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“WHY NOT BE A TEACHER? YOU’D BE A 
FINE TEACHER; PERHAPS A GREAT ONE.

IF I WAS, WHO WOULD KNOW IT?

YOU; YOUR PUPILS; YOUR FRIENDS; 
GOD. NOT A BAD PUBLIC, THAT.”

- SIR THOMAS MORE TO RICHARD RICH 
  “A Man for All Seasons”

Students gathered outside the door of long time science teacher 
Mr. White on the last day of classes.  He had taught his last class 
and the students congregated to applaud and thank him for his 
47 years of teaching at Canisius High School. Accolades soon 
arrived from alumni far and wide — words of gratitude from 
many of the thousands of lives touched through the classroom 
and lab of Mr. Russell K. White.     

For all the wonderful co-curricular activities that Canisius offers 
and our successes on the athletic field, Canisius High School 
remains exactly what our name says we have been from the 
beginning, a school.  A school, of course, requires teachers just 
as much as it does students.  Since the first Jesuit school was 
founded in Messina, Sicily in 1548, the relationship between 
student and teacher continues to be one of the most important 
relationships in Jesuit schools. The classroom is holy ground.  It is 
in the classroom where Jesuit schools help to build the Kingdom 

of God.  Our teachers labor with the hope that when each person 
leaves the room – teacher included – what has transpired there 
will help the world become a more just and loving place for the 
greater glory of God.  

The Jesuit Schools Network recently published a document 
entitled Our Way of Proceeding: Standards & Benchmarks 
for Jesuit Schools in the 21st Century.  It has poignant words 
about the role of teachers.  Part of the introduction reads: “In 
Jesuit schools, teaching cannot be merely about disseminating 
information and imparting career skills. In the vision of Ignatius, 
teaching is a vocation, a mission, and a labor of love.”  

If we were able to poll the generations of teachers who have 
taught at Canisius since 1870, we would likely hear a similar 
understanding and vision of teaching.  Teachers at Jesuit schools 
find their vocations by working in them, and that has certainly 
been the case at Canisius. Teaching is hard work.  It is truly a 
labor of love.  I am consistently moved by the ways in which 
our teachers love and care for our students. To see our teachers 
interact with our students is to see God at work in the moment.  

In this issue of CHS Today, we profile some graduates under the 
age of 40.  Reflecting on their time behind the Blue Doors, they 
often told stories about the faculty and the profound influence 
those women and men had on their lives.  Regardless of their 
professions today, these alumni credit their years at Canisius 
with helping define the person each has become today.  While 
they acknowledge their great fortune with gratitude to many, 
their teachers at Canisius are at the forefront.  

As you read about these alumni, I invite you to reflect on your 
own relationship with Canisius.  As an alumnus, think about 
your teachers and coaches, and what they may continue to mean 
to you.  If you are a parent, marvel at the growth you witnessed in 
your son with each passing year.  If you are a friend of Canisius, 
revel in the fact that what happens here is dependent on your 
support in countless ways.  

This is holy ground and it is God who we glimpse in the hallways, 
classrooms, courts, and fields that Canisius High School is so 
blessed to enjoy.

Thank you for your continued care and support for CHS and our 
students today. 

Blessings and gratitude, 

Fr. David Ciancimino, S.J.
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As always, graduation was both beautiful and bittersweet as our 
seniors finished up their tenure as students at Canisius High 
School and became our newest alums. The weeks following were 
filled with end-of-the-year ceremonies and exams culminating 
in just a handful of eerily quiet days at 1180 Delaware Avenue. 
Everything sprang to life again with the energy of Reunion 
Weekend as Canisius came together to celebrate the tradition 
and brotherhood that has thrived for so many decades. The 
celebrations here at Canisius and the camaraderie on the golf 
course, as well as at various dinner venues throughout the city, 
are an incredible commentary on the blessings of our extensive 
community. 

Days earlier, 52 U.S. History students and six parents and 
teachers loaded busses and headed for the annual trek to 
Gettysburg. Soon, the halls and classrooms and back field were 
full once again, with future Crusaders. There were seventh 
graders participating in HAP (the Higher Achievement 
Program) and a new Video Game Design course. Eighth graders 
in our Crusader Prep program learned basics in English, reading 
and math to help get them ready for the rigors of our academic 
program. Some of our current students took part in remediation 
classes and many more chose enrichment classes to be able to 
accelerate their schedule of advanced and honors courses. On 
any given summer day, more than 500 students fill the building. 
Many more are participating in sports camps and practicing in 
the weight room or on the back field.

This summer, our library is being renovated to bring it into 
the 21st century. The work is well under way and it is looking 
spectacular. Along with administration, our IT staff is working 
on a new website and a new and improved student information 
system. Maintenance is very hard at work with the library as well 
as in the routine summer jobs of cleaning every classroom and 
polishing every floor.

Inevitably at this time of year, I hear: “Are you done yet?” “Is 
school out yet?” “You must be glad it’s over.” I just smile knowing 
how alive things are at Canisius.  

Ms. Andrea Tyrpak-Endres
Principal

FROM THE 

PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE

Potential future Crusaders challenged themselves at HAP.

The Canisius library is getting a makeover this summer.



“FR. VAN DYKE AND MR. TUDINI 
REALLY INSTILLED THAT IN ME. 

THEY LIT MY FIRE FOR LEARNING 
AND TELLING STORIES AND 

LANGUAGE. THOSE ARE THE 
GUYS WHO REALLY MEANT A LOT 

TO ME.”

- DAN AMIGONE ‘00
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UNDER 40 ALUMNI TO WATCH 

DAN AMIGONE ‘00
“Oh God, I hate the Maple Leafs.” That’s how Dan Amigone 

‘00 responded to executives at HBO Sports when they asked him 
if he would be the feature producer for “24/7 Red Wings-Maple 
Leafs: Road to the Winter Classic.” While knowing that working 
for HBO Sports would be a great opportunity, Amigone couldn’t 
help himself when he learned he’d be spending several weeks 
in Toronto, covering a rival to his beloved Sabres. The outburst 
from the former captain of the Crusaders hockey team made a 
good impression on the executives, though. “They knew I was 
passionate about the sport,” he says with a laugh. His zeal paid off. 
Amigone earned an Emmy nomination for the show.  

Amigone’s work as a freelance producer of documentaries has 
run the gamut from the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
to the Panama Canal, to sports. He has worked for PBS’ American 
Experience, The Animal Planet, National Geographic, A&E, 
and The History Channel, as well as for HBO Sports on another 
24/7 documentary on a bout between pugilists Manny Pacquio 

and Brandon Rios. Currently, Amigone is the post producer for 
Showtime’s “The Circus: Inside the Greatest Political Show on 
Earth.” Given the current political climate, it’s been a wild ride of 
late. “The stuff we don’t put on the show is even crazier than what 
we do put on, believe me,” he says.

Documentary films have provided Amigone with rich 
experiences in different fields, and his quest for narrative is 
palpable. He traces the roots of this venture to his days in the 
classroom at Canisius, and the teachers who inspired him.  
“Fr. (James) Van Dyke (S.J. ‘77) and Mr. (Frank) Tudini (‘62) 
really instilled that in me. They lit my fire for learning and telling 
stories and language. Those are the guys who really meant a lot 
to me.”

As for the future, Amigone is unsure what lies ahead. “Television 
is really in flux. I’m interested to see how things shake out.” He 
likens his readiness for the future of the business though to his 
preparation for Fr. Van Dyke’s class: “Being a producer is all about 
being utterly prepared, but also being able to think well on your 
feet. You wanted to be prepared going into Fr. Van Dyke’s class.”   
     Amigone and his wife live in northern New Jersey and recently 
were blessed with twins: Wolf and Isabella.    

A L U M N I  T O  W A T C H 
From business to medicine, athletics to the priesthood, a new generation of Crusaders are 

influencing and inspiring while distinguishing themselves in their chosen fields.  On the pages that 
follow, we highlight several of these “Men for Others” and what they’ve accomplished before 

reaching age 40.  It would be difficult to profile all of the exceptional young alumni in one magazine, 
so these are just a few of the standouts in this new generation of ambassadors for Canisius.
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SAM AMOIA ‘00
These days, it’s not uncommon for Sam Amoia ‘00 to work 

18-hour days and be on international flights four times in a 
month. Amoia owns and operates two different design studios, 
both in New York City. One studio creates hand-crafted, one-of-
a-kind interior art for high-end homes in New York, Miami, and 
Los Angeles, as well as hotels in London, Paris, and Belize. The 
other studio makes pieces of furniture with precious gemstones 
and natural minerals for a host of clients. Amoia and his team 
have created pieces for Christian Dior and Bulgari among 
others. His work has been featured in the DeLorzenzo Gallery 
in New York, as well.  

Arriving at such success was a circuitous route for the young 
designer. It was a path that included working for an architect in 
Argentina, several hotels, and exactly one class at the Fashion 
Institute of Technology. All that time, though, Amoia admits 
that he was “always interested in design.”  

