘16 began volunteering for 
the Canisius phonathon as a sophomore 
because his older brother, Michael ‘14, was 
volunteering and Peter needed a ride home.

Peter soon found that he enjoyed talking 
to alumni on the phone and explaining 
how the Blue Doors Annual Fund helps 
provide service learning opportunities for 
students. He’s grown into a valuable pho-
nathon leader.

We are One Canisius. Whether students 
or alumni, family or friends, we all have 
talents or resources to contribute.

Any gift, no matter the size, can make a 
difference in a student’s life.  Make yours 
today at canisiushigh.org/giving or 
call 716-200-0261. 

ONE
CANISIUS

Peter Fiorica ‘16
Phonathon Leader

Fiorica works with Aaron Fiust-Klink ‘16 
at Phonathon.

Fiorica works with Aaron Fiust-Klink ‘16 
at Phonathon.
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Students with ties to other parts of the world, 
whose families have endured hardships, 
are making Canisius a stronger and richer 
school.

“Call me ‘E’”, says Irenee Nkera ‘16, “Lots of my 
friends call me ‘E’”.  

Aside from the uncommon name, Irenee doesn’t 
seem much different from his Canisius High School 
classmates.  He speaks English with no distinct 
accent; he is friendly, involved in many school 
activities, and preparing to go to college in the fall.  
It is the story of his journey to Canisius that is different 
from most of his classmates.

Irenee is a refugee.  He and his family are from 
Rwanda – a country torn apart by genocide.  
Irenee’s family is Tutsi and fled Rwanda to escape 
the Hutu people who were killing the Tutsi.  Ten 
years ago, on being approved for resettlement in 
the United States, his family learned that Buffalo, 
NY would be their new home.  The transition was 
understandably difficult.  The family had left behind 
everything they owned, said goodbye to relatives 
and friends, some of whom they’d never see again, 
and started over in the middle of winter in a place 
where they didn’t know the language, customs, or 
climate.  “For us it was the first time seeing snow and 
it shocked us,” recalls Irenee.

Seven-year-old Irenee and his three sisters, then 
ages 11, 9, and 4, started school immediately at 
Our Lady of Black Rock School where they took 
on the challenge of learning English while also 
trying to keep up in other subjects. “We were so 
scared of everyone and everything. We could not 
communicate because of the language barrier,” 
says Irenee.  The family found support from their 
church community, the Church of the Assumption, 
and made friends that included other refugees. 
One of those refugee friends encouraged Irenee to 
be more open at school and talk to more people. 
Irenee admits it was difficult, at times, to follow 
that advice, but it worked. His circle of friends and 
happiness grew.

Entering Canisius High School as a freshman in 2012, 
Irenee found Canisius intimidating with so many 
more students than his middle school. He credits 
English teacher Ms. Kathleen Riley with bringing him 
out of his shell.  “I distinctly recall my first encounter 
with Irenee,” says Ms. Riley, “I enjoy standing in 
the middle of the hallway and introducing myself 
to students.  Irenee opted to initiate the greeting 
before I could.”  Ms. Riley had taught in East Africa 
and that experience helped her form a connection 
with Irenee. She encouraged him to join clubs or 
activities.  He joined the track team, and then 
became involved with retreats and immersion 
service trips.  

CREATING 
A NEW HOME
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Irenee Nkera ‘16 with his sisters.

Irenee Nkera ‘16 (center) with friends Ian Nash ’16 
(left) and Brendon Bittner ‘16 (right).
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Irene Nkera ’16 returned to Rwanda for the first time in 
December 2015.

(left to right) Gideon Melesse ’19, Irenee Nkera ’16, Madut Ayiy ’16, 
Doar Doar ’17, Kim Suy ’18. Gideon is originally from Ethiopia, and 
has lived in Buffalo for 4 ½ years. Madut and Doar were both born 
in Sudan. Their families each fled Sudan when Madut and Doar 
were young children. Kim was born in the U.S. after his father fled 
Cambodia.

(left to right) Michael Maung ‘19, Saferino Dour ‘19, and Celestin Awbe ‘19. Michael’s family fled Burma. 
He arrived in the U.S. at age 2. Saferino was born in the U.S. after his family escaped the violence in South 
Sudan. Celestin was born in the Democratic Republic of Congo. He fled with his family to Kenya before 
they resettled in Buffalo in 2011.

