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FROM THE
PRESIDENT’S OFFICE
Dear Loyal Alumni and Friends of CHS,

“TRANSFORMATIONAL LEADERS ARE JESUIT EDUCATED.”
This quote with a photo of Pope Francis is displayed
on large signs in airports and countless other places
across the country. The message, launched by the
28 Jesuit Colleges and Universities in the United
States, reminds us that the goal of Jesuit education
is to produce leaders who will influence and change
the world around them.
This issue of CHS Today focuses on the theme of
leadership. Enjoy meeting leaders who toil on
Delaware Avenue and alumni who have taken
well-honed lessons of leadership into their lives
beyond the Blue Doors.

CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL TODAY
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Leadership manifests itself in word and deed. It
emerges from every corner of our campus – the
boardroom and chapel, classrooms and offices,
stages and fields of play, in competition and on
retreat.
Leadership at CHS is discovered and
rooted in service.
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Clearly, not every graduate becomes a pope or
president, a voice on the world stage. The stories
of students at CHS today have yet to be told.
Still, leadership is readily evident in the lives of our
students. Here are some highlights from our senior
class:
Elliott Jerge, a top-flight photographer, generously
and faithfully attends countless school events to
capture moments that celebrate and tell the story
of the gifts that surround us each day. Student
Senate President C.J. Wild inspires freshmen and
benefactors as he speaks about the importance
and gift of his Jesuit education. Volleyball and
basketball player Charles Hart volunteered a week
of service this summer at Journey’s End, a place of
welcome for refugees. Michael Tenney, swimmer
and participant in our companions immersion
program at Navajo Nation, Arizona, leads Emmaus
retreats for underclassmen.
Tyler Will, named a
National Merit Scholarship Semi-Finalist, runs cross
country, serves on the Student Senate, is a member
of the Mock Trial and Model U.N. teams, and is a
leader for the freshman retreat. Jacob Applegate
sings in the chorus and in school drama productions,
runs cross country and finds time to speak confidently

with our new trustees about the Catholic and Jesuit
mission of CHS.
For nearly 150 years, the mission of Canisius High
School has been to educate and form those
entrusted to us for God’s greater service and glory.
Now that’s leadership! Our Catholic, Jesuit mission
is flourishing at CHS. Enjoy this issue of CHS Today.
Let us continue to pray for one another.
Blessings and gratitude,

Fr. David S. Ciancimino, S.J.
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FROM THE
PRINCIPAL’S
OFFICE

Evidence suggests that the long-held bias against
Catholics in this country has been tempered within the
last century largely because of Catholic education.
Great leaders in every field claim education at
some level in a Catholic institution. On a smaller
scale, I saw this vividly in every correspondence I
received over the past six months. Canisius High
School can boast such greatness among its alums!

#JesuitEducated

What great leaders, then, have graced all of our
lives right here at 1180 Delaware? Names such
as “Tex” McPherson, Frank Tudini, Fr. P.S. Naumann, Ken Durkin, Russ White, Joe Lucenti, Fr. Jim
Greer, Jim Skipper, Fr. Rich Zanoni, Mary Johnson,
Charlie Chimera, Bob Krum, Frank Scinta, Connie
McGillicuddy and so many more added to all of the
wonderful men and women teaching our students
today come quickly to mind. As our teachers and
colleagues, they certainly have led us to “do great
things.”
What a tremendous joy it has been to me to be
blessed with such great men as you to have been
a part of my life and my own personal formation.
To be able to reconnect with so many of you after
months, years, and even decades has been a
godsend as I enter this new chapter of my life at
Canisius High School. Thank you!

Andrea Tyrpak-Endres
Principal

FALL 2015

In conjunction with Pope Francis’ first visit
to the United States, the Association of
Jesuit Colleges and Universities launched
the
“Jesuit
Educated”
campaign,
highlighting the fact that Jesuit school
graduates go on to lead countries,
corporations, and even the Catholic
Church. The campaign invited others to
share their stories via social media using
the #JesuitEducated hashtag.

Ronald Reagan once said,
“The greatest leader is not one
who does the greatest things.
He is the one who gets people
to do great things.”

CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL TODAY

I have always considered myself blessed to be
working at Canisius High School with students who
are bright, energetic and engaging. This past
spring, when my appointment as principal was
announced, I became doubly blessed in a way
that took me by surprise. I received so many texts,
emails, notes, cards and visits from countless alums
from the 70’s, 80’s, 90’s all the way through to last
year’s graduates. I suddenly had a panoramic
view of where our students have gone with their
lives beyond Canisius. It was the greatest and most
humbling gift to see all of the truly wonderful things
accomplished by alumni that I remembered as 14,
15 and 16 year old students who, yes, sometimes
drove me crazy and made me wonder where
they were headed. The humbling came through
heartfelt congratulations from people who had
achieved far greater things than I. I read messages
from students, now men, who had become true
leaders in business, education, law, the military,
medicine and religious life. Their achievements were
often enough great, but also showed their care and
compassion for their families and communities, our
country and the world.
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WELCOME BACK
FR. DAVID S. CIANCIMINO, S.J.
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New school president is familiar to many. He taught at Canisius High School and
served as director of admissions and principal in the 1980s and 1990s.
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After serving a six-year term for the Jesuits as
provincial of the New York Province, Fr. David S.
Ciancimino, S.J. returns to Canisius High School to
be the 35th president in school history. In this photo,
Fr. Ciancimino is missioned to Canisius during the
Mass of the Holy Spirit in the school auditorium.

Fr. Ciancimino admits he doesn’t know the names
of all 800+ students at Canisius High School yet,
but he’s working on it!

“I like to walk the halls,” says Fr. Ciacimino. “It
energizes me.”

“Father C” sometimes pops into classrooms during
his walks. In this photo, he talks with a student about
new iPad applications.

Fr. Ciancimino chats with a student in art class.

Fr. Ciancimino brings a
wealth of Jesuit leadership
experience to Canisius, with
a goal of forming leaders
who will live a life of service
for others.

After 40 years of teaching,
Andrea Tyrpak-Endres steps
into the role of principal.
“Never.”

A NEW ERA

THE LEADERSHIP ISSUE
FACULTY LEADERSHIP

approach, having spent most of her teaching career
at Canisius High School. “Students make discoveries
about themselves, and gain an understanding of
their spiritual side,” explained Tyrpak-Endres. “Jesuit
education does that really well.” Tyrpak-Endres
herself is Jesuit educated. She earned a masters
degree in religious studies from Canisius College.

HISTORIC APPOINTMENT
Tyrpak-Endres’ appointment as principal is historic
for Canisius. She is the first female principal in the
high school’s 145-year history. Times have certainly
changed since Tyrpak-Endres was first hired as a
teacher at Canisius in the 1970s. Then, she was one
of only three female teachers at the school. Today,
nearly 50% of Canisius teachers are women. As
the teacher demographics shifted over the years,
Tyrpak-Endres saw attitudes change as well. The
resistance from some in the late 1970s who weren’t
ready to accept female teachers at a boys school,
has melted away. Now she enjoys the strong
support of alumni, colleagues, and parents.