Amoia actually credits his time in JUG with helping create 
these two different companies.  
 
“I had so much JUG. I was in there in 

the summer and Christmas break, but 

the discipline of it actually helped me in 

my future. I can’t remember how many 

times I had to write, ‘Promptness aides 

the learning process for all’.” Amoia also 

credits Canisius for expanding his horizons 

and exposing him to a level of diversity 

with which he was previously unfamiliar. 

“I met so many different kinds of kids, 

and I learned how to create special 

relationships with people,” he says.   
 
    Amoia would like to expand his company’s brand going 
forward, and work with companies that cater to a broader 
market beyond his current customers. “Not everyone can afford 
a $50,000 piece of furniture. I want to do something more for 
people.”  
 
Photo Courtesy: Eileen Chiang

ALUMNI 
TO 
WATCH
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UNDER 40 ALUMNI TO WATCH 

KEITH BECKER ‘97
     “The knowledge that there are so many more unidentified 
offenders and victims out there keeps me going.” Keith Becker 
‘97 is talking about the frightening world of child pornography 
and exploitation. As the Acting Assistant Deputy Chief of the 
U.S. Justice Department’s Child Exploitation and Obscenity 
Section (CEOS) it’s his job to find offenders who use technology 
to hide their identities from law enforcement. 
     Becker has been a public servant for his entire professional 
career so far. The 2004 Harvard Law School grad started 
with the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Washington, D.C. in 2005 
prosecuting federal crimes ranging from violent assaults to 
child pornography and narcotics offenses. He moved to CEOS 
in 2010. “Bringing child sex offenders to justice is extremely 
challenging,” says Becker. He notes the ubiquity of mobile 
devices and growth of the so-called Dark Internet. “Hidden 
websites not available through standard search engines and that 
rely on difficult-to-trace anonymous computer servers…can 

make it highly difficult to identify these sorts of offenders and 
embolden users to commit more egregious offenses than are 
seen on traditional Internet platforms.” 
      Becker advises parents to be vigilant about who their children 
communicate with online, and to also realize that “stranger 
danger” is not the biggest threat. “The overwhelming majority 
of child sexual abuse is perpetrated by an offender who is known 
to the child and the child’s family,” explains Becker.
      Becker says his interest in public service was absolutely born 
at Canisius. His experience on the 1997 state champion CHS 
Mock Trial team inspired him to become a trial lawyer. “That’s 
where I first learned how to construct legal arguments, examine 
witnesses, and think on my feet in a courtroom,” says Becker. “I 
can recall moments where my teachers or coaches at CHS, my 
former mock trial coach Mr. Bill Kresse (‘90, now Dr. Kresse and 
principal at City Honors) is one example, pushed me to excel 
when I easily could have coasted to mere proficiency.”

Disclaimer: Opinions expressed by Keith Becker are his opinions 
and not necessarily the opinions of the U.S. Department of Justice.

“THE KNOWLEDGE THAT 

THERE ARE SO MANY 

MORE UNIDENTIFIED 

OFFENDERS AND 

VICTIMS OUT THERE 

KEEPS ME GOING.” 

- KEITH BECKER ‘97

ALUMNI 
TO 
WATCH
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UNDER 40 ALUMNI TO WATCH 

MICHAEL BLAKE ‘06
Brownsville Collegiate Charter School is in one of the lowest 

income census tracts in Brooklyn. “We have 330 students, grades 
5-8. Eighty-eight percent of them receive free or reduced-price 
lunch,” says Michael Blake ’06. “It’s an area that needs a really great 
school.” Blake is the director of operations at Brownsville – one of 
45 schools run by Uncommon Schools charter school management 
company. He manages all of the non-instructional functions at the 
school alongside a principal who oversees the instructional areas.

Blake developed a desire early on to use his talents to serve others, 
thanks to his parents who instilled that value and his experience 
at Canisius High School. But, it was shortly after earning a history 
degree at Duke University, when he was working in the university’s 
admissions office, that he truly saw the “achievement gap.” “Maybe 
the student went to a high school that was underfunded, and while 
the student worked really hard and would love to go to a place like 
Duke, that student was just not academically prepared,” explains 
Blake.

That experience stayed in Blake’s mind. Over the next few  
years he worked for a management consulting group. Then, he 
spent a year in Rome working with the United Nations World Food 
Program. When the opportunity arose at Brownsville Collegiate, 
Blake saw it as a chance to do something more for children who 
may not have the same opportunities that he’s had.

“I definitely draw some direct connections between the work 
I’m doing now and the values I was exposed to at Canisius,” says 
Blake. He recalls AP History with Fr. Louis Garaventa, S.J. as one 
of his favorite classes. “Fr. Garaventa challenged us to think beyond 
Buffalo, and consider different perspectives.”

As for the future, Blake wants to continue working in education, 
“shaping the next generation and working to reverse whatever 
inequalities students may have experienced.”

UNDER 40 ALUMNI TO WATCH 

PAUL CASEY ‘98 

Behind his desk in his midtown Manhattan office, Paul Casey 
‘98 has a framed copy of a print entitled “Buffalo: The City of 
Good Neighbors.” Even though he’s been at Morgan Stanley since 
graduation from Fordham University in 2002, Casey’s love for 
Buffalo and Canisius High School remains strong.  

“Canisius instilled in me a notion of being accountable and 
responsible,” says Casey. Accountability and responsibility are 
notions with which Casey has become intimately familiar in his 13 
years at Morgan Stanley. He began his career there as an investment 
management analyst. After two years, he joined the Global Wealth 
Management Product Development Group. Then in 2007, he 
became one of the youngest vice presidents in Morgan Stanley as he 
headed a global private wealth management strategy and business 
management team, where he led efforts within the United States. 
Today, Casey is a managing director and the Chief Operating 
Officer of Private Wealth Management. The firm comprises 400 
private wealth advisors who collectively manage over $250 billion.   
       Casey credits his years at Canisius as good preparation for his 
career. “Canisius helped me be a ‘man for others’. In the financial 
world, my hopes are that I can help raise the tide for all of us,” says 
the former football co-captain and Canisius student senate 

representative. He’s thankful for Fr. David McCallum, S.J. (who was 
Mr. McCallum, S.J. during Casey’s years) and the late Fr. James 
Higgins, S.J. ‘72. “They forced upon me the discipline around 
learning and comprehension of difficult material, and instilled a 
confidence in me that with the proper preparation, I could excel in 
their classes,” he says. Regarding Fr. Higgins’ freshman algebra class, 
Casey says, “You could never take a day off. Ever.”  9

ALUMNI 
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UNDER 40 ALUMNI TO WATCH 

FR. STEVE DEWITT, O.F.M. ‘00
Growing up in a secular Franciscan household on Eggert Road, 

Fr. Steve DeWitt, O.F.M. ‘00 says that while his spirituality has been 
Franciscan since his youth, “The education I received at Canisius 
was about service.” He has taken what he learned at 1180 Delaware 
Avenue about service and dedicated his life to it. After studying 
history and theology at St. Bonaventure University and one year of 
graduate studies at the University of Dayton, Fr. DeWitt entered the 
Holy Name Province of the Order of Friars Minor, the oldest order 
of the Franciscans. Upon completion of his Franciscan formation, 
which included further study of philosophy and theology at 
Washington Theological Union, and Spanish study in Bolivia and 
Perú, he was ordained a priest on May 19, 2012.      

These days, Fr. DeWitt is a busy man. As parish administrator 
at St. Bonaventure Church in Paterson, New Jersey, his days start 
early with the typical office tasks needed to run a parish of about 
500 families. Sometimes he also celebrates a funeral Mass in the 
morning for a parishioner, followed by the daily 11:30 a.m. Mass. 
The afternoons are occupied with visits to parishioners, some of 
whom may be in the hospital. He attends parish meetings in the 
afternoons, and even more meetings in the evenings for people who 
need to see him after work. He also celebrates Mass on the weekends, 
of course, taking all of the parish’s Spanish-speaking Masses.  

Fr. DeWitt is thankful for teachers who taught him the 
importance of language in both English and Spanish. “I can write 
well. I can communicate well. That’s a good help for preparing 
homilies,” he says. He credits Mr. Frank Tudini ‘62 and Ms. Mary 
Beth Spooner for conveying this skill to him in English, and Ms. 
Gretchen Kessler for doing so in Spanish. 

For the near future, Fr. DeWitt is happy to be working in a 
bilingual parish. He says, “I like it here. I’d like to do some more 
evangelization, some more formation for people. And I’d like to try 
to continue to grow this parish.”  

UNDER 40 ALUMNI TO WATCH 

STEVE COPPOLA ‘02
The bronze medal Steve Coppola ‘02 won at the 2008 Olympics 

in Beijing as part of of the men’s eight crew team currently hangs 
in the trophy case at Princeton, his alma mater. “It’s heavy — both 
figuratively and literally,” he says. “It wasn’t just me who won that 
medal. I had a lot of help from my family, my friends, and my 
coaches. It should be on display for others to see. Not in a box in 
my house.”  