Irenee’s story has a downside though. He’s forgotten 
much of his native language and customs.  He and 
his family went back to Rwanda for the first time this 
past December where he met relatives who are 
virtual strangers.  At times, he’s felt like he has a split 
personality, or like he’s lost his identity.  He’s also 
aware of news involving refugees recently as millions 
have fled the fighting in Syria. “It’s bothered my 
mom,” says Irenee, speaking of anti-refugee public 
comments made in recent months by politicians 
and talk show hosts.

Irenee’s story at Canisius is also not entirely unique.  
Canisius’ current student body includes young men 
who are refugees from Burma, Cambodia, Congo, 
Sudan, and Yemen who have their own stories 
about fleeing persecution and adapting to new 
lives.  Irenee says Canisius has been a very positive 
experience for him, teaching him to be more open 

and compassionate.  Now as a senior, Irenee is 
deciding which college to attend in the fall.  He 
wants to study business and finance.  He also makes 
a point of looking out for other students who may 
be having trouble fitting in.  To them, he offers this 
encouraging advice: “Everything happens for a 
reason.  Keep pushing through.”

The Society of Jesus (The Jesuits) has made the care 
of displaced persons an international priority.  As a 
Jesuit ministry, Canisius seeks to create a welcoming 
school community in which students who have 
been displaced from their homelands can find a 
new home.  Students who are refugees, like Irenee, 
have taught us that Canisius is a stronger and richer 
school because of them and their particular history, 
gifts, talents and place in our community.
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MEN FOR OTHERS 
TRADITION OF SERVICE
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“Marty has demonstrated exactly 
what we seek in our graduates.” 
– Ronald Ahrens ‘91, director of Ignatian 
service at Canisius High School.

Service projects are part of the Canisius High School 
experience.  The projects are intended to help 
each student develop his talents for the service 
of others.  For Martin Jay ‘70, service has become 
as natural as breathing.  Jay is the most active 
member of the Crusader Corps, Canisius alumni 
who work alongside current students, faculty and 
staff on service projects.  “It reopened my eyes to 
the Ignatian way,” says Jay. 

Jay works full-time as a manager for Univera’s parent 
company.  He takes time off from work when he can 
to join Canisius students on their campus ministry 
service days.  “From laying floors at the Response to 
Love Center on our senior Fourth Day experiences, 
to helping us set up for fundraisers at the Heritage 
School, Marty continues to strive for the Magis,” says 
Ronald Ahrens ‘91.

The Response to Love Center on Buffalo’s east side 
has a personal connection for Jay.  The Center was 
once St. Adalbert’s school where his mother was a 
student.  His parents were married in St. Adalbert’s 
church.  And, it was his parents who first taught 
him the importance of serving others even before 
Jay became a Crusader.  “My dad is 92 years 
old and still drives for Meals on Wheels one day a 
week,” explains Jay.  “It just seems normal to me as 
something I should be doing.  This is what God wants 
you to do.”

Working on service projects alongside current 
students is encouraging for Jay.  “I was impressed by 
the students and how enthusiastic they are about 
performing service,” says Jay.

As he nears retirement from his job, Jay is looking 
forward to devoting more time to volunteering at 
the Response to Love Center. “I’ve gotten much 
more out of it than I’ve ever put in,” he smiles.  He 
hopes more alumni will join him in the Crusaders 
Corps to experience the joy themselves.

“It’s an easy way to get back into doing good work. 
Give it a shot,” encourages Jay.

To volunteer, or for more information on the 
Crusaders Corps, contact Ron Ahrens in the Canisius 
campus ministry department at (716) 200-0269 or 
ahrens@canisiushigh.org

(left to right) Ron Ahrens ‘91, Marty Jay ‘70, Dan Dallas ‘16, 
Michael Rabenhorst ‘16, Response to Love Center founder 
Sister Mary Johnice Rzadkiewicz, CSSF, Aaron Fiust-Klink ‘16, 
Freddy Drzewiecki ‘16, and Fr. Fred Betti, S.J.

Martin Jay ’70 in the Response to Love Center kitchen. The 
Center helps people find their paths to self-sufficiency. 

Martin Jay in the 1970 Arena.
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SPORTS SUCCESS

The Canisius Gold squash club team made school 
history by winning a national championship.  
In capturing the title, the Crusaders defeated teams 
with much longer squash traditions.

