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FROM THE 

PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE
A Masterminds competition, a chess tournament, 

volleyball playoffs, and a theatrical performance – those 
were the afterschool activities on just one recent afternoon 
at Canisius, the same week we kicked off our annual food 
drive, hosted the Western New York College Consortium, 
Sophomore Parent Night, the SAT, and gathered together 
to celebrate a school-wide Mass for All Saints Day. Canisius 
students don’t just go to their classes and then go home, and 
Canisius doesn’t shut down at the end of the school day. A 
Jesuit education at Canisius involves caring for the whole 
person, and all the activities and events listed above are all a 
part of achieving that goal.

Managing so many diverse activities and events can 
feel like a three-ring circus at times, but the joy comes in 
seeing our students developing their individual talents and 
discovering a world beyond themselves. The range of interests 
of our students is evident in the students you’ll meet in this 
issue of CHS Today. John Killion ‘18 talks about his new 
hobby of bull riding and his goal to become a state trooper. 
Tim Abate ‘18 shares his experience of climbing one of 
the highest mountains in the world. Alexander Popat ‘19 
describes meeting people in villages in rural Ontario who 
viewed as great value an item he had considered to be trash.

As a life-long educator, I appreciate seeing some of our 
young alumni discover for themselves the joys of teaching. On 
the pages ahead, you’ll hear from Russell Fiorella ‘12 who is 

in his second year of teaching at a Jesuit high school in New 
Jersey, Max Capizzi ‘13 who is devoting a year of service to 
Yap Catholic High School in Micronesia and Bill Kresse ‘90 
who began his school administration path right here at his 
alma mater.

Many times, over the years, I have felt honored to be a 
part of Canisius High School. Sometimes it’s because of the 
accomplishments of our alumni, and other times because of 
something happening on our campus with current students. 
One such moment that made me feel proud took place on a 
cold and rainy day this October. Our entire school community 
lined up to pay our respects to Buffalo Police Officer Craig 
Lehner who died during a training exercise. We all stood 
together in silent dignity for nearly 40 minutes as the funeral 
procession passed. To see police officers give a nod or wave 
while wiping away tears indicated to me they were very 
touched by the reverence and respect shown by our more than 
900 students, faculty and staff as we lined several blocks of 
Delaware Avenue.

What a community!  What a gift we are to one another!
 

Respectfully,

 

Ms. Andrea Tyrpak-Endres
Principal

FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL’S 
OFFICE

Fr. Ciancimino walks through Beecher Hall with (left to right) Jack Kompson ‘19, Noah Williams ‘19, Noah Lemoine ‘18, and Joe Tripi ‘18.

FROM THE

PRESIDENT’S OFFICE
Leadership.

Standing on the sideline during one of our junior varsity 
football games this fall, I heard the whistle blow that would stop 
the action, and then I heard Coach call from the field, “water.” 
Ray Miranda ‘18, a varsity football captain, there to cheer on 
the team, hustled to pick up the water bottles, and ran them 
out to the JV players on the field.  What a great example for the 
younger men.  Ray is a varsity captain.  Now that’s leadership.

Quarterback and captain, Jayce Johnson ‘18, was standing 
on the sideline, too.  When a JV player came off the field, having 
done something well (or having made a somewhat costly 
mistake), I watched Jayce walk the sideline, tap the shoulder 
pads or helmet of the young player, and give him an encouraging 
word. This was the varsity quarterback.  Now that’s leadership.  

In Jesuit education, we speak often about leadership, 
excellence, and service.  Ray and Jayce brought together all three 
of these particular elements of Jesuit education for me through 
their simple deeds.  I was proud of them that morning… and 
proud of CHS.    

This issue of CHS Today is filled with examples of alumni 
who, like Ray and Jayce, understand that leadership manifests 
itself best in deeds and the service of others.  You’ll read 
about Ramon Nicosia ‘93 who works at a Jesuit high school 
in Miami, a school that traces its roots to Cuba in the 1850s; 
Bill Kresse ‘90 who has brought new programs to City Honors 
School in Buffalo; and Eric Spina ‘79 who leads a top tier 

Catholic research university. Inspired by their own experiences 
at Canisius, they’re encouraging and inspiring today’s young 
people. Read their stories beginning on page 6.

U.S. District Judge Lawrence Vilardo ‘73 pursues excellence 
and fairness making decisions that are consistent with the law. 
He looks to the late U.S. District Judge John Curtin ‘39 as an 
example of judicial excellence. We explore the connections 
between these two men on page 16.

You’ll read about the Vukelic family and their deep roots and 
strong belief in the quality Jesuit education offered at Canisius. 
Gene Vukelic ‘48 and his sons have grown a small beverage 
distribution business into a successful statewide operation with 
hundreds of employees.

You can also read about the late artist, Edward Pino ‘68, 
who pursued his talents with painting and sculpture, and coach 
Tom Weislo who has been instilling and achieving excellence 
with the Canisius volleyball teams for over 20 years.