SHAPING LIVES
Being a groundbreaker for women in education was
never her focus though, and Tyrpak-Endres says she
doesn’t spend much time thinking about the historic
aspect of her rise through the leadership ranks.
She’d much rather concentrate on her true passion,
which remains teaching. Although her duties as
principal keep her too busy to continue teaching at
Buffalo State College as she’d done for the past 15
years, Tyrpak-Endres still teaches a class every day
at Canisius High School -- Religious Studies 101 where
students can earn Canisius College credit. When
her students go on to successful adult lives, and
then share with her their stories of how Canisius High
School impacted them, she knows she’s making a
difference.

“Hearing those stories is so fulfilling,”
says Tyrpak-Endres. “It makes it all
worth it.”

FALL 2015

With the decision made, the 2015-16 school year
began with a new principal, with her own vision
for Canisius. That vision includes helping others
develop a greater understanding and appreciation
of the unique quality of education offered at
Canisius. “We can do things here that they can’t in
public schools, because they’re bound by certain
laws,” explains Tyrpak-Endres. The Jesuit education
tradition of developing the whole person provides
opportunities not found in other Western New York
high schools. Through retreats, service projects,
and reflection, Canisius students are encouraged to
grow spiritually as part of their education. TyrpakEndres has witnessed the results of this educational

“Teaching is my passion,” says Canisius High School
principal Andrea Tyrpak-Endres. She continues to
teach one class a day at CHS.

CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL TODAY

That’s Andrea Tyrpak-Endres’ response when asked
if she aspired to be principal. “Not at all. I always
wanted to teach,” explains Tyrpak-Endres. “It’s my
passion. I love working with kids, seeing their wonder
and curiosity.” Teaching was the perfect fit for her
for 40 years, but then, as sometimes happens in life,
God changed her path in an unexpected way with
a new leadership opportunity. First, Tyrpak-Endres
was asked to serve as assistant principal at Canisius
High School. Then, when principal Tim Fitzgerald
went on medical leave last year, Tyrpak-Endres
stepped in as acting principal. When Fitzgerald
retired, Tyrpak-Endres was faced with the prospect
of taking the job on a permanent basis, but she still
wasn’t sure that she was the right person for this
leadership position. A conversation with a friend
though helped her see the potential broader impact
she could have on the school and school culture,
and how her experience with Jesuit education has
prepared her for this role. Also swaying her decision,
she already had knowledge of and respect for
incoming school president Fr. David S. Ciancimino,
S.J. having worked with him when he was a teacher
and administrator at Canisius in the late 1980s and
1990s. “The fact that he asked me to take this on
made a world of difference,” says Tyrpak-Endres.

CHS TODAY

THE UNEXPECTED
LEADER
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CRUSADER FOR OTHERS
U.S. Secretary of Labor Thomas Perez ‘79
carries Jesuit education throughout his
public service career.
Thomas Perez ‘79 – U.S. Secretary of Labor under
President Barrack Obama since 2013 – met Pope
Francis and had a front row seat when His Holiness
addressed a joint meeting of Congress in Washington
this past September. Secretary Perez says it was a
transformational experience, enhanced in knowing
he had a connection to the Pope through a Jesuit
education at Canisius High School.
“As I watched Pope Francis speak, I could not
help but think about the fact that he is a Jesuit,
espousing the very values taught at Canisius High
School,” Secretary Perez explains. “So much of what
students learn at Canisius – critical thinking, concern
for others and so on – is embodied in Pope Francis.
What a transformational leader he has been.”

CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL TODAY
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Secretary Perez notes his parents first instilled the
values that have shaped his work in public service.
Hard work. Perseverance. Giving back. Those
principles were further strengthened at Canisius,
setting the foundation for a distinguished career
that has placed him on the national stage as a
member of President Obama’s cabinet.
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LIFE LESSONS
Growing up in Amherst, NY, the youngest of five
children, there was never any doubt Secretary Perez
would attend Canisius. His three brothers went to
Canisius and at one point the family had three boys
at the school at the same time. While his father was
a doctor, and his siblings all went into the medical
field – including his sister, who is a psychologist –
Secretary Perez saw a different path.
“My father passed away when I was 12, but our
family learned from him to work hard and choose
a career where we could give back to others,”
Secretary Perez recalls. “However, beside the fact
that I would faint at the site of blood, I did not think
medicine was in my future. I decided to focus on
the law instead.”
At Canisius, Secretary Perez worked on the school
newspaper, played baseball and basketball, and
was a member of the Honor Society. He remembers
the commitment of the faculty and how his Canisius
education included life lessons both inside and out

Secretary of Labor Tom Perez ’79 holds a sketch of
Canisius High School given to him by the school.

of the classroom. He uses his basketball experience
as an example.
“I tried out for the basketball team three years in a
row and was cut by the same coach each time,” he
says. “In my senior year, there was a new coach so I
decided to try out again. This time, I made the team
and was given the Most Improved Player Award
by the coach at the end of the season. It was a
remarkable lesson in perseverance.”
Upon graduating from Canisius, Secretary Perez
attended Brown University where he earned a
bachelor’s degree in international relations and
political science. In 1987 he received both a
master’s of public policy and a law degree from
Harvard University. His Canisius education, he says,
prepared him well for the rigors of college and law
school.

THE ROAD TO THE CAPITOL
Beginning as a law clerk in the United States
District Court of Colorado, the public service
career of Secretary Perez reflects the “men for
others” philosophy of the Jesuits. He worked in the
Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division. He later
served as Deputy Assistant Attorney General for
Civil Rights under Attorney General Janet Reno. He
became civil rights special counsel to Massachusetts
Senator Ted Kennedy, and was named head of the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Office for Civil Rights.

GOVERNMENT LEADERSHIP

THE LEADERSHIP ISSUE
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Following positions in state government in Maryland
– including the state’s Secretary of Labor – Secretary
Perez returned to the federal level in 2009 when he
was named Assistant Attorney General for the Civil
Rights Division of the United States Department of
Justice. In 2013, he was sworn in as the nation’s 26th
Secretary of Labor where his priorities have been
creating employment opportunities for all Americans
and giving working families the chance to get ahead.

BLUE AND GOLD BONDS
Secretary Perez climbed the ladder to success in
public service but he has always remained grounded
by his family upbringing and his connection to Canisius
High School. He mentions a long list of Crusader
classmates with whom he stays in close contact, all
in different types of careers but sharing the Jesuit
values of working hard and making a difference in
their communities.

“Canisius helped set the moral and ethical foundation
I have stood upon throughout my career in public
service,” says Secretary Perez.