Max Montante ‘17 celebrates a goal. The Crusaders 
varsity soccer team won the Monsignor Martin title, 
and played in the Catholic state championship 
game.

The varsity volleyball team completed a perfect 
season (34-0) to capture the team’s 16th straight 
Monsignor Martin Association title. Pictured: Drew 
Schake ‘16.

Varsity basketball head coach Kyle Husband ‘96 
earned his 250th career win during the playoffs, 
leading the team to the Catholic state championship.

Stafford Trueheart ‘16 and his varsity basketball 
teammates played strong defense all season on 
their way to winning the state Catholic title.

Crusaders swimming continues its dominance, winning 
a 14th consecutive Monsignor Martin Association title 
and sending five swimmers to the state Federation 
meet. Pictured: Connor Morrissey ‘19.

The tradition of athletic excellence continues 
at Canisius High School in 2015-16.
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Bernard Dent ‘17, Freshman Retreat team leader, 
dodges during the retreat dodge ball tournament.

Conor Bartlo ‘18 performs during the Canisius Coffee 
House in the school library. 

Several students traveled to Nicaragua during 
winter break for an immersion service trip.  
In this photo, Andrew Lynch ‘17 (left) and  
Justin McMahon ‘17 are resurfacing the brick 
facade of a chapel in a small village.

The CHS Drama Guild presented The Chocolate War 
in November, and this year’s spring musical is Babes 
In Arms.

On a sunny February day, 460 runners lined up on 
Delaware Avenue to compete in the Canisius Chilly 
Challenge 5K.

Eric Koessler ‘84 with Jo Ellen Fasanello and  
Dr. Sebastian Fasanello ‘53 at the 2015 Benefactors 
Brunch in the Kennedy Fieldhouse.

CRUSADER PHOTOS
From fine arts performances, to immersion 
trips and retreats, there is always plenty 
of activity at Canisius.
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ALUMNI
SPOTLIGHT

Donald Bauman ‘47 and his wife 
Lisieux celebrated their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary on June 18, 
2015.

Donald Smith ‘48 and his wife 
Elizabeth celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary in June, and 
are looking forward to celebrating 
with friends and classmates in 2018 
at the 70th reunion.

John Cahill ‘48 retired on August 
31, 2015 after practicing law for 62 
years.

Floyd Zablotny ‘52 medalled in the 
Maryland Senior Olympics men’s 
doubles pickleball competition 
in September 2015. The team he 
mentored at Shipley’s Crossing 
earned a total of three medals 
and one ribbon. It was his team’s 
first year of competition.

James Manak ‘53 is teaching 
legal writing at John Marshall Law 
School, Chicago, IL. 

Gregory Jacobs, MD ‘54 retired 
from dentistry after 46 years in 
private practice. He and his wife 
Mary Ellen have been blessed with 
52 years of marriage, four children 
and eight grandchildren.  

Joseph Callanan, MD ‘56 retired 
on January 1, 2016 from his allergy/
asthma practice. The practice was 
started in 1971.  

Fr. David Casey, S.J. ‘56 serves 
as alumni chaplain at LeMoyne 
College, and treasurer for the 
Jesuit community there.

Ronald Zielin ‘56 is teaching part-
time at SUNYAB School of Dental 
Medicine.

Aloysius Stanton ‘59 retired in 
Feb. 2015 after selling his business, 
Stanton Direct Marketing, Inc., 
in August 2013, then establishing 
a direct marketing consulting 
company, Al Stanton Associates, 
LLC, in October 2013.

Henry “Hank” Dewey ‘62  with his 
daughter and son-in-law paddled 
the entire length of the Erie Canal.  
They paddled 50 to 75 miles a year 
over the course of about 7 years to 
complete the entire canal. (photo 
below)

Robert (Bob) Grimm, Jr. ‘66  has joined 
the Amherst, NY firm of Nesper, Ferber, 
DiGiacomo, Johnson & Grimm, LLP as 
a partner, after 21+ years at Magavern 
Magavern and Grimm, LLP.  Grimm joins 

Richard F. DiGiacomo ‘69.  Grimm and 
his wife Susan have three children and 
seven grandchildren. (photo below)

William J. Fisher ‘68  retired as the 
CFO of Tegra Medical in Franklin, 
MA. He managed the finances 
for four manufacturing facilities in 
Massachusetts, Mississippi, and Costa 
Rica. Bill has moved to his retirement 
home in Stuart, Florida. As in his cross 
country and track days at CHS, he 
continues his running but limits it to the 
distance between the couch and the 
refrigerator!