Being a leader doesn’t always merit a medal, trophy, or 
mention in these pages.  As I conclude this message, I am 
thinking of our alumni, parents, and friends whose triumphs 
may be unspoken, but no less outstanding.  Here’s to you.

Thank you for your continued support and care for Canisius 
High School. 

Blessings and gratitude,

 

Fr. David Ciancimino, S.J.

Ms. Andrea Tyrpak-Endres with  Jordan Marks ‘19 (left) and Sean Butler ‘18 (right).



ERIC F. SPINA ‘79

“ I DON’T THINK I WOULD BE IN THE POSITION I AM 
TODAY WITHOUT THE INFLUENCE OF MY FAMILY AND 
MANY OF MY TEACHERS AND MENTORS AT CANISIUS.”

When Eric Spina ‘79 was installed as the president of the University of Dayton, Ohio this 
past spring, several Canisius High School classmates and current principal Andrea Tyrpak-
Endres were among his friends and family in attendance. “It was a great opportunity to 
reconnect with some great friends and it speaks to the type of strong bonds that are made at 
Canisius,” Spina says. “Of the friends I made throughout high school, college and graduate 
school, I am closest to those from Canisius. Their presence at the ceremony was a reminder of 
the influence the school had on me.”

Spina’s father was a biology teacher who became principal of a middle school, and his 
mother was an art teacher, but a career in education was the farthest thing from Spina’s teenage 
mind. At Canisius, Spina was a shot putter and discus thrower, and in the classroom he was 
good at math and science. Guidance counselors suggested he look into engineering. He earned 
a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering from Carnegie Mellon University, and during 
this time a combination of dedicated teachers at Canisius and college professors sparked Spina’s 
interest in the academic world. 

After earning a master’s and Ph.D. from Princeton University, Spina began a 28-year tenure 
at Syracuse University where he served in many roles from faculty member and department 
chair to vice chancellor and interim chancellor and president. As a mechanical and aerospace 
engineer, Spina also did research in experimental fluid mechanics, worked as a lead on grants 
from the National Science Foundation, NASA and the EPA, and was granted two U.S. patents. 
He was awarded one of Syracuse University’s highest honors with the Chancellor’s Citation for 
Outstanding Contribution to the University’s Academic Programs.

Today, he is the 19th president of the University of Dayton, a top-tier Catholic research 
university founded in 1850 and one of three Marianist universities in the nation. Nationally 
recognized for his work in higher education, Spina says the mission at Dayton aligns with the 
values he learned from his parents and at Canisius. “I don’t think I would be in the position 
I am today without the influence of my family and many of my teachers and mentors at 
Canisius,” he concludes. “In my doctoral dissertation, I acknowledged a number of them 
including athletic director James Skipper, English teacher Rev. Gerald McIntyre and Andrea 
Tyrpak-Endres. That’s how important these lifelong relationships have been to me.”

Spina and his wife have a son and a daughter. He resides in Oakwood, Ohio, near the 
University of Dayton.

Canisius alumni are leaders in 

the education field. On the next 

several pages, we highlight 

several alumni who are shaping 

the future for students in public 

schools, independent schools, 

Jesuit schools and institutions of 

higher education.
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257

PRESIDENT
University of Dayton · Dayton, Ohio

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE
Bachelor’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering · Carnegie Mellon University

GRADUATE DEGREES
Doctor’s and Master’s Degrees in Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering
Princeton University
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KEVIN MCGOWAN, ED.D. ‘92

ALUM APPLIES SOME JESUIT EDUCATION 
PRINCIPLES IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

As a student, Kevin McGowan, Ed.D. ‘92 knew the opportunity to attend 
Canisius High School was a great privilege. Several family members attended 
Canisius including his brother, John ‘95, his grandfather, cousins and uncles. 
His father also attended a Jesuit high school in Brooklyn. His grandmother’s 
cousin, Fr. Peter Martin, S.J. ‘30, was also a Canisius alum who became an 
athletic moderator and professor at Canisius College. “I was hooked on Jesuits 
early on,” McGowan recalls. “Still, every time I entered through those big 
blue doors at Canisius High School, I was honored to be there and also felt 
that I was developing honorably. I am forever grateful to my parents for the 
opportunity.”

McGowan ran cross country and track, played JV basketball and was 
editor of the school newspaper. His mother was a teacher in Buffalo city 
schools and McGowan worked with kids during the summer in the Town of 
Amherst’s recreation department. Those were the beginnings of McGowan’s 
interest in teaching. After graduating from high school, he earned a degree 
in elementary education from Canisius College, then a master’s degree in 
educational leadership and supervision.