“Going to Canisius High School is a
privilege – students should aspire to
learn not only in the classroom but
to also seek the wisdom that comes
from working with the underserved
in the community,” he concludes.
“Invest in friendships as well. Canisius
will give you friendships for life and

Great seat for the pope’s address to Congress!
Secretary Perez ’79 took this photo from his vantage
point for the speech.

FALL 2015

that is a gift that lasts forever.”

CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL TODAY

Now living in Maryland with his wife and three
children, he returns to the Buffalo area at least once
a year to get together with old friends. Asked what
advice he may have for today’s Canisius High School
students, he stresses the value of service to others and
the importance of friendships.
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FOR THE
GREATER GLORY OF GOD
Canisius connection plays role in
ordination of Fr. Dennis Baker, S.J. ‘98.
When Fr. Dennis Baker, S.J. ‘98 was ordained this
past June at Fordham University, Canisius High
School president, Fr. David S. Ciancimino, S.J.,
served as his vesting priest, placing the vestments
on the newly ordained Crusader. Later, during the
summer when Fr. Baker returned to say Mass for the
first time at St. Peter’s in Lewiston, NY, Fr. Ciancimino
was among the concelebrants. Fr. Baker notes that
Fr. Ciancimino was the principal at Canisius
High School while he studied here. And, he says,
Fr. Ciancimino was one of the most significant
influences on his path to becoming a Jesuit.
“From my first day at Canisius until today,
Fr. Ciancimino has been one of the most important
people in my life,” Fr. Baker explains. “It has been
interesting to experience that relationship as it has
grown over time from teacher and student to a very
deep friendship.”

THROUGH THE BLUE DOORS
Fr. Baker was born in Hamilton, NY and spent his
formative years growing up in Niagara Falls where
he lived with his parents and three sisters. With his
mom a native of New Jersey and his dad hailing
from Binghamton, NY, he says he really had very few
connections to Buffalo when he started at Canisius.
It was a bit intimidating at first. However, he soon
took to the challenge of the course work, began
playing sports and formed friendships with many,
many classmates he still stays in touch with today.
Fr. Baker played basketball under coach Tom
Keenan and baseball under coach Bryan
Tenney ‘76, both coaches he recalls as great mentors
who played to win but taught the Crusaders that
it was all about supporting one another. Fr. Baker
played guard on one of the few basketball teams in
school history to retire the Manhattan Cup, winning
the championship three years in a row.

FALL 2015
CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL TODAY
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Photo from the 1998 CHS yearbook. “The Jesuits
at Canisius did much more than say Mass,” recalls
Fr. Dennis Baker, S.J., “They were much more
interested in the type of people my fellow students
and I were becoming.” Fr. Baker becomes the first
Jesuit-ordained Canisius alumnus since Fr. Robert
Reiser, S.J. ’82 was ordained in 1997.

Fr. Dennis Baker, S.J. (right) having fun as a senior
at CHS in 1998.

Fr. Baker points out other people and experiences
that had an effect on his choice to join the Society of
Jesus. He attended Fordham University in The Bronx
– where his grandfather had attended and played
football with legendary Green Bay Packers coach,
Vince Lombardi. Fr. Baker’s mother graduated from
Le Moyne College. So he had a sense that Jesuit
schools stood for academic excellence. But, it was
at Canisius High School that he realized there is so
much more to the Jesuit order.

At Canisius, Fr. Baker says he began to see a type
of priest that he had not experienced before. “The
Jesuits at Canisius did much more than say Mass
and they were very dedicated to their vocations,”
he recalls. “While they stressed academics and hard
work, they were much more interested in the type of
people my fellow students and I were becoming.”

CAREER CONSIDERATIONS
Upon graduation from Canisius, Fr. Baker enrolled at
Fordham University where he earned a bachelor’s
degree in history with a minor in English and another
minor in religious studies in 2002. He thought about
law school but his plans changed after the terrorist
attacks of September 11th.

THE LEADERSHIP ISSUE
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Knowing friends had lost siblings and parents in
the attacks, he decided to apply for the Secret
Service, having worked for the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS) during his summers at
home.
As he waited to hear about his application, Fr.
Baker returned home to Niagara Falls and attended
Niagara University, earning a Master’s degree in
criminal justice administration. It was while living
in Ireland, working on a research project in the
summer between studies at Niagara, that he made
the decision to give the Jesuits a try. “The idea of
becoming a Jesuit had been on my mind for a while
and it was something I couldn’t shake,” he recalls.

Fr. Dennis Baker, S.J. ‘98 is ordained at Fordham
University in June, with Fr. David S. Ciancimino, S.J.
as his vesting priest.

LIFE AS A JESUIT
Fr. Baker was among the priests asked to hear
confessions before Pope Francis’ papal Mass at
Madison Square Garden in New York this past
September. Fr. Baker says he heard confessions for
more than four and a half hours, but any time he
felt in need of a break he thought of the pope – a
Jesuit – as inspiration to keep going. “Pope Francis is
a great leader for service – but it is always service for
God, never about himself,” Fr. Baker notes.

“Fr. Ciancimino has been one of the most
important people in my life,” Fr. Baker explains.

FALL 2015

Photo from the 1998 CHS yearbook, where
Baker thanked “Fr. C”.

Fr. Baker closes by saying he has had a great “rookie
season” so far following his ordination. He then
reflects on his Canisius High School education and
offers some advice for current students. “Enjoy your
time at Canisius,” he concludes. “Students may not
realize it today, but Canisius can be very formative
and informative for the rest of their lives.”

CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL TODAY

He entered the Society of Jesus in 2004 and as a
novice began his ministry working in jails, hospitals
and schools in the U.S. and Mexico. A six-month
assignment took him to Micronesia where he taught
at Xavier High School in Chuuk. He earned a Master’s
degree in Philosophy from Fordham University and
a Master’s in Divinity from Boston College. Fr. Baker
is currently studying for a Master’s in Education in
private school administration at Columbia University.
“My experience in learning how to see the big
picture and handle the course load at Canisius High
School has helped me tremendously with each
degree I have earned,” he says.
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CHARTING NEW COURSES
From history to computer science, Canisius
enhances curriculum.
Academic excellence is an honored tradition at
Canisius High School, rooted in the Jesuit teachings
that form the foundation of the school community.
Every student at Canisius High School participates in
a challenging college preparatory curriculum that
includes honors and Advanced Placement (AP)
courses in several disciplines.

CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL TODAY
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Recent additions to the course offerings at Canisius
demonstrate how the school consistently works to
remain at the forefront of academic success. In the
2015-16 school year alone, Canisius has introduced
more than five new courses, from applied statistics
and astronomy and astrobiology, to computer
science, ceramics, and the history of Buffalo and
Western New York. At the same time, new equipment
has been added in the art department, science
department and computer labs to give students
access to the latest technologies for learning.
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“As a private, Jesuit high school, Canisius has the
ability to do so much more creatively with our
curriculum,” says Principal Andrea Tyrpak-Endres.
“The leadership of our staff, and their passion for
teaching, has resulted in new courses that are much
more interactive and hands-on for the students.”