CRUSADER IN THE WHITE HOUSE

Jonathan Ward ‘98 is currently working as a senior 
officer with the U.S. Office of Foreign Assets Control 
(OFAC) in Washington, D.C. where he investigates 
threats to national security, and enforces sanctions. 
He recently completed an assignment in the national 
security office in the west wing of the White House. 

Some of the highlights from his west wing assignment:

• Gathering intelligence information about the 
world’s most dangerous people and situations.

•  Working extensively on policing related to 
sanctions in Iran, helping to bring Iran to the 
negotiating table.

• Preparing briefings three times a day and  
hand-delivering the reports to the Oval Office  
and president’s residence.

• Discussing JUG with U.S. Secretary of Labor Tom 
Perez ‘79 in the west wing hallway.

Jonathan Ward ‘98 (center) at a networking 
meeting in Washington, D.C. with Max Capizzi ‘13 
(left) and Carl Dennis ‘12 (right).

ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES
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Francis O’Connor ‘67 became the 
immediate past president of the 
Pennsylvania Bar Association after 
10 years of serving on the Board of 
Governors.

Kevin Igoe ‘68 is Chief of Staff at the 
Maryland Department of Budget and 
Management in Annapolis, MD for 
Governor Larry Hogan.

Mark J Crawford, Ph.D ‘69 is the 
Superintendent of Schools in the West 
Seneca Central School District.

Pat Dillon ‘69 walked the Camino de 
Santiago for 120 miles from Porto, 
Portugal to Santiago, Spain in summer 
2014.  He finished the hike even though 
he badly hurt the sole of his foot on 
the first day, and limped the rest of 
the way in 90+ degree weather. Dillon 
offered up his temporary suffering 
for people like his brother Kevin ‘68 
whose medical ailments bring pain 
that cannot be easily laid aside.  Kevin 
died in January 2016. (photo below) 

The Honorable Michael E. Hudson ‘69  
has been re-nominated and confirmed 
for an additional term as a judge of 
the New York State Court of Claims.

Jan A. Nowak, MD, Ph,D ‘69 happily 
moved back to Buffalo with his wife, 
Marie, in 2015 after an absence of 43 
years. Dr. Nowak accepted a position 
at Roswell Park Cancer Institute as 
Clinical Chief of Molecular Pathology, 
and as Laboratory Director and 
Chief Medical Officer at OmniSeq, 
LLC.  OmniSeq is a Roswell sponsored 
commercial clinical laboratory that 
specializes in providing molecular 
testing services related to oncology.  

Gregory P. Rabb ‘69 was sworn in for 
his fifth two-year term as Jamestown 
City Council President and City 
Councilman at Large on January 1, 
2016.

Patrick H. NeMoyer ‘70 was appointed 
by Governor Andrew Cuomo to serve 
as a Justice for the New York State 
Supreme Court Appellate Division in 
Rochester.

John M. Canty Jr., MD ‘72 has been 
named a State University of New 
York Distinguished Professor.  This is 
the highest faculty rank in the SUNY 
system. The honor is presented to 
individuals who have achieved 
national or international prominence 
in their fields. Dr. Canty’s research 
on non-invasive cardiology has 
affected millions of patients, and 
led to better identifying patients at 
risk of developing sudden cardiac 
arrest.

Raymond Link ‘72 has been 
appointed to the Board of Directors 
of Electro-Scientific Institutes of 
Portland, Oregon.

Mark E. Saltarelli ‘73 was elected 
in November 2015 to the full-time 
position of Tonawanda City Court 
Judge for a term of 10 years.

Larry Vilardo ‘73 was nominated by 
President Obama and unanimously 
confirmed by the U.S. Senate to 
serve as a U.S. District Judge for the 
Western District of New York. (photo 
below)

William Hasbrouck ‘74 has been 
enjoying retirement since 2010 by 
travelling with his wife, Carol. Bill 
moved to Las Vegas in 2010 for 
better weather and better health 
and has achieved both.