He started his career as an elementary school teacher in the Starpoint 
Central School District in Niagara county before becoming an assistant 
principal at Iroquois High School in Elma. Administrative positions in 
Wales and Wyoming county followed. Then in 2009, McGowan became 
superintendent of the Brighton Central School District outside of Rochester. 
During his tenure, Brighton has ranked among the top 1 percent of high-
performing high schools in the nation and the top 3 percent in New York. 
This past year, SAT scores in the Brighton school district were highest in the 
Business First rankings for Upstate New York. While McGowan is proud 
of those achievements, he points out the district also digs deeper to ensure 
all students are given opportunities to achieve their best, not just the high 
performers. He says his experience at Canisius helped to inspire the thinking 
along those lines.

McGowan lives with his wife – a former teacher – and three children in 
Brighton. He attended his 25th class reunion at Canisius this past summer and 
says it was great to connect with friends. “I went to Canisius with a fantastic 
group of guys,” McGowan concludes. “We share the privilege of having 
teachers who were interested not only in your academic performance, but also 
in how you developed as a young man.”

SUPERINTENDENT
Brighton Central School District · Rochester, NY

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE
Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education · Canisius College

GRADUATE DEGREES
Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership and Supervision · Canisius College
Ed.D. in Educational Leadership and Policy · State University of New York at Buffalo

Bill Kresse invited City Honors students to gather around him for this photograph since they are “what our work as educators is all about.”

WILLIAM A. KRESSE, PH.D. ‘90

FORMER MOCK TRIAL COACH LEADS A 
TOP PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

William Kresse, Ph.D. ‘90 had plenty of Canisius influence in 
his life before he ever enrolled at the school. He’s the grandson of 
Lawrence Miano who attended Canisius in the 1920s and the son of 
Robert Kresse ‘45. Bill Kresse became the first of four Kresse brothers 
at Canisius and paved the way for Andrew ‘91, Bart ‘94, and Ted ‘96. 
Beyond his family, Kresse says his strongest influence was former 
Canisius math department chair Robert Krum. “He had a significant 
impact on me as both a Canisius student and as a young teacher early 
in my career,” Kresse explains. “He was selfless in his dedication to the 
school and very patient with the students. If I have been able to bring 

half of what Bob brought to his work, I have been a success in my own 
career.”

As a Canisius student Kresse earned second team All-Catholic 
honors in football, ran track, and participated in mock trial, going 
to two state championships. Later on, when he was a social studies 
teacher and assistant dean at Canisius in the late 1990s, he coached the 
mock trial team. That team became the first from Western New York 
to win a state championship.

Kresse remembers the challenging curriculum at Canisius, taking 
courses in Latin, physics and honors English with the thought that he 
might pursue a law career. While at Georgetown University though, 
a friend asked him to fill in as a tutor at a middle school. It was an 
experience that put him on a career path in education.  That path 
included stops at various schools as a school counselor, social studies 
teacher, assistant high school principal, and ultimately principal. 
Kresse has been principal at City Honors School in Buffalo for more 
than 12 years.

Under Kresse’s leadership, City Honors underwent a $43 million 
restoration of its historic school building. This past year 95% of the 
school’s graduates earned Advanced Regents Diplomas. Kresse was 
also involved with the introduction of the innovative STARS program 
(STudents with Autism Rising to Success) with staff and teachers 
specializing in meeting the needs of autistic students. 

Kresse lives with his wife, Kelly – who he met at Canisius when 
he was teaching and she was a temporary teacher – and two sons in 
Buffalo. He says he often speaks with Canisius president Fr. David 
Ciancimino, S. J. as well as other former teachers. “I think I inherited 
the intensity that Father Ciancimino and other faculty brought to their 
work as educators,” Kresse concludes. “I learned so many skills that I 
use every day as principal.”

LEADERS IN 
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PRINCIPAL
City Honors School Buffalo Public Schools · Buffalo, NY

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE
Bachelor of Arts in Government and History · Georgetown University

GRADUATE DEGREES
Master of Science in Secondary Education/Social Studies  
Canisius College
Master of Science in Educational Administration · Cornell University
Ph.D. in Educational Administration · Cornell University



FR. ROBERT REISER, S.J. ‘82

SERVICE IMMERSION EXPERIENCES AT CANISIUS YEARS 

AGO STILL IMBUE FR. REISER’S WAY OF THINKING.

Fr. Robert Reiser, S.J. ‘82 comes from a family with a multi-generational 
relationship with Canisius. Even so, when the time came for him to go to high 
school, he was not interested in Canisius. “My parents knew what was best for me 
though, and so I eventually went to Canisius,” Fr. Reiser explains. It turned out 
to be a good thing. “From the simple fact that I had to leave the comforts of my 
neighborhood, to the diverse people I met and thorough education I received, my 
world quickly expanded.”

Most specifically, he met Jesuits who helped him see what his future could be. 
“The Jesuits at Canisius, while priests and religious brothers – men of faith and 
action – they were also thinkers and tremendously human,” describes Fr. Reiser. 
“They gave me an image and a model of what I wanted to become.”