While an Olympic medal of any metal is the dream of many 
young athletes, Coppola’s route to China began with a different idea. 
“I got into rowing by accident. I did it to get in shape for basketball.” 
Coppola’s teammates and coaches realized before he did that his 
future would be brightest with an oar in his hands instead of a 
basketball. “When I made the decision to stop playing basketball,

Mr. (Tom) Keenan said to me, ‘I didn’t know when you were going to 
make this decision, but I knew you’d make it.’” While Canisius crew 
has a long history of success, Coppola credits Fr. Richard Zanoni, S.J. 
with keeping him grounded. “I would see him in the hallway, and he 
would remind me that the first rowers were criminals and slaves.”  

Rowing has been a part of Coppola’s life since his early mornings 
at the West Side Rowing Club. He intends for that to continue. He is 
about to begin his fifth season as an assistant coach for Princeton’s 
women’s rowing team — one of the strongest in the nation. His 
teams have had great success under his tutelage, as he aided the 
Tigers in their successful quest for both the Ivy V8 and team title 
at the Ivy League Championships.  Last season, Princeton repeated 
as Ivy League champs and won the silver in the 2V at the NCAA 
Championships. Coaching seems to be a natural fit for the former 
psychology major. “My role is to make sure that rowers can fill the 
gap for others who have graduated,” he says. “It was helpful to have a 
lot of study on long-term self-motivation.”



UNDER 40 ALUMNI TO WATCH 

DAYLE HODGE ‘01
Dayle Hodge ’01 points to a 3D printer in a Canisius High 

School engineering classroom and says to students, “This was 
Hollywood science fiction when you were born. Today, it’s real 
and it’s here in your classroom.” Hodge is an MD/PhD candidate 
at Albert Einstein College of Medicine in the Bronx who enjoys 
getting other young people excited about the rapidly changing 
worlds of science and technology.

Hodge’s own world moves at a quick pace. He’s researching 
the role of mammary stem cells in breast cancer pathogenesis 
for his PhD thesis, with hopes of completing his PhD by the 
end of the year. His target for finishing medical school is 2019. 
He’s involved with student government leadership and serves 
on several committees. He mentors undergraduate and first 
year medical students, gives lectures on health problems in 
urban communities, and raises money for men’s cancer research 
earning six “Man of Movember” titles since 2009. All this while 
planning a wedding in Buffalo to fiancée Chelsea McGuire who 
is a family medicine resident at Boston Medical Center.

     One of Hodge’s biggest passions is getting underrepresented 
minorities interested in STEM fields. “Reaching them at the 
middle school and high school level and showing them the 
microscopes, the cells – that can spark an interest in a career 
in science,” says Hodge. He credits Canisius for showing how 
“boring” scientific concepts apply to the real world when he 
was a high school student. “Scientists generally do a terrible job 
communicating what they do, “ Hodge says, and that’s something 
he wants to change. He admires the work of astrophysicist and 
author Neil deGrasse Tyson who is the host of the National 
Geographic TV series “Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey.” Hodge 
can envision himself in a similar role in the future. “I’d like to be 
an interface between the scientific community and the general 
public.” He’s open-minded though about his future. His journey 
so far has shifted gradually from wanting to be an astronaut 
when he was in high school, to mechanical engineering, to 
medicine. “Be open to where your career can take you,” is his 
advice for other Crusaders, “and keep the ethos of Canisius by 
being ‘Men for Others’. Understand that others may not have as 
smooth a path as you’ve had. Be a pipeline, and educate others.”

“BE OPEN TO WHERE 

YOUR CAREER CAN 

TAKE YOU, AND KEEP 

THE ETHOS OF CANISIUS 

BY BEING ‘MEN FOR 

OTHERS’. UNDERSTAND 

THAT OTHERS MAY NOT 

HAVE AS SMOOTH A 

PATH AS YOU’VE HAD. 

BE A PIPELINE, AND 

EDUCATE OTHERS.”
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UNDER 40 ALUMNI TO WATCH 

MARTY LAFALCE ‘99
When Marty LaFalce ‘99 talks about his job as a public 

defender with the Legal Aid Society in Manhattan, he is as 
passionate as he is articulate. He speaks quickly, with his focus 
oscillating between how enjoyable he finds much of his work, 
and how heartbreaking it can be at times. “I love representing 
people who have made really bad decisions and need someone 
to fight for them. Just because someone made a bad mistake 
doesn’t mean they need to be condemned.” An alumnus of 
Georgetown, LaFalce taught at Cristo Rey High School in 
Chicago before returning to the nation’s capital and Georgetown 
to go to law school. Since being admitted to the bar, he has 
worked primarily with the indigent population. For more than 
three years he worked at Rikers Island, the main incarceration 
complex in New York City, representing its inmates. Today, he 
represents people whose charges range from hopping subway 
turnstiles  to homicide.  

While Rikers Island and the New York County Supreme 
Courthouse are a long way from Delaware Park, LaFalce credits 
his time on the Crusader baseball team as formative. “My 
time on the baseball team helped me channel my desire for 
competition constructively. Coach  (Paul) Smaldone ‘60 really 
helped me focus.”

The former student senate president and Mr. Canisius also 
credits the Society of Jesus for the direction his life has taken. 

“The Jesuits have been real role models 

for me in advocating for the poor. The 

commitments they make with their lives are 

really inspiring,” he says. There were some 

important practical lessons along the way, 

as well. “Fr. (Richard) Zanoni (S.J.) was an 

incredible teacher. He taught me how to 

write well.”  

With such a wealth of talent, one could see LaFalce jump 
on any number of the welter of future propositions which 
will assuredly come his way, but he seems intent on trying to 
change what he sees as an unjust system. “There are parts of  
the legal system which are so clearly unfair. I’d really like to help 
dismantle them by using the law well.”  



913

UNDER 40 ALUMNI TO WATCH 

RAJEEV RAMCHAND ‘95
Rajeev Ramchand ’95 certainly had varied interests as a 

student at Canisius High School. He was on the crew team and 
competed in swimming. He excelled on the speech and debate 
team and developed an interest in the performing arts.

Ramchand discovered he was good in math and grew to love 
mathematical statistics. At the same time, courses in morality 
and ethics and in social issues inspired his interest in public 
health. 

The range of his academic pursuits and extracurricular 
interests at Canisius helped prepare Dr. Ramchand for his career 
as a senior behavioral scientist at The RAND Corporation 
outside of Washington, D.C. The RAND Corporation is a non-
profit research and analysis organization that seeks to inform and 
affect public policy that impacts health, education, development 
and other issues in the United States. Dr. Ramchand has worked 
at RAND since 2006.

With a Ph.D. in psychiatric epidemiology from Johns Hopkins 
School of Public Health, the Lewiston native has accomplished 
more before the age of 40 than many researchers do in a career 
lifetime. Early in his career, he specialized in issues related to 
adolescent mental health. He then focused on military service 
members at a time when the U.S. was involved in the Iraq 
war and the public became more aware of issues such as post 
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Dr. Ramchand has specific 
interest in the epidemiology of suicide and its prevention 
and was the lead author of a publication, “The War Within: 
Preventing Suicide in the U.S. Military.” His research has also 
been published in the American Journal of Public Health, the 

Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, and numerous 
other professional journals.

Dr. Ramchand credits Canisius High School for helping 
build the foundation for his success. “My education at Canisius 
was transformational – I went in with a passion for the arts; 
discovered a knack for mathematics; and then was drawn to 
the field of public health,” he recalls. “In particular, a morality 
and ethics course – taught by current Canisius principal Andrea 
Tyrpak-Endres – really resonated with me. I saw that there were 
very complicated issues in society that needed to be addressed 
for the good of the public health as a whole.”

Dr. Ramchand says he takes the Jesuit 

motto of “Men for Others” to heart in his 

profession. “My work enables me to study 

complicated issues in society and help 

find the solutions that will improve people’s 

lives,” he says. “Helping others and 

promoting good health is something I care 

very deeply about. Canisius High School 

was certainly an influence.”

As for his own behavior at Canisius, Dr. Ramchand 
lightheartedly relates that he was a model student…until the last 
exam of his senior year. “All four years, I managed to avoid being 
sent to JUG,” he laughs. “Then some classmates and I decided to 
skip a physics class and go to breakfast in order to study for our 
final exam in math. We got caught and sent to JUG. In hindsight, 
it was probably a good thing that I had it at least once.”

ALUMNI 
TO 
WATCH
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UNDER 40 ALUMNI TO WATCH 

LEONARDO “LEO”
ROCCO ‘94

Leo Rocco ’94 thanks his parents for his entrepreneurial 
spirit, as he notes similarities between their journey as Sicilian 
immigrants and his own path to success in the world of 
information technology. 