Steven Herman, MD ‘75 recently 
affiliated his Private Family Medicine 
Practice in Hamburg, NY with MDVIP, 
a National Network of Primary 
Care Physicians. Dr. Herman offers 
patients a personalized approach 
to primary care with an emphasis 
on preventative care.  His practice 
is limited to a few hundred patients 
to allow for on-time, unhurried 
appointments, including same-day 
appointments for urgent needs. 
Interested patients can learn more 
at mdvip.com/StevenHermanMD. 

Rocco Lucente ‘76 was been named 
Chair of the Canisius College Board 
of Regents and has been named 
President of the Legal Aid Bureau of 
Buffalo Inc. Board of Directors.

Fr. Michael F. Tunney, S.J. ‘76 
has been appointed Rector of 
the Fairfield Jesuit Community, 
effective July 1, 2016. Michael is 
a longstanding member of the 
Canisius Jesuit Community and 
Director of Mission and Identity, 
as well as professor of fine arts, at 
Canisius College. 

John M. Curran ‘77 was appointed 
by Governor Andrew Cuomo to 
serve as a Justice for the New York 
State Supreme Court Appellate 
Division in Rochester.

David Steele ‘78 is the Senior 
Design Director at Muller & Muller 
Architects, and was recently 
made part owner of the company.  
He’s been in charge of several 
prominent architectural projects in 
the Chicago area where he’s lived 
and practiced architecture since 
1989.  He’s currently leading the 
design effort for a major expansion 
of Midway Airport.  He’s also 
designed bridges, transit projects, 
office buildings, and schools in 
the Chicago area. Steele stays 
connected with Buffalo and is 
a regular contributing writer for 
Buffalorising.com.  His Buffalo Rising 
stories filed under the name “STEELE” 
and focus on Buffalo’s building 
environment, advocating for 
good design and the preservation 
of historic architectural assets. 
In 2009, he published a book of 
photographs of Buffalo’s high 
quality architecture titled Buffalo, 
Architecture in the American 
Forgotten Land, Volume One.  He’s 
in the early stages of preparing 
volume two in the series.  The first 
book is available at the Albright 
Knox Gallery.

Joe Rutowski ‘79 and Pete Seitz ‘79 
completed the Dopey Challenge 
at Disney World. They each ran 
a 5K, 10K, half marathon, and full 
marathon over the course of four 
days.

Frank Sedita ‘79 was sworn in as a 
NYS Supreme Court Justice.  

Brian Wagner ‘79 led a mission 
trip to Jamaica with a group that 
included 

Dan Biffl ’79. 2016 marks the 10th 
anniversary of Wagner’s Jamaica 
trips, and the 7th anniversary of 
501c3 approval for his ARK Angel 
Network.  In addition, his family 
has helped sponsor a Jamaican 
student who will graduate from 
Jesuit Spring Hill College in 
Alabama in May. 
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ALUMNI
NEWS & NOTES

Chris Bermingham ‘85 and his wife 
are the executive leadership team 
for an international ministry called 
Retrouvaille.  It’s an all-volunteer, 
peer-ministry of couples and 
priests who have experienced the 
pain of conflict and alienation in 
their relationships. In 2008, Pope 
Benedict XVI called Retrouvaille 
the “custodian of a bigger hope 
for the couples who have lost 
it.”  Since its inception in 1977, 
Retrouvaille has grown to operate 
in over 140 communities in 26 
nations and in 6 languages. There 
is even a Retrouvaille community in 
Buffalo.  Bermingham and his wife 
lead the International Board and 
are ultimately responsible for the 
formation and expansion of the 
ministry worldwide.  (photo below)

 
Valerian Ruminski ‘85 is General 
Director of Nickel City Opera. 
In 2016, his opera company will 
present a new world premiere 
opera by Persis Vehar titled SHOT!.  
This opera is about the assassination 
of President William McKinley who 
died on the site of Canisius High 
School in the Milburn House seven 
days after he was shot. Show dates 
and times can be found at www.
shotinbuffalo.com.

Rich Blake ‘86 wrote a book called 
Slats: The Legend & Life of Jimmy 
Slattery. It tells the story of the 
rise and fall of legendary boxer 
Jimmy Slattery from Buffalo’s Irish 
First Ward. The book is available 
through amazon.com.

Thomas R Elmer Jr., MD ‘88 opened 
a new office and surgery center 
of Fichte, Endl & Elmer Eyecare in 
Niagara Falls, NY.