Mr. Justin Siuta’s History of Buffalo/WNY students visited Silo
City and learned about the history of the grain elevators.

NEW DIMENSIONS
Among several new technologies introduced at
Canisius High School this year is an augmented
reality sandbox used in freshmen earth science
lessons in Steven Wanzer’s classroom. The only one
of its kind in Western New York, students are using the
sandbox to create topography models by shaping
real sand. The sand can then be augmented in real
time with visuals showing the elevations with a color
map, topographic contour lines, and simulated
water.
“It’s a lot more fun than simply looking at a map,”
explains Wanzer, who also serves as director of the
science department. “Now, students can study a
map, then shape the sand in the sandbox to fit what
they think the landscape should look like, and then
turn on the augmented reality sandbox to see how
accurate their efforts are.”
The creation of the sandbox itself was a project
incorporating all the elements of STEAM – science,
technology, engineering, art, and math – a
movement widely adopted by schools across the
country.

A field trip to the Black Rock section of Buffalo helps students in
Mr. Justin Siuta’s history class learn about the Erie Canal.

The University of California, Davis, developed the
software for the sandbox and made it available
for free download. Wanzer spent his spring break
last year building the sandbox, and he and other
faculty members set up a computer to run the
software. They also engineered an Xbox Kinect 3D
camera and data projector above the sandbox,
and after buying special super fine sand, the
augmented reality sandbox was ready for “playing”
and learning.

ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP
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Students in Mr. Steven Wanzer’s earth science classes learn about topography
by building landscapes in an augmented reality sandbox.

Noah Johnston ’16 and Maxwell Downing
’16 work together on a project in Mr. Eric
Amodeo’s computer science class.

PROGRAMMED FOR THE FUTURE

History teacher Justin Siuta has been on the faculty
at Canisius for ten years and has always looked for
ways to bring the past to life for his students. He was
the driving force behind a new elective for juniors
and seniors called “History of Buffalo and Western
New York,” a college level course aimed at giving
students a better appreciation of their local roots.

Computer education has been part of the Canisius
curriculum for more than 30 years, dating back to
the advent of personal computers. As technology
has changed – and rapidly changes – the school
has kept pace by introducing new courses that
incorporate the latest advancements in computer
science.

The course is set up in two sections to cover the rich
history of the area, from the glaciers that formed
Niagara Falls, the War of 1812, the incorporation of
the city of Buffalo, the industrial era of steel plants
and manufacturing, and the resurgence of the
region today. The course utilizes three books written
by local historians as well as field trips to historic
sites such as the Michigan Street Baptist Church in
Buffalo, a stop on the Underground Railroad in the
1860s, and the Black Rock section of the city, once a
terminus of the Erie Canal.

Starting this year, juniors and seniors can elect to take
a new computer science course that introduces
them to some basic principles of programming and
ultimately leads up to software and application
design. Eric Amodeo ‘94, director of educational
technology at Canisius, explains the course is
modeled after one of the most popular courses at
Harvard University and is modified for the high school
level.

“Our purpose is to teach local history and instill a
sense of community in the students, something most
other high schools can not offer,” Siuta says. “It fits our
model of developing life-long learners who will take
these lessons with them on to college and beyond.”

Amodeo relates a conversation he had with a
member of Microsoft’s Education Team to whom
he had reached out for some technical support for
the course. “She praised our efforts in creating this
course, noting that in her experience on the national
level, there is no way a course like this would be
created in a public school,” he concludes.

FALL 2015

Siuta notes the course also touches on local and
national politics, including the area’s connection to
presidents Grover Cleveland and Millard Fillmore, as
well as William McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt. In
fact, he points out, when McKinley was assassinated
in Buffalo in 1901, he passed away in a home that
once stood on the site of the Canisius High School
campus on Delaware Avenue.

“Students are amazed when they see the code and
work that goes into creating an application such as
the ones we use on our smart phones,” he says. “This
course is very challenging, yet the students have
taken to it because this is their world – iPhones, iPads,
and so on.”
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LEARNING FROM THE PAST

13

THE LEADERSHIP ISSUE
ATHLETIC LEADERSHIP

CHS TODAY

GREAT EXPECTATIONS
FOR CANISIUS ATHLETICS
The historic success of Canisius High School
teams in 2014-15 was no accident.
How do you follow up a sports year that included
State championships for Canisius High School in
football, basketball, varsity federation hockey,
varsity club hockey, and crew, to go with Monsignor
Martin titles for volleyball, swimming, track, and
lacrosse? The 2014-2015 school year was historic for
the Crusaders. Never before had Canisius won so
many sports championships in one school year. The
consequence of all that success is the bar has been
set high for this year.

CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL TODAY
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“The goal since I’ve been here has been to raise the
expectation level,” says Jim Mauro, now in his ninth
year as the school’s director of athletics. “The goal
used to be to beat St. Joe’s.” Of course, beating St.
Joe’s remains a goal. But, now there are additional
goals that extend beyond Western New York.

LEADERS PLAN FOR SUCCESS
“We want to be known regionally and nationally,”
says Mauro. That’s starting to happen because of a
plan developed and executed over several years.
Improved athletic facilities are part of that plan.
Canisius added the Robert J. Stransky Memorial
Complex in 2008 and opened the 22,000 square
foot Bernard J. Kennedy Field House and weight
room for the 2009-2010 school year. The new field
house allowed student-athletes to practice during
any kind of weather. Canisius also hired a fulltime athletic trainer and strength and conditioning
coordinator, Morgan Collins. Each of the Canisius
team coaches now has his team working with Mr.
Collins on a consistent basis. “The strength and
conditioning coach was always pushing us in the
weight room so we could have the competitive
edge against our opponents,” says Trevor Gooch
’15, a captain on last year’s volleyball team.

CHALLENGING COMPETITION
The athletics department also made a commitment
to finding opportunities for Canisius teams to face
different levels of competition, and that sometimes
means traveling beyond Western New York, and
even out of state. “Once they have had the chance
to compete against players from outside our area,
it puts them in a great position to handle anything
they face in Western New York,” explains volleyball
coach Tom Weislo.
“We’re looking to challenge the kids,” adds Mauro.

Griffin Schmit ’17 in action vs. St. Joe’s.
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Photo caption: Team captains lead the way onto
the field for the football game against St. Joe’s.
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LaTerrance Reed ’15 averaged 19 points, 5 assists, and 5
rebounds for the State champion Crusaders last year.

Crusaders also challenge each other. It’s no
accident that many of the teams’ best players are
also good leaders. Examples include LaTerrance
Reed ’15 who led the Crusaders to a basketball
State title, Brad Pullman ’15 who took a leadership
role on both the hockey and lacrosse teams, and
football player Jimmy Gaines ’10 who Mauro calls
one of the best leaders he’s known at Canisius.
“Other players could see his dedication and it
impacted their approach,” says Mauro.