Rocco is an entrepreneur and innovator who developed a 
mobile commerce application that enables customers to use 
their smartphones to order and pay for everything from their 
morning coffee to their dry cleaning. He sold that business to 
Amazon, but continues to innovate now as a chief software 
architect at First Data, the world’s largest global payment 
technology company. Rocco is also a partner and investor with 
a number of start-up technology companies in California, 
including Gradology – a platform that allows students to earn 
rewards for academic achievements – which he co-founded with 
Gregg Mojica ‘16. 

While the roots of Rocco’s achievements begin with his 
parents, he also gives credit to Canisius High School. “My father 
and mother came to this country in the 1960s with nothing, and 
created their own path to the American dream by establishing a 
tailor shop in Orchard Park,” he says. “My father’s success as a 
tailor is also the reason I had the good fortune to attend Canisius 
High School.”

Rocco recalls his father seeking advice from his customers 
on where to send his two sons — Leo and his older brother, 

Michael Rocco ’90 — to high school. “My parents wanted the 
best education for us, so my father would ask his clients – many 
were prominent citizens – what they thought was the best area 
high school,” Rocco says. “Overwhelmingly, the response was 
‘Canisius’.”

At Canisius, the late Fr. Eugene Zimpfer, S.J. ‘49 encouraged 
Rocco to learn computer programming, including html coding, 
which was in its infancy in the early 1990s. “At the time, I 
thought it was kind of nerdy,” Rocco laughs. “As it turns out, it 
was a defining moment and Fr. Zimpfer’s guidance was the most 
important influence of my high school years.”

Rocco earned a degree in engineering and information 
systems from Kettering University in Michigan. He believes 
education that promotes the entrepreneurial spirit is important. 
That is why he has teamed up with his Canisius classmate 
Eric Amodeo ‘94, who is currently a teacher and director of 
educational technology at Canisius High School, to support 
a scholarship program giving Crusaders the opportunity to 
experience Silicon Valley firsthand. This summer, five Canisius 
students attended what Rocco calls the world’s largest hack-a-
thon – a three-day event in which students learn about and write 
code, with an emphasis on problem-solving and creativity under 
pressure.

“Programming will encompass everything we do in the 
future. A layer of smart technology will be found in every 
field from health care to law to engineering,” concludes Rocco. 
“Through my support of these technology scholarships at 
Canisius, I hope to open the minds of students to all the 
possibilities for entrepreneurial success in our ever-changing 
world.” 

“AS IT TURNS OUT, IT WAS 

A DEFINING MOMENT 

AND FR. ZIMPFER’S 

GUIDANCE WAS THE 

MOST IMPORTANT 

INFLUENCE OF MY HIGH 

SCHOOL YEARS.”

- LEONARDO “LEO” ROCCO ‘94

ALUMNI 
TO 
WATCH
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ROBERT SCHOELLKOPF ‘00
    

“When I was a student at Canisius, I didn’t know my job 
existed.” Rob Schoellkopf ’00 is explaining that teenagers are 
generally unaware that schools such as Canisius have chief financial 
officers. Therefore, it was impossible for him to envision himself as 
Canisius High School’s vice president of finance and CFO someday, 
a position he’s held since 2013.

Schoellkopf doubts anyone during his CHS student years 
pegged him as a future Canisius CFO. “I was never the greatest 
student. I had to work really hard,” recalls Schoellkopf. He went 
through a rough time in his freshman and sophomore years when 
illness forced him to miss nearly six months of school. But, once 
his health problems were behind him, Schoellkopf discovered an 
interest in math, thanks to Fr. Richard Zanoni, S.J. “He’s a brilliant 
man,” says Schoellkopf. “Algebra, trigonometry – it took a while for 
it to click for me, but once I got it, I was good to go. He was so good 
at getting you there.”  

Schoellkopf says Canisius prepared him for success at Loyola 
University Maryland, where he earned a business administration 
degree and an MBA, and subsequently completed the CPA exam. 
After working for the public accounting firm Ernst & Young LLP in 
Baltimore, Schoellkopf and his wife Sally, who’s also from Buffalo, 
were ready to move home and start a family. So, Schoellkopf 

transferred to his firm’s Buffalo office. His career next took him to 
NOCO Energy Corp. as the company’s lead controller. 

When the Canisius opportunity knocked, the move felt right 
for Schoellkopf. “When I was sick, teachers came to my house and 
tutored me… Fr. Ciancimino (then principal, now president) was 
the first one to show up when I was in the hospital,” he explains. 
“I have a special bond with this place. I am confident, without a 
doubt, that I am where I am today because of Canisius.”

UNDER 40 ALUMNI TO WATCH 

PAUL SNYDER ‘04
Growing up, Paul Snyder IV ‘04 worked in several different 

capacities for his family’s business. For over 50 years, SnyderCorp 
has been involved in business ventures ranging from the Buffalo  

Braves, to airport parking, to hotel and restaurant management. 
Although the entrepreneurial spirit is clearly in his blood, and while 
he holds an MBA from the University at Buffalo, Snyder was unsure 
he would enter the business arena. That reticence led him to pursue 
a law degree in combination with his business education at UB. “I 
never would have thought law school would lead me to a paratransit 
company,” he says. Yet, that is exactly what happened.

In 2014, Snyder was named senior vice president of 
transportation for MASH Care Network/We Care Transportation in 
Buffalo — the largest paratransit company in the region.  Among the 
company’s initiatives is the conversion of its fleet of approximately 
200 vehicles from petroleum to natural gas, with 30 percent already 
converted. The company is also responsible for the installation of 
Buffalo’s first compressed natural gas filling station.  Snyder says 
that’s just one of the ways We Care is “trying to put new thinking 
into an old business model.”  

Snyder traces part of his innovative approach back to his 
freshman year at Canisius High School. He says, “It was a great 
launching point for me because I wasn’t a model student.  I had great 
teachers my freshman year — people like Fr. (Richard) Zanoni, (S.J.) 
and Fr. (James) Van Dyke, (S.J. ‘77). They helped me understand 
what I needed to be successful.”  

Looking toward the future, Snyder is certainly optimistic, but 
not prone to prognostication. “Honestly, I have no idea where the 
next five years will take me. I didn’t expect to be here at this stage of 
my life,” he says happily.  



UNDER 40 ALUMNI TO WATCH 

JOHN URSCHEL ‘09
“Math relaxes me,” says John Urschel ‘09. There are, of 

course, many ways to enjoy time away from work, but doing 
math is not at the top of the list for most of us. For the Baltimore 
Ravens offensive lineman, though, his precious time between 
National Football League seasons is split between working 
on his Ph.D. in mathematics at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and doing his own personal research in the math 
department at Penn State, his alma mater. About time away from 
football, Urschel muses, “It’s important to rest and relax. But it’s 
hard for me to put math down for a prolonged period of time.”  

Urschel is indefatigable, driven to succeed in football and 
in academia. His days in Cambridge this summer consisted 
of working out three to four hours in the morning to prepare 
for the rigors of NFL Sundays, followed by work on his next 
degree. (He also holds an undergraduate degree in math, as 

well as a masters in the subject.) At Penn State, he is working 
with Dr. Ludmil Zikatanov in the math department. Urschel’s 
math interests these days involve machine learning, artificial 
intelligence, and the special calculations involved in computer 
mathematics. “I like pure math,” he says, “but I do a lot of things 
that have applications. I try to strike a balance between the two.”  

Urschel credits Canisius for preparing him for the athletic 
rigors of life in the Big Ten, as well as the academic challenges 
of a very fine university. He says, “I think some of my best 
memories of Canisius are how demanding it was — athletically 
and academically. When I got to college, I was shocked at how 
easy it was to manage my time. I was really thankful to have that 
preparation. I’m thankful it’s served me so well. It’s one of my 
favorite places.” 

Urschel already has thoughts about the future and, not 
surprisingly, those thoughts involve math. “Post football, post 
Ph.D., I’d like to be a mathematical researcher,” he says, “I’m 
blessed to play professional football, but to have the ability to 
decide what I want to do is a great place to be.”

“SOME OF MY BEST 

MEMORIES OF CANISIUS 

ARE HOW DEMANDING IT 

WAS — ATHLETICALLY AND 

ACADEMICALLY. WHEN I GOT 

TO COLLEGE, I WAS SHOCKED 

AT HOW EASY IT WAS TO 

MANAGE MY TIME. I WAS 

REALLY THANKFUL TO HAVE THAT 

PREPARATION. I’M THANKFUL IT’S 

SERVED ME SO WELL.” 

- JOHN URSCHEL ‘09
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UNDER 40 ALUMNI TO WATCH 

DAN ZAK ‘01
Dan Zak ’01 describes his educational experience at 

Canisius High School as egalitarian, where every student was on 
a level playing field with the same intellectual challenges. “I have 
very fond memories of the learning environment at Canisius. 
We were encouraged to engage with the material, be inquisitive, 
and be empathetic to others,” he recalls. “That experience has 
been indispensable in my writing career.”