Fr. Reiser was ordained a priest in the Society of Jesus in June 1997, and soon 
after he returned to Canisius High School to serve as the director of campus 
ministry and to teach math. He then served as the director of vocations for the 
Society of Jesus for five years before becoming the assistant to the president 
at McQuaid Jesuit in Rochester. He next served as president of Saint Peter’s 
Preparatory School in Jersey City, NJ for seven years before returning to McQuaid, 
and being named president in 2014. 

While preparing to serve as McQuaid’s president, Fr. Reiser found himself 
reflecting in particular on his days as Canisius’ campus minister and working 
alongside students, faculty and volunteers during service immersion trips to 
Appalachia. He says those experiences frame his understanding of what it means 
to be a reflective leader and minister within a school community. “Canisius 
gave me a world that was bigger than any I could have imagined in my familiar 
neighborhood,” says Fr. Reiser. “I hope I have done and will continue offering  
the same to students at those Jesuit schools in which I have served.”  
Fr. Reiser works with another Canisius alum in education leadership.  
Adam Baber ‘01 is the principal at McQuaid.

PRESIDENT
McQuaid Jesuit High School · Rochester, NY

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE
Bachelor of Science, Accounting · Canisius College

GRADUATE DEGREES
Master of Arts, Philosophical Resources · Fordham University 
Master of Divinity · Weston Jesuit School of Theology
Master of Theology · Harvard Divinity School
Master of Science, Educational Leadership and Administration · The University 
of Rochester 
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ANDREW DEYELL ‘91

“   EVERYTHING GOOD THAT HAS HAPPENED 

TO ME IS A DIRECT RESULT OF GOING TO 

CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL.”

“High school was the most formative experience of my life,” says 
Andrew Deyell ‘91. “Everything good that has happened to me is a 
direct result of going to Canisius High School.” Deyell believes Canisius 
shaped his life by connecting him with many inspiring people. These 
include current president Fr. David Ciancimino, S.J. with whom 
Deyell recalls working on admission visits; former president Fr. James 
Keenan, S.J. who presided over the weddings of numerous friends; 
and teacher Fr. Adelmo Dunghe, S.J. who encouraged Deyell to be an 
English major in college. “At Canisius I was surrounded by very high 
achieving, goal-oriented, faith-filled men and it shaped my life from 
that time forward,” he recalls. “I met so many friends who had great 
aspirations in life and it caused me to have great aspirations in my 
own life.”

Growing up in Tonawanda in a family of five children, Deyell 
followed his brother, Daniel ‘88 to Canisius. Andrew Deyell was active 
in chorus and school plays and was drawn to the “Men for Others” 

ethos of his Jesuit education, something his parents also instilled in 
him from an early age. 

After spending more than 20 years in teaching and administrative 
roles in the Washington D.C. area, Deyell was thrilled to return to 
Buffalo in 2014 as the Head of School at Elmwood Franklin. At the 
oldest independent school in Western New York – founded in 1889 
– with preschool through eighth grade, his responsibilities include 
school governance, fundraising, and other leadership duties. Deyell 
points to the collaborative nature of the school, involving teachers, 
administration, and parents that has allowed him to oversee a number 
of accomplishments in a few years at Elmwood Franklin. These include 
the digital mapping of the school’s curriculum, guiding the school 
through its accreditation process, introducing a robotics program, and 
a $100,000 renovation of the school’s theater. In addition, Elmwood 
Franklin was recently designated a Confucius Classroom by the 
University at Buffalo for its Mandarin language program. Deyell says 
he reflects on his Canisius education almost every day, and often finds 
himself offering the same words of guidance to students that he heard 
from his teachers at Canisius. 

One more Canisius connection significantly impacted Deyell’s 
life. His sister married John Eberl ‘95 and Deyell was paired with his 
sister’s friend in the wedding party. That friend would become Deyell’s 
wife and they now live in Buffalo with their son and daughter.

HEAD OF SCHOOL
Elmwood Franklin School · Buffalo, NY

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE 
Bachelor of Arts in English ·  LeMoyne College

GRADUATE DEGREES 
Master of Arts in Education Administration
George Washington University

Master of Education in Private School Leadership
Teacher’s College of Columbia University

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
The Woods Academy, Bethesda, Maryland
•  Assistant Head of School

Washington Jesuit Academy, Washington D.C.
•  Assistant Headmaster

Mater Dei School, Bethesda, Maryland
•   English Teacher



HARVEY YOUNG, PH.D. ‘93

FORMER MR. CANISIUS PREPARES FOR HIS NEXT 
CAREER MOVE.

Harvey Young, Ph.D. ‘93 did not sit still at Canisius High School. After asking 
his parents to send him to Canisius, Young took full advantage of the opportunity and 
participated in as many activities as possible. He served as an editor of the yearbook 
and school newspaper, participated in student government, volunteered in the 
textbook loan office, and was chosen by his peers as Mr. Canisius 1993. Young also 
taught in Canisius’ HAP (Higher Achievement Program) summer camp for seventh 
grade boys. In fact, he taught at HAP with William Kresse ‘90, principal at City 
Honors, who is also profiled in this issue. “From start to finish, Canisius High School 
was foundational to who I am,” says Young. “I had the best teachers, and as a person 
who likes to write, I cannot imagine better mentors.”