Team leaders’ influence can also extend beyond
sports. “I enjoyed being the guy who would help
younger teammates out whether that be on or off
the court. My role was to be there for my teammates
and motivate them,” says Gooch.
Caring for the whole person is a principle of Jesuit
education, and Canisius works that philosophy into
its sports programs. “Our athletic department does
leadership seminars with our team captains every
year. We are forming men for others who will be the
leaders of their generation once they enter the next
phase of their journey,” says Rich Robbins, head
football coach.

FALL 2015

The historic 2014-2015 sports year
for Canisius included State titles
for varsity federation hockey
and varsity club hockey.

Pat Crangle ‘15 and Michael Tierney ‘16
helped lead the Crusaders to the Monsignor
Martin lacrosse title.
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COMPLETE LEADERS

Max Montante ‘17 celebrates after scoring the game
winner against St. Joe’s.
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Alumni Volunteer Corps members
engage in simple living, hard work,
and spiritual formation with a focus
on community life.

CHS TODAY

MEET THE NEW
ALUMNI VOLUNTEERS

As students at Canisius High School, they learned the joy of serving others and experienced the impact of a
retreat. Now, they’re back at their alma mater for a new phase in their professional development, offering
service, making connections, and learning skills that will benefit them in their chosen career paths.
The Alumni Volunteer Corps is an 10-month placement on the faculty at Canisius High School. The AVs
live together in a school-provided house, and you can see them in action around campus on school days
assisting with teaching classes, working in the dean’s office or development office, as well as helping coach
the sports teams.
Meet the three men who are serving as Alumni Volunteers for the 2015-16 school year:

JOE GAGLIANO ‘11

Joining the Alumni Volunteer Corps
is a natural next step for Ace,
who grew up in Kenmore.
He’s
been an active volunteer with the
Canisius High School HAP (Higher
Achievement Program) for 7th grade
students for years. Since earning a
degree in Sports Management at
Medaille College, Ace is now working
on his Masters degree in Sports
Administration at Canisius College.
For the AV program at Canisius High
School, Ace is working with mentor
Mr. Joe Smith in physical education.
Ace also assists the athletic director
with special projects, works with
student government, assists in the
dean’s office, and will work with the
baseball team in the Spring. Ace
hopes to have a career in high school
athletics.

Alex is from Lake View, NY. He has
fond memories of playing hockey for
the Crusaders, and his experiences
from his Emmaus and Kairos retreats,
as well as his Immersion trip. Since
graduating from Canisius High
School, Alex has studied in London,
took part in a college Immersion
trip in Appalachia, and earned a
B.S. in business administration at
John Carroll University where he
also played hockey. Now, as an
AV back at Canisius High School,
Alex is working with Mr. Sam Belsito
in physical education, assisting
with varsity federation hockey, and
working with the advancement team
on young alumni projects. He will also
participate in another immersion trip.

Joe is from East Amherst, and he’s a former
Crusaders baseball player. He developed
his leadership skills while he was a student
at Canisius High School. He served as SADD
(Students Against Destructive Decisions)
president,
student
ambassador,
and
took part in Model United Nations. Joe
studied Business Competitive Intelligence
at Mercyhurst University, where he also
played Division II golf. Now, as part of the
AV program, Joe is serving as understudy
for Ms. Julie Doyle in her history classes, and
he will take over teaching her global history
and U.S. history classes in December. Joe is
also working with the advancement team
with young alumni projects, assisting the
golf coach, the club hockey team, and will
assist the baseball team in the Spring. As if
he doesn’t have enough on his plate, Joe is
also taking a real estate course. Joe has a
younger brother who is currently a junior at
Canisius High School. Joe says coming back
to Canisius as an AV felt like a homecoming,
and the faculty and staff have been very
welcoming.

“The two biggest factors that
persuaded me to leave my full time
job to come back to CHS were the
opportunity to be around such great
mentors, friends, and role models on a
daily basis, and then the experience
I will gain working in a high school
environment.”
-- Ace Vetrano

“Working as an AV for a year is an
opportunity for me to give back to
the school community, and it has
the added benefit of professional
experience and opportunities to
network with Canisius alumni.”
– Alex Barilec

“I felt the need to return to a place that has
given me so much, and give back what I
can to make Canisius a better community.”
– Joe Gagliano
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ALEXANDER BARILEC ‘11
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ANTHONY “ACE” VETRANO ‘10
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FUTURE LEADERSHIP?
CHS senior is making a name for himself in
the technology field.
You may want to remember the name Gregg
Mojica ’16. Because it’s entirely possible you’ll
look back one day with pride knowing he was a
Crusader. Gregg is one of the most plugged-in and
tech-savvy students at CHS. Consider his already
impressive resume:

• He’s designed a number of iOS apps that
can be purchased from the App Store
including several games, an anonymous
social networking app called “Viper”, and
a program that the school currently uses
to facilitate student/teacher/administrator
communication (Nexus Connect).
• He’s served as the tech correspondent for
the Buffalo News’ NeXT section, where his
articles have included a “teen’s take” on the
Apple Watch.
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• He is the founder of the school’s Coding
Club and an active member of the Film &
Animation Club.
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• He’s working with Leo Rocco ’94, a successful
San Francisco-based product developer,
on the technology for an education reward
program called “Gradology”.

Gregg Mojica ’16 is already a successful app
developer.

Gregg attended WWDC 2015 a few months
ago. That’s the Apple’s Worldwide Developers’
Conference, held in San Francisco.
The
international event drew thousands of the world’s
top iOS programmers and engineers for five days of
learning and networking. He even managed some
time away from the sessions to meet with alum Jim
Cavalieri ’87, senior vice president at Salesforce, one
of the nation’s top cloud computing companies.
The CHS community is so proud of Gregg and eager
to see just how bright his light will shine in the future.

During a Coding Club meeting, Gregg explains his vision
to Jack Walsh ‘16.

Gregg enjoys sharing his knowledge with other students.
Here he talks with Owen Wegman ‘16.

REUNION WEEKEND
CONNECTIONS AND CAMARADERIE
Reunion
Weekend
2015
featured three solid days of
memories and camaraderie.
The Rev. John Sturm, S.J.
‘35 Golf Classic featured
more participants than ever.
Members of the classes of
1965, 1969, and 1970 teed
off in the morning, followed
by 140+ Crusaders in the
afternoon.
The All-Alumni Stag Dinner
was also a hit. Live music,
classic BBQ, and reminiscing
highlighted the fun.

Former Raven band member, Jimmy Claire ’65, shows off his sax
skills during a guest appearance at the Stag Dinner.

CHS president Fr. David S.
Ciancimino, S.J. celebrated
Sunday Mass in the Rev.
James P. Higgins, S.J. ‘72
foyer. Canisius honored Bob
Kresse ‘45 at the Mass for
his 70th reunion anniversary.
After Mass, alumni and their
families enjoyed brunch in
the Kennedy Field House.