The 32-year-old has gone from writing and editing for The 
Citadel, the school’s student newspaper, to now covering a wide 
range of subjects as a feature writer for The Washington Post. 
His work – in print and online – is featured in what the paper 
calls its “Style” section, started by renowned Post editor Ben 
Bradlee, as a means for showcasing a style of writing that gives 
the reporter more of his own voice.

Armed with degrees in journalism and literature from 
American University, Zak’s assignments have taken him from 
Hollywood to Iraq to cities across the United States. He covered 
both the Democratic and Republican conventions this summer 
for the Post. Zak has been with the newspaper since 2005, and 
one of his assignments resulted in his first book — a non-fiction 
work called “Almighty: Courage, Resistance, and Existential 
Peril in the Nuclear Age”.
     “A colleague passed on a story to me about a break-in at 
an aging nuclear facility in Tennessee involving an 82-year-
old Catholic nun and two peace activists. Needless to say I was 
intrigued,” Zak explains. “I wrote a lengthy, 9,000-word feature 
story, but I still felt there was a lot more to say. I took a year 
sabbatical from the Post to travel, research and focus solely on 
writing the book.”

On his website, Zak describes “Almighty” as part historical 
adventure, part courtroom drama, and part moral thriller. He 
points out the writing style in the book is more serious than his 
typical voice at the Post because of the complicated and serious 
subject matter. “The empathy I learned during my formative 
years at Canisius is now crucial in my work as a reporter and 
author,” he says. “As with the book, I always keep in mind that 
I am writing about other people’s lives. I have great respect for 
that.”

Zak has come a long way since he wrote for the “Next” – 
the young adult section of The Buffalo News, as a high school 
sophomore. This summer he did a book tour across the country 
including an August 11th stop in Buffalo.
 
Photo Courtesy: Cassidy DuHon
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A TRIBUTE TO  
FR. FRED BETTI, S.J.
PAUL CUMBO ’97, ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

There’s a Calvin & Hobbes cartoon in which Calvin stares 
up at a starry sky and shouts, “I’M SIGNIFICANT!” He follows 
up, in a quiet voice, with “…screamed the dust speck.” Canisius 
guys know this cartoon, because for many years, Fr. Fred Betti, 
S.J. has distributed copies on the Kairos retreat as a prelude to 
a talk about “sacramental” moments—times that remind us 
how much we do, in fact, matter. It’s worth mentioning that in 
that particular sacramental moment, the Joe House living room 
has that smell anyone who teaches boys learns to appreciate: a 
delicate potpourri of socks, sweat, and honesty. It’s that honesty 
that has made Joe House one of our most important classrooms. 

 I think Pope Francis would appreciate that smell. He 
implores us to dwell with the sheep—even to take on their 
odor. To embrace human imperfection. Teenage boys embody 
that raw, unfinished quality. Fr. Betti has walked with—not 
in front of, not behind, but with—them in so many places: 
along the shores of Cradle Beach, in the streets of our city, in 
the mountains of Nicaragua, and, of course, in our own halls. 
During these travels—this ongoing, shared pilgrimage—he 
has helped our students realize their own significance. When 
a young man has encountered desolation, Fr. Betti has brought 
consolation, reminding him that he is loved by God—and not 
despite his imperfection, but rather because of it. That he is so 
much more than a speck of dust.  

As teachers, we pursue academic excellence; however, 
Fr. Betti has reminded us that our taller order is to help each 
student realize that God loves him, and everyone around him, 
equally—yet beyond measure. It takes loving patience to exert 
so much energy into teenagers: living, breathing, works-in-
progress—whom we may never see in “finished form.” Our call 
is to meet each young man where he is —not where he might 
be, or “should” be, or will be when he grows up. Fr. Betti, by 
ethical appeal, has reminded us that we’re only part of the 
formation process, and to take the long view…to, as Tielhard de 
Chardin wrote, “Give Our Lord the benefit of believing that his 
hand is leading you, and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself in 
suspense and incomplete.” 

Fr. Betti, you have enriched lives and galvanized faith. You’ve 
taught us the beauty of prayer in many forms. Assured us that 
we have God’s love, even on the worst days. You’ve challenged us 
to live accordingly—celebrating accomplishments and forgiving 
failings. You have fostered vocations. For my part, it’s personal: 
You stood on the altar at my wedding, you baptized my children, 
and you buried my grandfather. You’ve helped me to “trust in the 
slow work of God” during the highest and lowest points of my 
career. To appreciate how it all fits into the bigger plan, which 
is, in the end, so beautiful. Yet I am only one of many whose 
gratitude to you is deep—one of many who are better teachers 
for having labored alongside you in our shared apostolic mission. 
Calvin’s word, “significant,” is appropriate: Your companionship 
has indeed been a sign of God’s presence in all things.

CHANGES 
AT CHS

After 15 years of service as Canisius High School’s 

director of campus ministry, Fr. Fred Betti, S.J. leaves 

Canisius to take on new challenges as parochial vicar 

at St. Michael Parish, Buffalo. Fr. Betti chose this 

opportunity to serve people through a downtown 

parish at a time when the city is experiencing growth 

and change. Paul Cumbo ’97 captures what Fr. Betti 

has meant to Canisius in the following essay.
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CHANGES 
AT CHS

NEW ADVENTURE FOR

BR. CHRISTOPHER 
DERBY, S.J.

Br. Christopher Derby, S.J. leaves Canisius High School this 
summer after teaching religion and art to Crusaders since 2010, 
and working with the Canisius High School Drama Guild. His 
new assignment will take him to Wernersville, PA where he will 
serve on the staff of The Jesuit Center retreat house/spirituality 
center.

The Long Island native offers this reflection on his teaching 
career:

One highlight of my career has been seeing so 
many of my former students become scholars 
and educators at every level of education.  For 
example, one of the students from my first class 
in 1986, Mr. Jose Peralta, is a religion teacher 
at Cheverus, the Jesuit high school in Maine.  
Many of my Xavier students are teachers, most 
notably Dr. Brian Purnell, formerly at Fordham, 
who is now associate professor of Africana 
Studies & History at Bowdoin College (what 
is it about Maine?).  I was delighted when I  
returned to CHS in 2010, having taught in the 
HAP and pre-prep programs in 1989 & 1990, to 
find that Mr. Eric Amodeo, one of my Hapsters, 
was now my colleague here.  At the Province 
Secondary Ed Colloquium a couple of years 
ago, I needed all ten fingers to count my former 
students who were there from one school or 
another.  I am proud of all my students, but I 
certainly have a special place in my heart for 
those who return to Jesuit education.

WELCOME HOME 

FR. VAN DYKE
Fr. James Van Dyke, S.J. ‘77 returns to Canisius High School for 
the next school year. Some may remember Fr. Van Dyke from 
his previous two tours of duty at Canisius since his graduation 
— once as a young scholastic, and then early in his career as a 
priest. Fr. Van Dyke’s new role with Canisius will be director 
of Ignatian formation, and he’ll teach part time. He spent the 
last year with the Jesuit community at Le Moyne College in 
Syracuse, and previously served as the principal of Cristo Rey 
Atlanta Jesuit High School.

Photo courtesy of Le Moyne College; at the St. Ignatius statue on 
the Le Moyne campus.



GEHL FAMILY EMBRACES 
MISSIONARY CALL

“We had these feelings that there is more,” says Canisius 
High School religious studies teacher Josh Gehl. He’s describing 
how his family’s new journey began a few years ago. Both he and 
his wife Maria started sensing that God was preparing them to 
do something more. But, more what? And, how? Finding those 
answers required discernment.
     Family Missions Company popped up in Maria’s Facebook 
feed. Intrigued, she researched the company. “I thought that’s 
wonderful, but it’s not for us,” says Maria. Still, the idea remained 
in her mind. Meanwhile, Josh was doing his own research and 
praying. Eventually, after several discussions between Josh and 
Maria, and talking with other missionary families, they felt 
certain that God was indeed calling them to be missionaries. 
Further confirmation came through their eldest son Elijah, 
12, before Josh and Maria had even started talking to their five 
children about becoming missionaries. Elijah returned home 
from summer camp and described an experience of feeling an 
invisible hand on his shoulder that he believed was God. “What 

do you think God was trying to tell you?” Maria asked Elijah. 
“I was expecting ‘God loves me,’ or ‘He’s always with me,’ but he 
said, ‘I think God’s telling me I should become a missionary’.” 
Maria says, “It was a kick in the pants.”

As they prepared to sell their house and their possessions, 
including the children’s toys, Josh and Maria were amazed 
at how well their children, ages 1-12, adapted. The kids won’t 
just be along for the ride on this journey. They’ll be involved as 
missionaries. 

“I think the greatest gift that we have is our 

family,” says Josh. “The kids are going to be 

the greatest vehicle for people to receive 

God’s love.”