A film class with Fr. Adelmo Dunghe, S.J. sparked an interest that would lead 
Young to study film at Yale University where he graduated with honors. That interest 
in the arts grew stronger as he earned a Master of Arts in Humanities from the 
University at Buffalo. Young says he met so many extraordinary educators and high 
level researchers in graduate school, he decided to pursue a second master’s as well as a 
Ph.D. in Theatre, focusing on theory and aesthetics, at Cornell University.

His career at Northwestern University in Illinois began as a lecturer. Over nearly 
a decade, he was promoted to assistant professor, and later to associate professor with 
tenure. He eventually was appointed to the rank of professor and named chair of the 
Department of Theatre, overseeing more than 400 theater majors and 60 graduate 
students. He has held year-long faculty fellowships at Harvard University and Stanford 
University and was recently elected president of the Association for Theatre in Higher 
Education. A prolific writer on a variety of subjects, Young has published numerous 
books and articles, earning awards for outstanding scholarship from national 
associations.

In January 2018, Young will move to Boston, MA with his wife – a Boston 
native and legal scholar – and two children to become Dean of Fine Arts at Boston 
University. Young notes that all of the activities in which he participated in high school 
prepared him well for his career. But he says commitment to service is at the heart of 
his Canisius education. “The paramount lesson of my time at Canisius was the need to 
contribute to the greater good of society and help other people,”  
Young concludes. “It is something I am reminded of pretty much every day.  
Part of being a teacher and administrator is to meet people where they are,  
with respect and attention. For me, that started at Canisius.”
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RAMON NICOSIA ‘93

EDUCATION CAREER LEADS ALUM TO 
A JESUIT SCHOOL HUNDREDS OF MILES 
FROM HOME.

For Ramon Nicosia ‘93, what makes a Jesuit education excellent 
is difficult to put into words. “It’s hard to explain it to someone who 
has not experienced it firsthand,” Nicosia says. “Few schools – if 
any – in the Buffalo area can boast of the quality of education and 
the formation experiences that a Jesuit preparatory school such as 
Canisius High School offers.”

Nicosia has experienced Jesuit education as a student, a teacher, 
and now he is an assistant principal at Belen Jesuit Preparatory School 
in Miami, serving nearly 1,500 students and their families. The school’s 
roots trace back to 1854 in Havana, Cuba. Belen counts Fidel Castro as 

one of its alumni and the school was re-established in Miami in 1961 
when the Jesuits were exiled by the former leader’s political regime.

Nicosia appreciates that his parents made significant sacrifices 
to send him to Canisius, where he played basketball and was on the 
Crusader rowing team. He also immersed himself in the school culture 
and counts English teacher Ken Durkin ‘58 and religion teacher 
Francis McGreevey among his strongest influences in his Canisius 
days. Nicosia’s mother passed away when he was a sophomore at 
Canisius and he recalls the support of faculty and students was 
invaluable during that difficult period. “I remember an entire 
delegation of students and teachers at the service rallying to support 
me,” he says. “It was so comforting and it left a lasting impression.” 

After graduation, Nicosia became the first in his immediate family 
to attend a four-year college. At Canisius College, he earned a degree 
in history while considering a career in law or medicine. He managed 
a small business for a few years after college, but felt a call toward the 
education field. He moved to Miami in 2003, and began teaching in 
public schools in Miami-Dade County. He completed his master’s 
degree in 2008 and joined the faculty of Belen as a history teacher the 
following year. He became the assistant principal at the high school 
two years ago.

Living in Miami with his wife and twin three-year-old daughters, 
Nicosia misses Western New York, but enjoys living in such a 
culturally diverse part of the country. The history teacher in him 
recognizes how deep the pillars of Jesuit education run at both 
Canisius and Belen. “I learned so many lessons from the Jesuits and 
carry them with me in my role as assistant principal today,” Nicosia 
concludes. “I can tell our students I have walked in their shoes coming 
from a prep school like Canisius. I think that has made me more 
effective as an educator, always keeping their best interests in mind.”