Tom Quatroche ‘88 was named 
CEO of the Erie County Medical 
Center. 

Andrew Deyell ‘91 recently moved 
back to Buffalo after 20 years 
in D.C. to become the Head 
of School at Elmwood Franklin 
School. He is married to Maria who 
is a Buffalo native. They have two 
children: Lucas, 7 and Claire, 4.

Dr. Jeffery T. Podraza Ph.D., PT, MS, 
OCS ‘95 completed dual masters 
and doctorates in orthopedic 
biomechanics and applied 
physiology from the University of 
Buffalo. He recently accepted 
a full-time appointment as a 
Clinical Assistant Professor at 
D’Youville College in its Doctor 
of Physical Therapy department, 
while maintaining an adjunct 
research professor appointment 
at the University at Buffalo in the 
Biomechanics Department. He 
also maintains a clinical practice 
specializing in sports medicine and 
general orthopedics.

Sean Alfano ‘96 is now a staff editor 
at The New York Times.

Rocco Diina ‘96 was one of five 
top mortgage producers for First 
Niagara Financial Group, Inc. in 
2015 for its entire northeast region. 
Diina has ranked top across the 
company’s mortgage division in 
funded dollars for the past several 
years. He specializes in Private 
Client Services Mortgage Products. 

Paul J. Cumbo ‘97 authored 
a report on Buffalo that was 
published in the 2016 Best Places 
to Live in America rankings in U.S. 
News & World Report.

Leon H. Smith IV ‘97 graduated 
with distinction from UB’s EMBA 
program in May 2015.

Paul Brighton ‘98 recently earned 
his pilot’s rating in the HH-60G 
with the 305th Rescue Squadron 
conducting peacetime and 
combat search and rescue 
operations to recover injured 
personnel.  Paul and Dana Brighton 
live in Tucson, AZ.  
 
Ryan Crawford ‘99 has been 
named Partner at Gibson, McAskill 
& Crosby, LLC. Crawford also 
serves on the Canisius High School 
Alumni Board of Governors.

Jeff Malchoff ‘99 was promoted to Senior 
Marketing Manager, Rich Products 
Corporation, Buffalo. Malchoff will lead 
the Toppings, Creams and Culinary 
Solutions (TCCS) category within Rich’s 
Food Service Division by planning the 
strategic direction for TCCS, developing 
marketing plans, new product/platform 
roadmaps, financial management 
and overall responsibility for delivering 
business results. (photo below)

 

Greg Bonerb ‘01 was promoted to pilot 
for United Airlines.

Marc Petryk, P.E. ‘01 has been promoted 
by Trautman Associates from associate 
to principal. He will lead engineering 
design for a wide variety of clients with 
designs that frequently include green 
technology.

Dan Zak ‘01 writes for The Washington 
Post, and he’s writing a book about the 
nuclear bomb. The book is scheduled to 
be released in July 2016.

Joe Radetich ‘02 was recently promoted 
to Executive Vice President of Sysco 
Arizona.

Justin Stevens ‘05 and his wife Bethany 
were featured on an episode of the 
HGTV show House Hunters as the couple 
searched for a house in Rochester.

Jason Frizlen ‘09 is the Property Leasing 
Manager at the Frizlen Group.

John Urschel ‘09 is working on a Ph.D 
program in Mathematics at M.I.T. during 
the offseason from his job playing 
professional football for the Baltimore 
Ravens.

Karl Bettinger ‘11 graduated with high 
honors from Lehigh University and is 
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currently pursuing an M.Eng degree in Structural 
Engineering (design-based) from Lehigh. He also 
served as president of ASCE’s Lehigh Chapter.

Thomas Spulecki ‘11 is currently attending dental 
school at NYU School of Dentistry.

Jonathan Jager ‘11 is currently pursuing his 
doctorate in pharmacy. He is in his third year at the 
UB School of Pharmacy and expects to graduate 
in May 2017.

Erik Hammer ‘12 will be commissioning as an Air 
Force Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA) pilot this 
May. Hammer has spent four years in the Reserve 
Officer Training Corps (ROTC) at Loyola University 
Chicago.

William D. Weir ‘14 was named to the College of 
the Holy Cross Dean’s List for the first semester of 
the 2015-16 school year.

MARRIAGES

Kyle Hejmowski ‘99  married Artemisia 
Apostolopoulou on May 30, 2015 at the Hellenic 
Orthodox Church of the Annunciation in Buffalo, 
NY. The couple lives in Pittsburgh, PA. 