FALL 2015

Russell Rizzuto ’05 sported the throwback jersey during his round
with Charlie Steinwald ’05, Andrew Kraus ’05, and Matt LoTempio
’05 during the afternoon flight of the Alumni Golf Classic.

Mark your calendars
and make plans to
join us for the next
reunion weekend,
June 17-18, 2016.
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The Class of 1965 Dinner
served as a salute to our
golden jubilarians, featuring
food, awards, and plenty of
laughs. At the same time,
the All-Class Celebration
rocked the field house with
live music and food.
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CONNECTIONS AND CAMARADERIE
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Noel Sutton ‘95, Craig Guerra ‘95, Fr. Ciancimino,
S.J., Kevin Brandle ’95, and Rocco LaPenna.
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Fr. Ciancimino, S.J. and the Class of 1965 pose
during their Golden Jubilee Dinner Celebration.

Paul Zablocki ’01 with Tim Kane ’80, Tom
Wischerath ’80 and Tom Pericak ‘80.

Members of the Class of 1965 Reunion Giving
Committee present Fr. Ciancimino, S.J. with the Big
Check.

Joe Lucenti ’73 celebrates with some of his favorite JUG offenders from the Class of 1995.

B. Kevin Burke’s 1965 Diploma, Kevin and his
classmates received their “golden” diploma during
the Saturday evening dinner.

Fr. Ciancimino, S.J. preaching during the
Father’s Day Mass.

Three
generations
of Kresses
gathered to
celebrate
Kresse’s ’45
70th reunion
anniversary.
Members of the Ralyea family celebrating
Mr. Richard Ralyea’s 50th reunion anniversary.
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Memorabilia from the Class of 1965 Golden Jubilee Dinner Celebration.
Classes of 2001 and 2006, we have special events planned for you at the 2016 Reunion Weekend.
Please visit canisiushigh.org/alumni/staying-connected
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Mr. Robert
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ALUMNI
NEWS & NOTES
Thomas J. Ptak ‘59 and Stephanie
A. Kosicki recently celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary. They
married on August 7, 1965.
James P. Renda ‘61 was recently
honored by the Erie County Bar
Association with the 2015 Charles
H. Dougherty Civility Award.
This award is bestowed upon
an attorney “for demonstrating
the highest standards of civility,
integrity, honor and courtesy in the
legal profession.” Also, he has been
listed in Best Lawyers in America©
since 2005 and New York Super
Lawyers © since 2007.
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Michael Curley ‘65 is a Lawyer
and a Visiting Scholar at the
Environmental Law Institute in
Washington, D.C. He teaches and
writes books about environmental
finance and law.
When he’s
not doing that, he is building
clean water and basic sanitation
systems in rural areas in developing
countries and writing a book about
how to do this with some colleagues
from Johns Hopkins University. He
recently published an e-book, a
thriller titled “Final Extinction.”
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Jimmy Calire ’65 and members
of the influential 70s band Raven
performed at two sold out dates
in October at Sportsmens Tavern in
Buffalo.
Thomas Housler ’66 was inducted
into the Western New York Baseball
Hall of Fame during a ceremony in
September 2015.
Joe Manning ‘68 retired on July
11, 2015 after 43 years working for
the US Army. He spent 33 years
as a soldier retiring at the grade
of Colonel. He spent the past ten
years as a senior civilian managing
military bases in Japan, Belgium
and Pennsylvania. Joe is married
to Marianne Murawski of Buffalo.
They’ve spent 22 of their 38 years
together on overseas assignments.
They have two adult children
Patrick and Claire.
Phil Arno ’68 was inducted in the
Buffalo Broadcasters Hall of Fame
in September 2015.

Hon. Michael E. Hudson ‘69, has
been renominated and confirmed
for an additional nine-year term
as a Judge of the New York State
Court of Claims, to serve in the
Buffalo District.
Micheal Pearly ‘69 was elected
to the Erie County Bar Association
Board of Directors.
Peter Kreher ‘70 was elected
Chairman of the Board, Manresa
Jesuit Retreat House, Bloomfield
Hills, Michigan.
Peter Adornetto ‘73 received the
Pro-Vita Award from Bishop Richard
Malone of the Diocese of Buffalo in
January 2015.
Michelangelo Infurnari ‘77 has
been appointed Director of
Development for the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Westminster,
in London, United Kingdom. In
this role he will be responsible
for fundraising from the Catholic
community in Greater London
under the direction of Cardinal
Vincent Nichols, the chief prelate
in England and Wales. Infurnari
brings his more than 32 years of
professional fundraising experience
to the UK, where he relocated
with his wife of 31 years and two
adult daughters. He continues
to maintain a US residence at
Bethany Beach, DE. Previously,
Infurnari was Executive Director of
the Foundation for Fairfax County
Public Schools in Fairfax, VA where
he resided for the previous 21 years.
Eric Spina ‘79 was named the 19th
President of Dayton University. Eric
has extensive experience in Higher
Education Administration having
served as Vice Chancellor and
Provost over the course of a 24
year career at Syracuse University.
Eric earned his Ph.D. and Masters
Degree from Princeton University
in mechanical and aerospace
engineering. A prolific researcher
and author with a 20-year research
focus on experimental high-speed
fluid mechanics, he has worked
on multi-million dollar grants from
NASA, the National Science
Foundation and the Environmental
Protection Agency. He holds two

U.S. patents and authored, coauthored or edited dozens of
academic publications.
Peter McElroy ‘82 serves as the
CDC Team Lead for the U.S.
President’s
Malaria
Initiative,
working in 19 African countries,
including Republic of Congo and
was inspired by Ken Ngoopos ‘15
story.
Peter Quinn ‘86 was appointed by
California Governor Jerry Brown
as a judge of the Superior Court of
California, County of San Francisco
civil center courthouse where he
presides over civil trials.
Todd Mazurek ‘89 is the Director
of Global Advanced Solutions for
Visa.
Brian Casey ‘93 was named Partner
with New York Life Insurance
Company.
Jason Jankowiak ‘95 was named
one of WNY’s top 40 under 40 by
Buffalo Business First. Jason is the
Vice-President of Catholic Health’s
Carsiovascular Service Line.
James Nash ‘96 was elected to the
Erie County Bar Association Board
of Directors.
Leon Smith, IV ‘97 was named one
of WNY’s top 40 under 40 by Buffalo
Business First. Leon is the VicePresident of Niagara Lubricants.
Joseph M. Hanna ‘98, a partner
at Goldberg Segalla LLP, has
been selected to receive the Bar
Association of Erie County’s 2015
Lawyer of the Year Award which
was presented at the Association’s
128th annual dinner on June 8 at
Kleinhans Music Hall. He was also
named to Buffalo’s Legal Elite Top
10 by the Buffalo Law Journal.

DO YOU HAVE ALUMNI NEWS TO
SHARE? PLEASE EMAIL
CHSTODAY@CANISIUSHIGH.ORG

Matt Davison ‘99 was recently
named Managing Partner of
Martin Davison PR, a Buffalo PR and
branding firm.