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OF 
HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMICS
Belen Jesuit Preparatory School · Miami, FL

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE
Bachelor of Arts in History · Canisius College

GRADUATE DEGREES
Master of Science in Curriculum and Instruction 
Florida International University
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CHAIR AND PROFESSOR
Department of Theatre · Northwestern University

EFFECTIVE JANUARY, 2018:
Dean of the College of Fine Arts · Boston University

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE
Bachelor of Arts in Film Study · Yale University

GRADUATE DEGREES
Master of Arts in Humanities · State University of New York at Buffalo
Master of Arts in Theatre · Cornell University
Ph.D. in Theatre · Cornell University

Ramon Nicosia with Belen Jesuit students in Miami.
Photo by Teresa Martinez

Photo by Jackie Ricciardi for 
Boston University Photography



ISLAND EXPERIENCE

THIS SCHOOL YEAR MAX 
CAPIZZI ‘13 IS WORKING AS 
A VOLUNTEER TEACHER AT 
YAP CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
IN THE FEDERATED STATES OF 
MICRONESIA. HE WROTE THE 
FOLLOWING PIECE ABOUT HIS 
EXPERIENCES AT YAP SO FAR. 

I was looking for a formative experience 
following college that was service-oriented and 
would allow me to immerse myself in a new 
culture. So far, the opportunity has certainly lived 
up to those expectations. Teaching in a foreign 
country and acclimating to a different way of 
life has been challenging but really rewarding. 
I believe it’s also helped me form personal and 
professional strengths that will aid me in my future 
endeavors. 

I’ve most enjoyed working with the extremely 
motivated students at Yap Catholic. They show 
up to school eager to learn every day and bring 
radiant energy to the classroom. In addition to 
teaching classes, I also moderate after school 
sports and activities. It’s clear the school, which 
models itself after Jesuit high schools in the U.S., is 
in many ways successful at providing its students 
with a well-rounded education that emphasizes 
doing things in the service of others. 

There’s no doubt my time at Canisius led me 
to make the decision to come here and teach. 
My positive experience during my junior year 
immersion trip to the Dominican Republic 
was part of the reason why I felt comfortable 
committing to the position. And, as I was in the 
process of figuring out if teaching here was a good 
fit for me, I reached out to some of my former 
Canisius teachers who were instrumental in 
encouraging me to come. Funnily enough, I also 
realized it’s nearly impossible to escape Canisius: 
Yap Catholic’s director is Canisius alumnus and 
former principal Fr. Jack Mattimore, S.J. ‘76. I’m 
constantly appreciative of the lessons Canisius  
has imparted on me.

ALUMNI

YEARS IN CURRENT POSITION
8

DEGREE
Bachelor of Arts – History, Le Moyne College (2000); Masters in the Science of Teaching, Fordham University (2004); Masters in the Science 
of School Administration, Fordham University (2016)

RUSSELL FIORELLA ‘12
“ OF ALL THE SKILLS, LESSONS AND RELATIONSHIPS I FOUND  
AT CHS, I AM MOST GRATEFUL FOR REFLECTION.”

CAREER PATH:
Russ Fiorella ‘12 says the thought of teaching as a vocation first struck him late in his high school 
career thanks to enthusiastic and affecting teachers at Canisius. “Their unwavering passion for 
the mission – giving themselves away to others not for their glory but for something greater and 
to challenge others to follow – was contagious. It’s safe to say I caught the bug,” says Fiorella, Mr. 
Canisius 2012. His time at Canisius College further shaped his interest in education. “It was between 
the bookshelves in the Andrew L. Bouwhuis library where I developed an acute passion for the 
humanities and a strong desire to explore religion, art, and history with students of my own.”

FAVORITE CANISIUS MEMORIES:
Fiorella says Canisius High School’s campus ministry programs helped shape who he is today 
and continue to influence his experience in Jesuit education.  “The grad at grad program, retreats, 
immersion and service experiences, and leadership opportunities injected purpose into my 
education, inviting me to think critically with head and heart about myself and the world around 
me and react to it,” explains Fiorella. “Of all the skills, lessons and relationships I found at CHS, I am 
most grateful for reflection. Habitually looking back has enriched my appreciation for the present 
moment and provided perspective for what might lie ahead. It has been a valuable tool for the 
classroom and invaluable beyond it.”
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ALUMNI IN 
EDUCATION

CURRENT POSITION
Religion teacher · Saint Peter’s 
Preparatory School, Jersey City, NJ

YEARS IN CURRENT 
POSITION
currently in second year

DEGREE
Bachelor in the Arts (Majors in 
History, Art History, and Religious 
Studies) Canisius College 2016

LUCIANO LOVALLO ‘96
“CANISIUS INSTILLED IN ME A BELIEF I COULD ACCOMPLISH ANYTHING 
AS LONG AS I PLACED MY FAITH IN GOD, MAINTAINED A STEADFAST 
COMMITMENT AND TREATED PEOPLE THE RIGHT WAY.”

CAREER PATH:
Luciano Lovallo ‘96 credits two Jesuits for helping him recognize his desire to become a teacher and 
eventual school administrator – Canisius High School President Fr. David Ciancimino, S.J., who was 
the principal when Luciano was in high school, and the late Fr. Ed Ryan at Le Moyne College. “This 
desire came into greater focus during my year as a Jesuit Volunteer in Portland, Oregon,” says Lovallo. 
He then landed a job teaching English and history at the Nativity Mission Center in New York City. “I 
fell in love with the vocation pretty soon after and decided to pursue graduate work in the field.”

