
 

Upon entering high school, a young man may feel overwhelmed by 
the transition into a foreign environment. He is plagued by 
uncertainties, stressing over who his friends will be, what groups he 
will be a part of, and how he can fit in. At Canisius, I have witnessed 
God’s ability to ease the hearts of these young men as they 
transform from timid freshmen into confident men. They have 
opened themselves to their community, allowing them to blossom 
as they meet new people and try new experiences. I have been 
moved to tears as I witnessed introverted students, having never 
been in the spotlight, lead their brothers with confidence; timid 
artists, having never performed on stage, shine with enthusiasm; 
inexperienced athletes, having never played a particular sport, 
triumph with pride; and religiously unaffiliated underclassmen, 
having never prayed, be overwhelmed by God’s goodness. This 
maturation is a product of the love Canisius expresses through its 
dedication to Cura Personalis, caring for each and every individual 
student. I cannot express how grateful I am for Canisius and for my 
brothers in the Class of 2021. This year was made possible through 
the tremendous effort of a dedicated faculty and an outstanding 
student body. I am truly humbled to have been nominated for Mr. 
Canisius by a group of young men so loving. The other candidates all 
perfectly embody the ideals of a Jesuit education, and it is an honor 
to stand alongside them as our class prepares to go from the Blue 
Doors to promote God’s greater glory with the world.  

Michael Dobrasz  

 

“It’s the climb.” Not only is this Miley lyric an all-time classic, but it 
also relates perfectly to the world today. We’ve all lost so much 
recently: everything from time with loved ones to state 
championship basketball games (sigh). It’s overwhelming to even 
think about. Nonetheless, we’ve persevered, not because it’s been 
easy, but because we understand that growth comes from facing 
adversity —the climb. Personally, this growth has allowed me to 
reshape my understanding of gratitude. I remember the regret after 
the basketball season was canceled of having only cherished the 
successes. I remember the regret while I sat alone in my room 
attending virtual classes of not having appreciated even the hardest 
days in school. I remember the regret of treasuring moments only 
after they had become memories.  

But now, the millionth consecutive sprint across the court is a little 
less painful, and my alarm clock rings with a little less annoyance.  

Count blessings, not problems.  

So—from the bottom of my heart—I want to say that I’m truly 
humbled by this nomination, especially alongside these five 
exemplary peers. Each of them deserves this award for not only 
what they’ve accomplished, but who they are. While I’m honored to 
be among this group, my nomination is merely a reflection of the 
incredible faculty and brothers that surround me every day. Thank 
you for embracing that reserved, anxious kid back in 2017, 
supporting me when times were toughest, and inspiring me to be 
the best version of myself. Thank you 1180.  

Eric Geisler  

 

Words cannot express the gratitude I feel for each and every 
relationship that I have formed at Canisius. It truly is an honor to be 
selected alongside these five other candidates who I can call my 
brothers. Coming into Canisius as a freshman, I merely saw it as a 
school. Little did I know how Canisius would transform me. Looking 
back on my four years here, I have come to the realization that our 
motto, “Men For Others”, is forever imprinted in my heart and soul. 
This is not because of things that I have done myself but from the 
consistent support and encouragement I have received from my 
teachers and brothers, through athletics, academics, and service 
opportunities. I entered the blue doors with enthusiasm and as I 
interacted with the upperclassmen and teachers who were living 
out this motto, I began to understand what it truly meant. Over the 
years, Canisius became a second home, a place where I could spend 
more time with likeminded people and pour the love that they had 
shown me back into the lives of others in our school and 
community. My interactions with underclassmen and fellow 
classmates have helped me come to realize, as stated by a former 
Mr. Canisius recipient, George Burnett, each one of us is 
representative of the Mr. Canisius qualities and we help each other 
develop into better individuals who will impact the world. A.M.D.G.  

Joshua Harbison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

First of all, I want to express how honored and fortunate I feel to be 
nominated alongside such fantastic students. Josh, Eric, Solomon, 
Michael, and Aidan are all kind, intellectual, and humble men who 
are entirely deserving of their nominations.  

I suppose my story with Canisius begins long before I first walked 
through the blue doors. It begins with my dad, whose positive 
experience with the school ensured that it would be a part of my 
life, too. I was essentially predestined for Canisius. But I didn’t really 
know what “Canisius” was. I took my dad’s word for it and enrolled.  

I quickly discovered that my dad was right about Canisius; it has 
proven to be a formative experience for me. My full gratitude for 
the school, though, only came about last year during quarantine. As 
the saying goes, “You don’t know what you have until it’s gone.” 
Losing the opportunity to see my friends and teachers in person was 
difficult— as I’m sure it was for many of you— but it led me to a 
deep sense of gratitude for those people in the Canisius community. 
And through that gratitude, I finally understood that “Canisius” is 
best defined as that community, which reveals itself even in the 
small moments, like saying “Hi!” in the hallways or laughing 
together at a joke.  

So thank you for saying “Hi!” Thank you for laughing with me. Thank 
you to all my classmates over the past four years for making this 
community and my experience with it so special. I hope I’ve done 
the same for you.  

A.M.D.G.  

Will Joyce  

 
 
Hello, Canisius. My name is Solomon Lian, and I am greatly honored 
to be nominated for the Mr. Canisius Award. We all know the 
eminent saying by Mr. Coppola in freshman year, “You need to step 
in with both feet.” Beginning at Canisius, I had only one foot in. 
Arriving from a small middle school, Canisius was a new 
environment for me, and I was unsure if I would fit in at a 
prestigious school. Then, I made friends with whom I forged a 
brotherhood. I joined clubs and retreats. I met teachers who 
challenged me with rigorous academics and taught me the Jesuit 
values. I was supported by Father Ciancimino and the school 
administration when I was struggling in school. Slowly, I placed both 
of my feet in. I embraced the opportunities that Canisius provided 
me with. I realized Canisius was not only a school but a family. I 
want to thank Canisius for shaping me into the student I am today 
and the values it has instilled in me: for pushing me to strive for 
more, for helping me become a better man for others, for guiding 
me in cura personalis, and for educating me to use what I have 
learned to “set the world on fire.” I will use these teachings as I 
finally step out of the blue doors. Thank you, Canisius. 

Solomon Lian 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

I am extremely honored and humbled to be nominated as a 
candidate for the Mr. Canisius Award alongside five of my 
classmates whom are all friends that I look up to with great respect. 
When reflecting upon the past four years, the most impactful part of 
my journey has been the everlasting bonds that I have not only 
created with my classmates, but with everyone I have met that is a 
part of the Canisius community. The moment I stepped inside of the 
blue doors, I became a part of a brotherhood that was like no other. 
Although I always heard of the Canisius brotherhood, I never truly 
grasped the extent of it as no matter whether one was an athlete, a 
scholar, or had other strengths, everybody was a part of the same 
family. Being fortunate enough to experience in-person learning 
showed me the power of the brotherhood, as we continued to come 
together even in a time where we were encouraged to distance 
ourselves from each other. Despite moving onto the next chapter of 
my life very soon, Canisius will always remain as an integral part of 
who I am due to the lifelong relationships that I have formed 
through being blessed with the opportunity to experience the sense 
of community and excellence that is Canisius High School. 

AMDG,  

Aidan O’Donnell  

 