Josh also believes the spiritual formation he’s received from 
working with the Jesuits at Canisius for the last eleven years 
has helped prepare him for this challenge. He credits Fr. Bob 
Pecoraro, S.J. for training him in Ignatian spirituality, and says 
this past year’s immersion service trip to Nicaragua served as 
confirmation. “It confirmed that I really do enjoy this kind of 
work — the opportunity to not just work with the poor, but to 
work with students and help them process the whole experience,” 
Josh explains.
     The Gehls report for Family Mission Company training in 
Louisiana on September 10, 2016. In January, after training 
is complete, they’ll be assigned to an established mission 
somewhere in the world for a year. In the second year of their 
two-year commitment they can start their own mission if they 
feel they’re being called to do so. “Once we’re in an established 
mission we can host mission trips,” says Josh, who’s already 
thinking of ways Canisius can be involved. “Down the road 
we can host an immersion trip. Foreign language students can 
Skype with us. We can talk about what we’re doing and the 
discernment process, and have the Canisius community benefit 
from these teachable moments that we’ve gone through.”

Follow the Gehls’ journey on their blog:  
burningheartslk2432.blogspot.com/
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GAMBIT XLII co-chair couples (left to right) Carl ’84 and Wendy 
Montante, Brad ’87 and Meegan Stamm, Laura and David Gioia ’87.

Daniel Harig ’18 serves hors d’oeuvres. Thank you to all of our student 
volunteers and sponsors for helping make GAMBIT a success!

Thanks to the generosity of the Canisius community, this year’s 
GAMBIT raised $470,000, and launched the Fr. Fred Betti, S.J. 
Hope Scholarship. This scholarship will help continue Fr. Betti’s 
mission to help students for whom a Jesuit education would be 
beyond their financial reach.

GAMBIT 
XLII

 CANISIUS COMMUNITY 

IGNITED THE FUTURE 
AT GAMBIT

THE CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL 

AUDITORIUM TRANSFORMED INTO 

THE “IGNITE THE FUTURE” AUCTION 

FLOOR ON APRIL 16, 2016. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2016!

On Thursday May 19, 2016 in the Canisius High 

School auditorium 221 members of the Class of 

2016 dressed in white dinner jackets walked across 

the stage to receive their diplomas. It’s one of the 

largest graduating classes ever for the school.

The new graduates proceeded out the front doors 

of the Rand mansion and onto the school front 

lawn following the commencement ceremony.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWEST ALUMNI. GO SET THE WORLD ON FIRE!



ATHLETIC 
SUCCESS

THE CRUSADERS FOUND 

ATHLETIC SUCCESS IN 2015-16 

AS TEAMS AND INDIVIDUALLY 

IN WESTERN NEW YORK, 

NATIONALLY, AND EVEN 

INTERNATIONALLY.

Following a perfect 34-0 season, the varsity volleyball team won the award for the top 
high school team for all sports in Western New York at The Buffalo News Prep Talk 
Awards. Devin Joslyn ’17 also competed for the USA Boys’ Youth National Team in 
Cuba this summer.

Alaan Montgomery ‘16 signs a letter of intent to play football at SUNY Brockport. 

The baseball team celebrates after capturing the Georgetown Cup. It’s 
the second Monsignor Martin Athletic Association title for CHS varsity 
baseball in the last three years.

The Senior 4+ won a national gold medal at the Scholastic Rowing Association of 
America Regatta in Ohio. This is the first national gold medal for Canisius rowing 
in six years.
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Dan Dallas ‘16 goes pro! The San Diego Padres drafted the lefty in the seventh round of the Major League Baseball draft. Dallas signed with his 
new team and began his professional baseball career this summer. The Padres agreed to pay for his college education in the future, when his pro 
baseball days are behind him.



College bound! 

Members of the Class of 2016 earned nearly $34 million in 
scholarships and were accepted into many of the top colleges in 
the nation.

CRUSADERS 
PHOTOS

CHANGE IS ALWAYS HAPPENING AT CANISIUS 

–  CHANGES ON OUR CAMPUS, AND 

CHANGES IN OUR STUDENTS AS THEY  

GROW AS “MEN FOR OTHERS.”

Modern media center. 

The Carr Memorial Library at Canisius High School is undergoing renovations 
this summer. The modernized space will become a “learning commons” that 
features a variety of individual and group study areas, new technologies for 
student learning, and charging stations for student convenience.
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Shiny and like-new! 

Stephen Garrity of Belmont, MA carved the sign that goes over the 
blue doors 25 years ago. The sign came down for a few months this 
past school year so Mr. Garrity could repair and repaint it. In this 
photo, the sign is being reattached after its facelift.

Let’s put on a show! 

The CHS Drama Guild presented the 1930s-era energetic 
musical Babes in Arms in April, starring Canisius students as 
well as girls from area high schools.

Service immersion. 

Crusaders camp on the roof of the Union Rescue Mission in Los 
Angeles during a Companions service immersion trip in March. 
The group lived in tents while serving and learning from the 
homeless.



MAKE PLANS TO JOIN US FOR THE NEXT REUNION WEEKEND, JUNE 16-17, 2017.

HUNDREDS OF ALUMNI RETURNED TO 

1180 DELAWARE JUNE 17-18, 2016 FOR 

A WEEKEND FILLED WITH RENEWED 

CONNECTIONS, CAMARADERIE, AND 

REMINISCING.

Left to right) John Pitts ’01, baseball coach and Mr. Canisius ‘76 
Bryan Tenney, Mike Paul ’01, Mr. Canisius ’01 Tim Short share 
memories and laughs at the ALL-Alumni Bash at Tripi Field.

Class of ‘66 at the President’s Reception before the Golden Jubilee Reunion Dinner.

Dr. Robert Aszkler ’96, Andrew Montroy ’96, Joe Lyons ’96, Joe 
Montroy ’06, basketball coach Kyle Husband ’96 enjoying the 
ALL-Alumni Bash.

Fr. David Ciancimino, S.J. (second from left) accepts a check from 
(left to right) Paul DeRosa, Mark Martin, Bob Nowak, Robert 
Reger, Jr. and Ralph Coppola representing the Class of ’66.

Vince Mancuso ’64, Ralph Sperrazza ’64, Jack Walter ’64, and 
Charlie Sellers ’64 we’re among the 180 alumni who played in 
the Fr. Sturm, S.J. ’35 golf classic at Arrowhead Golf Club.
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Want to leave a 
charitable legacy?

An IRA charitable 
rollover can make a big 

difference for future 
generations of 

Crusaders.

Benefits of an IRA charitable rollover*:

• No taxes on transfers of up to $100,000
• Satisfy required minimum distribution 

(RMD) for the year
• Reduce your taxable income, even if you 

don’t itemize
• Gifts not subject to 50% deduction limits on 

charitble gifts
• Help further the work and mission of 
     Canisius High School
 
*Individuals must be 70 1/2 or older to be eligible.

Please visit 
www.canisiushigh.org/ira 

for more details, or contact 
the Canisius High School 

Office of Institutional 
Advancement at 

716-200-0262



ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES
Share your news. Email CHStoday@canisiushigh.org

Jim Denny ’50 has grandchildren who are continuing the 
Jesuit education tradition. His grandson, Seth, is majoring in 
electrical engineering at Loyola Marymount University (LA). 
His granddaughter Erin, who holds two degrees from Loyola 
University of Chicago, has been appointed to the faculty of the 
university’s Graduate School of Special Education.

Al Donius ’50 recently returned to New York from Amsterdam 
after doing an apartment exchange. This was the fifth time he’d 
exchanged his Greenwich Village apartment with the homes 
of Europeans. He’s also done exchanges with residents of Paris, 
London, Nice and Copenhagen. He says in addition to savings, 
the exchanges are a way to get immersed in the local cultures.

Edward Young ’50 and Lois (Burdick) Young celebrated 64 
years of marriage in April. Lois is a 1951 graduate of Mt. St. Mary 
Academy.

Conrad Cieslinski ’53 and his wife Joanne are preparing to 
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on October 10, 2016.

George Chernowski ’63 was named Educator of the Year at 
Trocaire College in Buffalo. Chernowski also ran the Walt Disney 
World Marathon in Orlando, FL earlier this year, and the Grand 
Island, NY half marathon. A member of the CHS Alumni Board of 
Governors for many years, he also co-directs the Canisius High 
School Chilly Challenge 5K race each February.

Daniel Kreuzer ’64 was named Program Director for the Literacy 
Volunteers of Collier County in Naples FL.

Tim Smeeding ’66 received a prestigious award from the 
Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation. The award granted Tim 
a named professorship, and invited him to select the name. Tim 
chose the title: Lee Rainwater Distinguished Professor of Public 
Affairs and Economics, to honor his mentor, friend and co-author 
who died in 2015.

Brian Brady ’67 retired from Wendel Architects and Engineers 
in December, 2013 after 21 years as a partner. He is busy in 
retirement arbitrating construction disputes as well as serving as 
an expert witness (never on the same case). Between cases, he 
is either renovating his Allentown home or designing homes for 
others.  