FAVORITE CANISIUS MEMORY:
Luciano played baseball at Canisius and his two favorite Canisius memories are related to baseball. 
The first is the homilies by Fr. Richard Zanoni, S.J. at the baseball awards banquets. The second also 
involved Fr. Zanoni. “I questioned why we needed to read Shakespeare when it had nothing to do with 
baseball. Fr. Zanoni replied, ‘Of course there is a baseball reference in Shakespeare. From Macbeth: 
“Fair is foul and foul is fair”,’ recalls Luciano, “Fr. Zanoni noted this was a direct reference to the foul 
line/pole in baseball. A ball is ruled fair when it hits the foul line or pole.”

CURRENT POSITION
Dean of Academics, Xavier High School, New York City



“ WHAT I TAKE FROM JUDGE CURTIN IS YOU DO THINGS THE 
RIGHT WAY, NOT THE EASY WAY OR THE POPULAR WAY. ”

Judge Lawrence Vilardo ‘73 first learned about Judge John Curtin ‘39 when Vilardo was still in high 
school. Curtin was the father of Vilardo’s classmate, John Curtin ‘73. Vilardo was impressed with his 
friend’s father’s federal judge status, but could hardly predict that Judge Curtin would become a judicial 
icon in the decades to come, or that Vilardo himself would someday take over the judge’s cases.

Curtin served as a U.S. District Judge for the Western District of New York from 1967 to 2016. He ruled 
on several high-profile cases including one that forced Buffalo Public Schools to desegregate, and another 
that changed the hiring practices of the Buffalo Police Department and Fire Department to open more 
opportunities to minority applicants. Curtin also presided over the Love Canal environmental pollution 
case.

When Vilardo was sworn in as a U.S. District Judge in 2015, also in the Western District of New York, 
Curtin was there. “I have a picture in my chambers of us talking at my swearing in,” says Vilardo. A few 
months later when Curtin retired, Vilardo inherited his cases. “I think he got a big kick out of the fact that 
someone who graduated from Canisius High School and Canisius College was getting the cases from a 
judge who graduated from Canisius High School and Canisius College,” says Vilardo.

The general affinity of Canisius High School alumni for one another, in Vilardo’s opinion, comes from 
knowing the Jesuit education at the school is something special. “You’re educated academically, but also 
spiritually, emotionally and physically. It’s that sort of attention to the whole person that makes Jesuit 
education stand out,” Vilardo explains. He thinks that shared experience creates strong bonds among 
alumni. “Canisius High School is the best school I’ve ever gone to and that includes Harvard. High school 
was really hard for me, but because of the commitment to excellence at Canisius, I developed good habits.”

Vilardo calls it a “tremendous honor” to have inherited Judge Curtin’s docket, and he cherishes the 
conversations he had with the retired judge before his death in April 2017. Even in retirement, Curtin 
was driven to do what he believed was right. “In the last visit I had with him at his apartment we talked 
about his final project, attracting attention to the plight of refugees,” recalls Vilardo. “In particular he was 
concerned for immigrants from the Middle East and Syria. He felt our country was not welcoming them as 
perhaps we should.”

Vilardo says his own goal as a U.S. District Judge is to be fair, treat everyone with respect and make 
decisions that are consistent with the law. “What I take from Judge Curtin is you do things the right way, 
not the easy way or the popular way. That’s what I try to do every day.”

Judge Lawrence Vilardo ‘73 

inherited the cases of judicial 

icon Judge John Curtin ‘39.

ALUMNI
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Judge John Curtin with Judge Lawrence 
Vilardo at Vilardo’s swearing in.



Three generations of Vukelics have graduated from Canisius
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THE VUKELIC FAMILY

Eugene Vukelic ‘48

Paul Vukelic ‘79 Tim Vukelic ‘83 Jeff Vukelic ‘84 Peter Vukelic ‘89 Matt Vukelic ‘94

Suzanne 
Vukelic Mahoney

Greg Vukelic ‘05 Chris Vukelic ‘09 Tim Mahoney ‘10 Matt Mahoney ‘17
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Vukelic family Canisius alumni (Left to right) Timothy ‘83, Peter ‘89, Eugene ‘48, Jeffrey ‘84, Matt ‘94, Paul ’79.

FAMILY LEGACY

A FOUNDATION FORMED AT CANISIUS 
INFLUENCES A STATEWIDE FAMILY 
BUSINESS. 

Eugene Vukelic ‘48 was the first person in his family to attend 
Canisius High School. He doesn’t remember choosing Canisius. His 
parents simply told him that’s where he was going. Little did he know 
as a teenager riding the bus from Lackawanna into the city that he was 
beginning what would become a strong family legacy at the school that 
continues to this day. 