BIRTHS

Paul Cumbo ‘97  and his wife Megan celebrated 
the arrival of their third child, Benjamin, on January 
3, 2016.

Paul Brighton ‘98 and his wife Dana welcomed 
daughter, Noelle Annalise, in March of 2015. 

Jeff Danahy ‘98 and his wife Katie welcomed 
daughter, Emma, who was baptized by Fr. Dennis 
Baker, S.J. ’98 on December 20, 2015. (photo 
below)

David Basil ‘00  and his wife welcomed daughter 
Victoria Caroline born on June 23, 2015.

Greg Bonerb ‘01 and his wife Julie welcomed 
Joseph Matthew on December 14, 2015.

Joe Radetich ‘02 and wife Ashley celebrated the 
arrival of their first baby, Joseph Michael Radetich, 
born on June 3, 2015. The Radetich family currently 
resides in Scottsdale, Arizona.
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Dr. Florian J. Dzimian ‘37
Mr. Donald E. Butler ‘45
Mr. Robert J. Dolan ‘47
Mr. Adam Dzimian ‘47
Mr. James R. Flavin ‘47
Mr. Patrick R. Malley ‘47
Mr. Chester W. Mrozinski ‘48
Mr. Jerome E. Deinzer ‘48
Mr. James L. Brady ‘49
Mr. William J. Schanbacher ‘49
Mr. John Bowen ‘50
Mr. Herbert J. Heimerl, Jr. ‘50
Mr. Thomas W. Boland ‘50
Mr. Frank H. Strasser ‘50
Mr. Bartholomew P. Tursini ‘50
Mr. Albert F. Weber ‘50
Mr. Frank Morse (Morsicato) ‘52 
Mr. Gerald E. Klein ‘54
Mr. Joseph F. Biondolillo ‘57
Mr. Edwin E. Budzinski ‘57
Mr. Robert A. Kirwan ‘57
Mr. Joseph R. Zieziula ‘57
Mr. Kenneth N. Pfeiffer ‘59
Mr. John B. O’Mara ‘60
Mr. John A. Frauenheim ‘60
Mr. Peter R. Travers ‘60*
Mr. Richard F. Wier ‘60
Mr. S. Donald McCullough ‘61
Mr. R. Peter Morrow III ‘63
Mr. Kevin Plisk ‘64
Mr. Richard D. Saunders, Jr. ‘65
Mr. Dennis C. Martin ‘67
The Honorable Kevin M. Dillon ‘68
Mr. Joseph A Sobczak ‘70
Mr. Joseph S. Fanara ‘74
Mr. Richard J. Vivacqua ‘74
Mr. Gaspar Kiraly, Jr. ‘87

* denotes deceased

IN MEMORIAM

We remember alumni of whose passing 
we’ve learned since the fall of 2015.

NOMINATE AN ALUMNUS FOR THE ATHLETIC HALL OF  
FAME OR DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI HALL OF HONOR. 
PLEASE EMAIL ALUMNI@CANISIUSHIGH.ORG

DO YOU HAVE ALUMNI NEWS TO SHARE?  
PLEASE EMAIL CHSTODAY@CANISIUSHIGH.ORG
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CLASS OF 2016
COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES

Albright College
Alfred University
Allegheny College
Amherst College
Auburn University
Boston College
California University of 
Pennsylvania
Catholic University
Canisius College
Clarkson University
Coastal Carolina University
College of Charleston
Colorado School of Mines
Colorado State University
Creighton University
Daemen College
DePaul University
Dickinson College
Drexel University
Duquesne University
D’Youville College
Edinboro University
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical  
    University
Florida Southern College
Florida State University
Fordham University
Franklin & Marshall College
Gannon University
Georgetown University
Hofstra University
Ithaca College
John Carroll University
LaGrange College
LeMoyne College
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University Maryland
Lycoming College
Marist College
Marquette University