Mark Lema ’67 was awarded the LaSalle Medal by Canisius 
College. He was also appointed SUNY Distinguished Service 
Professor – the highest rank in the SUNY System.

Carmen Gentile ’69 retired as assistant corporation counsel for 
the city of Buffalo.

Michael Barnas ’70 retired in 2012 as senior counsel for renewable 
energy at General Electric Company. He is now in solo practice 
at the Michael Barnas Law Firm specializing in energy law, 
commercial law, and cross-border transactions. He is married to 
Linda (Weinstein). Their daughter, Rachel, graduated from Yale 
in 2013 and is now an actress living in Boston.

Christopher J. Burns ’70 is in his 21st year as a New York 
State Supreme Court Justice. He’s now also the new 
Supervising Judge of Criminal Courts covering Erie, 
Genesee, Wyoming, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua and 
Allegany Counties.

ALUMNI 
NEWS 
& NOTES Raymond  Link ’72 recently retired as CFO of FEI Company and 

has been appointed to the board of directors of Electro Scientific 
Industries (Nasdaq ESIO) and FormFactor Inc. (Nasdaq FORM). He 
now lives with his wife, Jill, in Montecito, CA.

Raymond M Nowicki, CPA ’72 has been appointed by the 
American Institute of CPAs to teach the first “Advanced Pension 
Audit“ course in the country. This newly designed course was 
developed to grant CPAs with a certification for demonstrating 
superior skills in auditing pension plans. Nowicki is also a part of 
the first group of 34 CPAs in the United States to successfully be 
certified under this advanced program. Nowicki is the founder of 
Nowicki and Company, LLP CPAs.

Fr. Mickey Corcoran, S.J. ’76 finished his missionary work in Yap 
(part of Micronesia) as principal and director of Yap Catholic High 
School. Canisius High School has been a big supporter of the Yap 
school since its beginning five years ago. Fr. Corcoran now heads 
to Cristo Rey Jesuit High School in Baltimore to teach Physics.

Fr. Jack Mattimore, S.J. ’76 is the new director of Yap Catholic High 
School in Micronesia. He was previously the English department 
chair at Cristo Rey Jesuit High School in Baltimore.

Joseph Treanor III ’76 is running for Erie County District Attorney. 
Treanor is a retired U.S. Air Force Colonel. He served as a Judge 
Advocate General in the Air Force.  

Michael Infurnari ’77 moved to London, UK in March 2015. He is 
now the Director of Development for the Diocese of Westminster 
working under Cardinal Vincent Nichols.

Robert Mayer ’77 has been named president and CEO of the 100-
acre Weinberg Campus eldercare complex in Getzville.

Michael Montante ’86, vice president of Uniland Development 
Co., was named president of the Buffalo Renaissance Foundation 
board of directors.

Dr. Kenneth Eckhert III ’89 joined Surgical Associates of Western 
New York. Eckhert is a board certified and fellowship-trained 
general surgeon. He is the associate chairman of surgery at 
Mercy Hospital of Buffalo and vice president of medical staff for 
the Catholic Health System.

Ramon Nicosia ’93 has been appointed assistant principal at 
Belen Jesuit Preparatory School in Miami.

Fr. Dennis Baker, S.J. ’98 begins a term as director of Xavier 
High School in Chuuk. Chuuk is part of the Federated States of 
Micronesia. Xavier High School provides a Jesuit education for 
students from Micronesia and other nearby island nations.

Jeff Smith ’99 was recently appointed resident director of the 
Merrill Lynch office in Buffalo. He leads an office of 35 financial 
advisors and 20 support staff. 

Lt. Timothy Barry ’00 is currently serving onboard USS Sampson. He 
is the winner of the 2015 Battle Efficiency Award.

Jay Josker ‘01 recently joined Canisius High School as director 
of alumni relations and annual giving. He previously worked for 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute.   

Paul Zablocki ‘01 is the new development gifts officer at Canisius 
High School. He was previously the director of alumni relations for 
the school.

Dr. Joseph Zambon ’03 was named Marine, Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences Postdoctoral Research Scholar at North Carolina State 
University.

Christian Bobak ‘06 is now the head men’s soccer coach at 
Franciscan University.
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ALUMNI 
NEWS 
& NOTESBrian Joseph ’06 participated in his fifth consecutive charity 

bicycle ride in support of Roswell Park Cancer Institute this past 
June. This year he rode in the 30 mile Ride for Roswell route with 
his Canisius College SigEp teammates.

Matt Gritzmacher ’08 now works in Washington, DC at the 
Campaign for Fair Sentencing of Youth Center. He is also very 
involved in St. Augustine Parish in DC and enjoys singing with their 
well-known gospel choir.

John Danyluk ’09 graduated in May 2016 from the University of 
Richmond Law School, and took the Virginia Bar exam in July. 
(photo below) 

Andrew Steffan ’09 is a research associate with Fordham 
University’s Department of Development and University Relations.

Ken Liszewski ’10 was promoted by the Boy Scouts of America 
to the position of marketing and development executive for the 
Tatonka district. 
 
Thomas Spulecki ’11 is currently attending dental school at NYU 
School of Dentistry.

Matt Hart ’12 and his George Washington University basketball 
teammates won the National Invitational Tournament (NIT) 
championship.

Luke Otto ’14 qualified for the Olympic trials in the 100 Breaststroke.

Allan Collins ’15 made the Dean’s List at Gannon University, and 
was named Freshman Swimmer of the Year.

Zach Koch ’15 served as 
a team manager of the 
University of Dayton men’s 
basketball team that 
won the regular season 
Atlantic 10 conference 
championship, and played 
in the NCAA tournament. 
(Zach is on the far left of the 
picture.)
 

Christian Sutter ’15 was one of 17 freshman students selected to 
be part of Stony Brook University’s University Scholar Program.

Dan Dallas ’16 was drafted in the seventh round of the Major 
League Baseball draft by the San Diego Padres, and signed a 
contract with the organization.

Gregg Mojica ’16 was featured on NBC’s Today show and in a 
USA TODAY video this summer because of his achievements as 
an app developer.

Tyler Will ’16 won a National Merit Scholarship. Less than 1% of the 
initial pool of student applicants are actually awarded National 
Merit Scholarships.

MARRIAGES

Ron Overs III ‘01 married Melissa Byl on July 16, 2016.

Christopher Aliotta ’02 married Jennifer Scamacca on January 
30, 2016.

Charles Hartney ‘02 married Jocelyn Webb on July 15, 2016. 

Kellen Coppola ’05 marrried Marie Sheehan July 11, 2015.

Christopher Conley ’08  married Molly Broderick on September 
19, 2015.  After working for Teach for America for 3 years in 
Milwaukee, WI, Christopher is now attending Michigan State 
University for a Master of Science in Marketing Research.

BIRTHS

James Shaw ’98 and his wife Shahrzad welcomed their son, 
James, in March 2015. James ’98 is a trial lawyer in Miami, Florida.

Michael Tyrpak ’02 and his wife, Sarah, welcomed their son, 
William James, into the world on June 24, 2016.

Michael Zlotkowski ’02 and his wife Becky welcomed a baby 
boy, Jameson Michael, in July 2016.

IN MEMORIAM
We remember alumni of whose passing we’ve learned since 
the spring of 2016.

NOMINATE AN ALUMNUS FOR THE ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME OR DISTINGUISHED 
ALUMNI HALL OF HONOR. PLEASE EMAIL ALUMNI@CANISIUSHIGH.ORG

DO YOU HAVE ALUMNI NEWS TO SHARE? PLEASE EMAIL CHSTODAY@CANISIUSHIGH.ORG
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Mr. John E. Mazurowski ‘40
Mr. Leonard J. Mruk ‘41
Mr. Howard G. Eimer ‘42
Mr. Edgar L. Hoffman ‘42
Mr. Victor J. Jachimowicz ‘42
Dr. Daniel J. Fahey ‘43
Mr. John A. Mercer          ‘43
Mr. Joseph F. Koch  ‘48
Mr. Thomas B. Missert ‘48
Mr. John F. Scully  ‘48
Mr. Leon M. Wickenhiser ‘48
Mr. Roy E. Bakos  ‘50
Mr. Harold G. Breese, Jr. ‘50
Rev. John P. Carriero, S.J. ‘50
Mr. Kenneth J. Reinhart ‘50
Mr. Eugene J. Strzempka ‘50
Mr. Charles J. Weber ‘50
Mr. William J. Winkler ‘50
Mr. Don Brink  ‘51
Mr. William J. Burns ‘51
Dr. Phillip T. Scozzaro ‘51
Mr. Frank A. DiGiacomo ‘52
Mr. Benedict M. Gracz, Jr. ‘52
Mr. Frank N. Morse ‘52
Mr. Dennis M. Lukas ‘54
Mr. Robert M. Howard ‘55
Mr. Samuel R. Curto ‘56
Mr. Donald J. Guy  ‘56
Mr. Edward M. Hohensee ‘56
Mr. Richard W. Meyer ‘56
Mr. Thomas Strusienski ‘56
Mr. Dennis M. O’Connor ‘57