Robert Grimaldi ‘05 and Kelly
Fronczak were married on May
23, 2015 at St. Michael’s Church in
Buffalo.

Jonathan Shaw ‘02 is in his 10th
season with the Indianapolis Colts
and was recently promoted to pro
scout/special projects.

Peter Krystof ‘08 and Bianca
Gjorgievski were married in August
9, 2014 at St. Michael’s Church in
Buffalo.

Christian Willmott ‘04 and Michael
Dimmer ‘04 leveraged the success
of their Black Market Food Truck
into their first brick and mortar
restaurant, Marble and Rye, on
Genesee Street near Oak Street in
Buffalo.
Ben Fabian ‘04 moved back to
Western New York to be the new
Student
Support
Coordinator
for Judicial Affairs and Student
Advocacy at the University at
Buffalo and was elected President
of the College Student Personnel
Association of New York State.
Bob Finan ‘09 and Sean Insolaco
PP ‘10 ‘12 ‘14 opened Tommyrotter
Distillery, featuring artisan craft gin
and vodka, on Seneca St. near
Larkenville.

BIRTHS
Theodore Kresse ‘96 and his wife
Charlotte welcomed their third son,
Tucker Daniel Kresse, on October 8.
Mike Leyland ‘01 and his wife,
Emma He, welcomed their son,
and second child, William Francis
Feng Leyland, on August 26. The
Leylands live in Guangzhou, China.
Joseph Battin ‘02 and his wife
welcomed Marlowe Mary Battin on
September 9.

Joseph C Thielmann ‘15 earned the
Eagle Scout rank with Boy Scout
Troop 325 in Elma. His community
service project was collecting
and assembling more than 100
“winter survival bags” for homeless
veterans.

Steve Coppola ‘02 and his wife
welcomed Constance Benton
“Connie Bel” Coppola on Feb. 7.

Eli Lipka ’15 earned the Eagle Scout
rank with Boy Scout Troop 48 based
out of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Church (OLSH) in Orchard Park.

Jim Rahill ‘02 and his wife Erika
welcomed Ryan James Rahill on
February 4.

MARRIAGES
Frank Fusco ‘98 and Allie Herzog
were married on July 18, 2015 on
Block Island, RI.

DO YOU HAVE ALUMNI NEWS
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Mr. Fredrick J. Roeder ‘42
Rev. Robert J. Suchan, S.J. ‘43
Mr. Alvah T. Connolly ‘44
Dr. Joseph T. Quinlivan ‘44
Honorable John P. Callanan, Sr. ‘46
Mr. Vincent J. Cronin ‘46
Mr. Richard A. Ehrensberger ‘47
Mr. Paul J. Lapczenski ‘47
Mr. Richard J. Lee ‘48
Mr. John R. Corr ‘49
Mr. Charles W. Salter ‘49
Mr. Donald J. Human ‘50
Cmdr. Henry E. Keppel, Jr. ‘50
Mr. John G. McDermott ‘50
Mr. Richard F. McGrath ‘50
Mr. August C. Taglienti ‘50
Dr. Joseph A. Kulick ‘51
Mr. Joseph M. Abate ‘52
Mr. Richard C. Crotty ‘52
Mr. Robert A. Napierala ‘52
Dr. Phillip A. Peschio ‘52
Mr. Phillip A. Thielman ‘53
Mr. Carl A. Camillo, Jr. ‘54
Mr. Thomas J. Drumsta ’55
Mr. John A. MacDonald ‘55
Mr. David Johnston ‘56
Mr. Mark F. Rittling ‘59
Mr. Gregory R. Roy ‘59
Mr. John A. Frauenheim ’60
Mr. Terrance Hartnett ‘60
Mr. Thomas J. O’Connor ‘60
Dr. Lewis J. Sinatra ‘60
Mr. Louis B. Vertino ‘60
Mr. John J. Stasio ‘61
Mr. Joseph M. Taibbi ‘61
Mr. Charles M. Culhane ’63
Mr. Warren W. Herrgott ‘63
Mr. John P. Shannon, Jr. ‘64
Mr. Leslie N. Csonka ‘65
Mr. John T. Gorham ‘65
Mr. Joseph M. Hassett ‘65
Mr. George I. Heffernan ‘65
Mr. L. James Manning, Jr. ‘65
Mr. Terence K McLaughlin ‘65
Mr. Peter J. Murrett III ‘65
Mr. Ronald E. Gworek ‘66
Mr. Peter L. Csaba ‘68
Mr. Bernard A. Continelli ‘75
Mr. Thomas Sewastynowicz ‘75
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Matt Rogowski ‘05 and Kristin
Castafero were married on June 6,
2015. The couple lives in New York
City.

Christopher Henel ‘01 and his
wife Jessica welcomed Nathan
Rudolph Henel on February 15.

We remember alums who have
passed away since the
Spring of 2015:
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Connor
Mangan
’11,
who
graduated Magna Cum Laude
from Harvard in May, has been
selected for a 2015-16 Fulbright US
Student Award to China. While in
China, Mangan will be researching
the emergence and spread
of Avian influenza epidemics
in addition to working towards
fluency in Mandiran Chinese.

Nicholas Smeeding ‘09 married
Megan Johnson in Columbus,
OH on September 5, 2015. Patrick
Deacon ‘09 served as best man,
and Jeff White ‘09 served as asst.
best man.

IN MEMORIAM
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Crusaders head out of school and into the
neighborhood for the Walk for Canisius on
October 9. This year’s walkathon raised money
for library improvements.
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Ms. Kathleen Riley kicks up her heels during the
walkathon on Elmwood Avenue.

Mrs. Catherine Pitek’s art students get creative
with chalk on the campus sidewalks.

Crusaders compete in tug-o-war at the
Spirit Week pep rally.

Fr. Frederick Betti, S.J. talks with potential
future Crusaders during Open House.

A math discussion during Open House between
a potential Crusader and Mr. Donald Williams.

Autumn is a busy time at school with so many activities including Spirit
Week, Open House, and athletics. These two pages feature snapshots
capturing some of the events and moments.

Emmaus 154 Retreat at Cradle Beach.

Seniors work on finishing the floors at the Response
to Love Center on Buffalo’s East Side as part of the
Fourth Day service retreat.

CHS big brothers and student senate representatives
greet the class of 2019 at the start of the school
year.