Massachusetts Institute of  
    Technology (MIT)
Mercyhurst University
Merrimack College
Miami University, Ohio
Michigan State University
Niagara University
Northeastern University
Ohio Northern University
Ohio State University
Ohio University
Pennsylvania State University
Purdue University
Quinnipiac University
Robert Morris University
Saint Bonaventure University
Saint John Fisher College
Saint John’s University
Saint Joseph’s University
Saint Louis University
Siena College
SUNY Alfred
SUNY Binghamton
SUNY Brockport
SUNY Buffalo (UB)
SUNY Buffalo State
SUNY Maritime
SUNY Morrisville
SUNY Oswego
SUNY Polytechnic Institute
Syracuse University
Tulane University
Union College
U.S. Naval Academy
University of Alabama
University of Arizona
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Colorado, Denver
University of Dayton
University of Detroit Mercy
University of Findlay

University of Maine
University of Maryland
University of Massachusetts, Lowell
University of Michigan
University of Mississippi
University of New Haven
University of North Carolina,  
    Chapel Hill
University of Notre Dame
University of Pittsburgh
University of San Francisco
University of Scranton
University of Southern California
University of Tennessee, Knoxville
University of Texas, Austin
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
Valparaiso University
Villanova University
West Point
West Virginia University
Western Michigan University
Worcester Polytechnic University
Xavier University
Yale University
 

CORRECTIONS

The following donors were 
inadvertently omitted from our most 
recent Annual Report.  We apologize 
for the omissions.

Crusaders Society ($1,000+)
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Walter ‘64

Lifetime Giving
Mr.* and Mrs. Peter R. Travers, Jr. ‘60

* denotes deceased

One or more Canisius High School students have provided documented acceptances to the 
following colleges and universities as of February 23, 2016.
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CLASS OF 2016
COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES

The Class of 1953 is one of the all-time great Canisius 
High School classes, thanks in large part to Ron 
Orlowski.  The Class of ‘53 giving participation is 85%.  
That’s more than double the rate of most other class 
years.  Mr. Orlowski keeps track of the money raised 
by his class for scholarships and the Blue Doors 
Annual Fund, coordinates fundraising volunteers 
from his class, and keeps the camaraderie of the 
class going with get-togethers including semi-
annual luncheons.  He also writes and distributes the 
class newsletter.

“Ron truly represents the best of Canisius,” says Dr. 
Sebastian S. Fasanello ’53. “Because of Ron’s efforts, 
we’ve been able to maintain friendships that have 
lasted for decades.”

Mr. Orlowski knows Canisius will provide his 
grandsons, Cameron Ciesielski ‘17 (on right) and 
Jaime Ciesielski ‘19 (on left), with their own lifetime 
friendships and love of service.

“The years I spent at Canisius High 
School prepared me for the years 
to come,” says Mr. Orlowski. “The 
friendships formed in those four years 
have lasting bonds.”

For more information on how you can support 
Canisius High School’s mission and students, contact:

Craig Harris
Vice President for Institutional Advancement
716.200.0265

THANK YOU
RONALD J. ORLOWSKI ‘53
FOR PROVIDING 60+ YEARS (AND COUNTING) OF SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP 



SENIOR PROM
Friday, May 6, 2016, 7:30 p.m.
at the Statler Towers

JUNIOR PROM
Friday, May 13, 2016, 8:00 p.m.
at the CHS Auditorium

GRADUATION
Thursday, May 19, 2016, 6:30 p.m.
at the CHS Auditorium

REUNION WEEKEND GOLF OUTING
Friday, June 17, 2016, 8:00 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. 
at Arrowhead Golf Club

REUNION WEEKEND ALL-ALUMNI BASH
Friday, June 17, 2016, 6:00 p.m. at CHS
Alumni from all years encouraged to attend

REUNION WEEKEND MASS WITH THE PRESIDENT
Saturday, June 18, 2016, 4:30 p.m.
at CHS
Fr. Dennis Baker, S.J., homilist

REUNION WEEKEND CLASS OF ‘66 DINNER AND GOLDEN 
DIPLOMA CEREMONY
Saturday, June 18, 2016, 5:30 p.m.
at CHS

REUNION WEEKEND COCKTAILS WITH THE PRESIDENT 
Saturday, June 18, 2016, 5:30 p.m.
at CHS

REUNION WEEKEND CLASS OF ‘56 DINNER
Saturday, June 18, 2016, 6:00 p.m.
at the Saturn Club

FR. JOHN G. STURM, S.J. ‘35 LEGACY FUND LUNCHEON
Tuesday September 28, 2016
at the Lexus Club in the First Niagara Center

IMPORTANT
DATES AND EVENTS
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