Mr. Terrence J. O’Connor ‘57
Mr. Albert E. Weber ‘57
Mr. John A. Chernowski ‘59
Mr. William J. Connors ‘59
Mr. Lawrence K. Flatt ‘59
Mr. Robert R. Jedrysik ‘59
Mr. Thomas F. Litz  ‘59
Mr. James E. Gavey ‘60
Mr. Robert J. Connors ‘61
Mr. Jeffrey R. Fisher ‘61
Mr. David L. Holman ‘61
Mr. Raymond Owczarzak ‘61
Lt. Col. William G. Riederer ‘63
Mr. Thomas J. Fritsch ‘64
Mr. Mark M. Moyles ‘64
Mr. Peter J. Nowak  ‘64
Mr. Paul C. Peterson ‘64
Mr. Stanley W. Valkosky ‘64
Mr. Dennis L. Dustman ‘66
Mr. Michael J. Herr ‘66
Mr. Robert J. Lynch ‘66
Mr. Edward P. Norton ‘66
Mr. Timothy Harmon ‘67
Mr. James Hatch  ‘70
Mr. Leon W. Astyk, Jr. ‘71
Mr. Peter F. Smith  ‘71
Mr. Michael E. Crawford ‘74
Mr. Jerome J. Ulicki ‘74
Mr. Charles P. Wisnet ‘74
Mr. Thomas C. Ring ‘84
Mr. Eric C. Stempien ‘02
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COLLEGE 
ACCEPTANCES

Albright College
Alfred University
Allegheny College
American University
Amherst College
Auburn University
Boston College
Boston University
Bowling Green State University
California University of 
     Pennsylvania
Catholic University
Canisius College
Case Western Reserve University
Cazenovia College
Champlain College
Clarkson University
Clemson University
Cleveland State University
Coastal Carolina University
Colgate University
College of the Holy Cross
College of Charleston
College of Wooster
Colorado School of Mines
Colorado State University
Columbia University
Cornell University
Creighton University
CUNY Brooklyn College
CUNY Lehman College
Daemen College
Denison University
DePaul University
Dickinson College
Drexel University
Duke University
Duquesne University
D’Youville College
Edinboro University
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
     University
Fairfield University
Flagler College
Florida Southern College
Florida State University
Fordham University
Fort Lewis College
Franciscan University
Franklin & Marshall College
Gannon University
George Mason University
George Washington University
Georgetown University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Gettysburg College
Hilbert College
Hobart & William Smith Colleges
Hofstra University
Ithaca College
James Madison University
John Carroll University
Kent State University
Keuka College

LaGrange College
Lawrence Technological     
     University
Lehigh University
LeMoyne College
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University Maryland
Lycoming College
Manhattan College
Marist College
Marquette University
Marywood University
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT)
Mercyhurst University
Merrimack College
Miami University, Ohio
Michigan State University
Monmouth University
Mount St. Mary’s University
Muskingum University
Nazareth College
New York University
Niagara University
Northeastern University
Northwestern University
Ohio Northern University
Ohio State University
Ohio University
Old Dominion University
Pace University
Pennsylvania State University
Philadelphia University
Pratt Institute
Purdue University
Quinnipiac University
Regis University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Robert Morris University
Rochester Institute of Technology
Saint Bonaventure University
Saint John Fisher College
Saint John’s University
Saint Joseph’s University
Saint Lawrence University
Saint Louis University
Saint Michael’s College
Santa Clara University
Sarah Lawrence College
Siena College
Stevens Institute of Technology
SUNY Albany
SUNY Alfred
SUNY Binghamton
SUNY Brockport
SUNY Buffalo (UB)
SUNY Buffalo State
SUNY Erie Community College
SUNY Environmental Science  
     & Forestry
SUNY Fredonia
SUNY Geneseo
SUNY Maritime
SUNY Monroe Community 

College
SUNY Morrisville
SUNY Oswego
SUNY Polytechnic Institute
SUNY Stony Brook
Syracuse University
Trocaire College
Tufts University
Tulane University
Union College
United States Military Academy  
     (West Point)
United States Naval Academy
University of Alabama
University of Arizona
University of California, San Diego
University of Central Florida
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Colorado, Denver
University of Connecticut
University of Dallas
University of Dayton
University of Detroit Mercy
University of Findlay
University of Georgia
University of Houston
University of Maine
University of Maryland
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
University of Massachusetts, Lowell
University of Miami
University of Michigan
University of Mississippi
University of New Haven
University of North Carolina,  
     Chapel Hill
University of Notre Dame
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Richmond
University of Rochester
University of San Francisco
University of Scranton
University of South Carolina
University of Southern California
University of Tampa
University of Tennessee, Knoxville
University of Texas, Austin
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
Utah State University
Valparaiso University
Vanderbilt University
Villanova University
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Washington & Lee University
West Virginia University
Western Michigan University
Western State Colorado University
Westminster College
Worcester Polytechnic University
Xavier University
Yale University

The Class of 2016 earned nearly 
$34 million in scholarships.

Congratulations Class of 2016! One or more students provided documented acceptances 
to the following colleges and universities as of May 9, 2016:
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“Me?” asked an incredulous Joe Michael ’64 
when told he’d be featured in CHS Today. He is 
modest about all the time, talent and financial 
resources he’s invested in Canisius High School 
over the years. His involvement with the school 
spans several decades, from serving as an assistant 
football coach in the 1970s, to co-founding the 
CHS Athletic Hall of Fame in the 1980s, to serving 
as a trustee and assistant basketball coach in the 
1990s. He also co-founded the Downtown Priest 
Committee that helped raise awareness of Jesuit 
spirituality and education by helping Fr. John G. 
Sturm, S.J. ‘35 publish his book “Life’s a Dance, Not 
a Dress Rehearsal.” The committee also initiated the 
Fr. Sturm Scholarship at Canisius High School. 

Michael’s latest endeavor is chairing the Fr. 
John G. Sturm, S.J. ‘35 Legacy Fund which provides 
funding for the Fr. Sturm Scholarship, resources for 
the President’s Discretionary Athletic Fund, and 
provides tuition assistance to NativityMiguel Middle 
School students who attend CHS. He’s coordinating 
this year’s Fr. Sturm Legacy Fund Luncheon. The 
event will be Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

at noon at the First Niagara Center in downtown 
Buffalo. Register online at canisiushigh.org/events. 
Last year’s luncheon sold out.

When asked why he gives so much of himself 
to Canisius, Michael says it’s simple. “I’ve always 
said the three greatest influences in my life are my 
parents, my wife, and Canisius High School. Without 
the background they’ve given me, I wouldn’t be 
where I am today. I’m grateful.”

For more information on how you can support 
Canisius High School’s mission and students, contact:

The Office of Institutional Advancement
716.200.0262
advancement@canisiushigh.org

THANK YOU
JOSEPH P. MICHAEL ‘64
FOR HELPING PROVIDE TUITION ASSISTANCE FOR STUDENTS AND ATHLETIC LEADERSHIP
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Canisius High School
1180 Delaware Avenue

Buffalo, NY 14209

2016-17 SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS
Tuesday, September 6, 2016
at Canisius High School

MASS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Friday, September 9, 2016
at Canisius High School Auditorium

PRESIDENT’S BENEFACTORS RECEPTION
Friday, September 16, 2016, 6:00 p.m.
at CHS Kennedy Field House

CHS ALUMNI RECEPTION IN WASHINGTON, DC
Tuesday, September 20, 2016
Time and location – TBD

BUFFALO NITE IN WASHINGTON, DC
Wednesday, September 21, 2016, 6:00-9:00 p.m.
At the Dirksen Senate Office Building

FR. JOHN G. STURM, S.J. ’35 LEGACY 
FUND LUNCHEON
Tuesday, September 28, 2016 at noon
at the Lexus Club in the First Niagara Center
Keynote speaker – former NY Giants receiver Phil 
McConkey ‘75

JESUIT FRIENDS AND ALUMNI MASS
Sunday, October 23, 2016, 12:00 noon
at St. Michael’s Parish, Buffalo

FATHER/SON MASS & BREAKFAST
Sunday, November 13, 2016 at 8:30 a.m.
at St. Michael’s Parish, Buffalo

ALUMNI FAMILY SERVICE DAY
Saturday, November 19, 2016, 8:00 a.m.
at Canisius High School

LADIES HOLIDAY GIFT GATHERING
Friday, December 2, 2016, 8:30 a.m.
at the Buffalo Club

BENEFACTORS MASS & BRUNCH
Sunday, December 4, 2016, 10:00 a.m.
At CHS Auditorium and Kennedy Field House

GAMBIT XLIII
Saturday, March 25, 2017 at 5:30 p.m.
at Canisius High School

ALL-ALUMNI BASH & REUNION WEEKEND 2017
Friday & Saturday, June 16-17, 2017
at Canisius High School

IMPORTANT
DATES