Canisius at sunset. Jack Borowiak ’16 took this
photo using a drone.
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The choir sings at the Mass of the Holy Spirit.
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The Blue Crew packed the stands at the Robert
J. Stransky Memorial Complex to cheer as the
Crusaders defeated St. Joe’s in football.
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CLASS OF 2015
COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE LIST

26

Alfred University
Allegheny College
American University
Auburn University
Babson College
Baldwin Wallace University
Baylor University
Belmont University
Bentley University
Berklee College of Music
Boston College
Boston University
Bowling Green State University
Bucknell University
Butler University
Canisius College
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
Catholic University
Clarkson University
Cleveland Institute of Art
Colgate University
College of the Holy Cross
College of Saint Rose
College of William & Mary
College of Wooster
Columbia College Chicago
Cornell University
Creighton University
CUNY - City College of New York
Daemen College
Dartmouth College
Davis & Elkins College
Denison University
Duquesne University
D’Youville College
Edinboro University
Elmira College
Elon University
Embry - Riddle Aeronautical
University
Erie Community College
Fairfield University
Fairmont State University
Florida Institute of Technology
Fordham University
Franciscan University
Gannon University
George Washington University
Georgetown University
Gonzaga University
Hampden-Sydney College
Hamilton College
Hartwick College
Haverford College
Hawaii Pacific University
High Point University
Hobart and William Smith
Colleges
Houghton College
Howard University

Indiana University
Ithaca College
John Carroll University
Johns Hopkins University
Johnson & Wales University
Kent State University
Keuka College
King’s College
La Salle University
LeMoyne College
Long Island University
Loyola University, Chicago
Loyola University, Maryland
Loyola University, New Orleans
Louisiana State University
Marist College
Marquette University
Medaille College
Mercyhurst University
Miami University, Ohio
Michigan State University
Middlebury College
Nazareth College
Niagara University
North Carolina State University
Northeastern University
Northwestern University
Notre Dame College
Ohio Northern University
Ohio State University
Ohio University
Pace University
Pennsylvania State University
Pratt Institute
Providence College
Purdue University
Queens University of Charlotte
Quinnipiac University
Regis College
Regis University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rice University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Rollins College
Saint Bonaventure University
Saint John Fisher College
Saint Joseph’s University
Saint Lawrence University
Saint Louis University
Savannah College of Art and
Design
School of the Art Institute of
Chicago
Seattle University
Siena College
Southern Methodist University
Spring Hill College
Stetson University
Stonehill College
SUNY Albany
SUNY Alfred

SUNY Binghamton
SUNY Brockport
SUNY Buffalo (UB)
SUNY College at Buffalo State
SUNY Delhi
SUNY Fredonia
SUNY Geneseo
SUNY Oswego
SUNY Polytechnic Institute
SUNY Stony Brook
Syracuse University
Texas Christian University
Thiel College
Union College
United States Air Force Academy
United States Naval Academy
University of Akron
University of Alabama
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Chicago
University of Connecticut
University of Dayton
University of Denver
University of Detroit Mercy
University of Florida
University of Hartford
University of Illinois, UrbanaChampaign
University of Louisville
University of Maine
University of Maryland, College Park
University of Michigan
University of Notre Dame
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Richmond
University of Rochester*
University of Scranton
University of South Carolina
University of Tampa
University of Texas, El Paso
University of Toronto
University of Tulsa
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
University of Washington
Utica College
Villa Maria College
Villanova University
Wake Forest University
Wells College
Wesleyan University
Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Xavier University
* One student admitted to Rochester
Early Medical Scholars Program.

THANK YOU
RALPH SPERRAZZA, MD ‘64
FOR PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS AT CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL

Ralph Sperrazza MD ‘64 shows his support for Canisius
High School for everyone to see. At his medical
practice – where he specializes in infertility treatment
– Dr. Sperrazza has been known to sport a gold tie
with the Canisius High School logo. According to Dr.
Sperrazza, his son Nicholas Sperrazza ‘08 often jokes
that his father bleeds blue and gold.

“Canisius had a profound impact on
me, especially the teachers who
demonstrated goodness of heart,
concern for others, and especially,
care for their students,” he says.
“While we developed the academic
discipline we would need to succeed
in college, the faculty did not stifle our
spirit, and let us be young men.”
Dr. Sperrazza believes so strongly in the Canisius
experience, he and his wife Lynn established a
significant scholarship fund to assist young men
today in obtaining a Canisius High School education.
The scholarship fund is managed by a non-profit
charitable organization so that the fund can grow

and continue to assist students at Canisius for years
to come.
“We support Canisius because of what the school
has done for me, my son and my family,” Dr.
Sperrazza concludes. “To know this scholarship can
help a young man to have the same incredibly
positive experience makes us very proud.” Dr.
Sperrazza is pictured above with his wife Lynn
and son Nicholas.

For more information on how you can support
Canisius High School’s mission and students, contact:
Craig Harris
Vice President for Institutional Advancement
716.200.0265
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IMPORTANT
DATES AND EVENTS
CHS IN CHICAGO
Wednesday, November 11, 2015 at Loyola University
Chicago, Watertower Campus,
6:00 – 9:00 p.m. The CHS in Chicago Alumni Chapter
hosts a reception for CHS president
Fr. David S. Ciancimino and Ms. Andrea
Tyrpak-Endres, CHS principal. Join fellow alumni for
an evening of cocktails and conversation.
FATHER/SON COMMUNION MASS & BREAKFAST
Sunday, November 15, 2015, 8:30 a.m.
at St. Michael’s Church in Buffalo
DOWNTOWN PRIEST ANNUAL LUNCHEON
Friday, November 20, 2015
Noon - 2:00 at Chef’s Restaurant
ALUMNI FAMILY SERVICE DAY
Saturday, November 21, 2015, 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
at St. Luke’s & NativityMiguel School
CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL ENTRANCE EXAM
Saturday, November 21, 2015,
8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
LADIES HOLIDAY GIFT GATHERING BREAKFAST FOR
GAMBIT
Friday, December 4, 2015
8:30 am - 10:30 am at the Buffalo Club
For all mothers, grandmothers, alumni mothers and
friends of Canisius. RSVP to the GAMBIT office.

BENEFACTOR BRUNCH
Sunday, December 6, 2015, 10:00 a.m.
at the Kennedy Field House at CHS
Invitation only. Please call Debbie Burke, director of
annual giving, 716-200-0261.
ALUMNI BEEF & BARREL NIGHT
Saturday, January 2, 2016, 6:00 - 9:00
at the Kennedy Field House at CHS
ALUMNI HOCKEY GAME
Sunday, January 3, 2016, 3:00 - 5:30 at Riverworks
REGISTRATION DAY FOR THE CLASS OF 2020
Saturday, January 30, 2016
ALUMNI BASKETBALL RECEPTION
Tuesday, February 9, 2016, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
at the Kennedy Field House at CHS
36TH ANNUAL CHILLY CHALLENGE 5K
Sunday, February 28, 2016, 10:00 a.m. at CHS
CHS IN NAPLES
Wednesday, March 16, 2016, 5:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Alumni will gather for food, fun, and memories at
Naples Heritage Golf & Country Club.
GAMBIT XLII
Saturday, April 16, 2016, 5:30 p.m.
at the Kennedy Field House at CHS
REUNION WEEKEND
Friday/Saturday, June 17-18, 2016
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