“We were the first to go to the Masonic consistory. That’s what we 
called it,” recalls Vukelic. After spending his freshman and sophomore 
years at the original Canisius campus on Washington Street, Vukelic and 
his classmates moved for their junior and senior years to the building 
on Delaware Avenue that was previously owned by the Freemasons. 
Vukelic’s class became the first and some of the only students to ever 
attend classes at both Washington Street and the current campus. “We 
were all very curious to see the new school because we perceived the 
Masonic order as a secret society.”

In 1960, Vukelic began working at Try-It Distributing, a beverage 
distribution business started by his father, Croatia-born immigrant 
Stephen Vukelic, in 1928 during the Prohibition era. In the decades 
since Gene Vukelic took over the company’s reins, it has experienced 
significant growth, going from 15 employees to 520 today, with a reach 
that spans across the state.

When it came time for high school for Gene and his wife Carole’s  
five sons, Paul Vukelic ‘79 says the decision was already made. “One 

Friday night I was getting ready to go out with my friends and my 
father pulled me aside and said, ‘By the way, you’re signed up for the 
entrance exam at Canisius. You are going to Canisius’,” Paul recalls 
there was no discussion.

While neither father nor son chose the school for himself, and 
both say being a Canisius student was hard work, they also agree the 
school prepared them for college and beyond with some of the most 
formative experiences of their lives.

“What the Jesuits do for forming the minds, the character and 
the personas of the students is what stands out most for me about 
Canisius,” explains Gene. “You can see the characteristics – caring, 
doing the right thing, a good value system. You can always pick out a 
Canisius alum.”

The Vukelics say they incorporate the values instilled in them 
at Canisius into their business. “If we want our employees to care 
about the company, we have to care. Be an exemplar. We learned that 
at Canisius,” Gene says. “We look at what we can do to improve the 
quality of the lives of our employees.”

The family has stayed involved with the school. Gene and Paul 
each served terms as chairman of the Canisius board of trustees, and 
have helped to ensure an excellent Jesuit education at Canisius remains 
viable for future generations. 

Paul’s two sons, Greg ‘05 and Chris ‘09, are now Canisius alumni. 
The Vukelic name though is still present every day at the school with 
Jack Vukelic ‘21, son of Paul’s brother Matt ‘94, beginning his Canisius 
career this year.

In addition to the academics and character formation, Paul also 
cherishes the lifelong friendships he gained because of Canisius. 
“There’s a group of eight or ten of us from my class who are really tight 
and we still get together on a regular basis,” says Paul. “That kind of 
lifelong friendship is what you get because of what Canisius fosters.”

ALUMNI



STUDENTS TO WATCH
On the next five pages, meet students who are developing

their individual talents at Canisius and beyond.
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VISUAL ARTS SCHOLARSHIP

INFLUENTIAL ARTIST AND 
EDUCATOR IS HONORED 
WITH A SCHOLARSHIP 
NAMED FOR HIM.

With the addition of the school’s new 
center for the arts, across West Ferry Street 
from the main campus, Canisius High 
School is also celebrating a new scholarship 
– the Edward G. Pino ‘68 Endowed 
Scholarship in the Visual Arts. 

Ed Pino was an artist and teacher 
who influenced countless lives before his 
death in March 2017. Pino grew up on the 
west side of Buffalo, attended Cathedral 

Elementary School, and then Canisius just like his older brother Carmen ‘65 and 
younger brother Gary ‘74. Ed Pino’s artistic talent was already evident during 
his years at Canisius where he was involved in many activities including the 
yearbook and drama guild. He also developed life-long friendships with some of 
his classmates. His friends Dr. Herman Mogavero ‘68 and Rocco Maggiotto ‘68 
drove the effort to establish the scholarship in Pino’s name. “Ed was a trailblazing 
volunteer in the spirit of the present Jesuit Volunteer Corps,” says Dr. Mogavero, 
referring to Pino’s volunteer work on Native American reservation, and with VISTA 
(Volunteers In Service To America) following his undergraduate work at Notre 
Dame. “He had a unique sense of humor and in many ways continued to define for 
his remaining classmates the goal of ‘Men for Others’.” 

Pino’s humor is often noticeable in his artwork. As a painter and sculptor, he 
focused on subjects ranging from the joys of family life, to baseball, spirituality and 
the political system. He earned his master’s degree in the arts at the School of the 
Art Institute of Chicago.

Chicago became Pino’s home. There, he settled into a career teaching fine arts at 
Jose Clemente Orozco Academy of Fine Arts for 27 years, all the while continuing 
to create his own works of art. His two sons have professionally pursued careers in 
the arts as well.

The Edward G. Pino ‘68 Endowed Scholarship in the Visual Arts is intended 
to recognize Pino’s connection to Buffalo and Canisius High School, his love of 
art and his passion for helping others. It honors his memory, artistic expression, 
teaching and service to society. Pino considered his four years at Canisius to be 
the formative experience of his life. There, he developed his love of learning, a 
dedication to service and a passion for the arts.

Ed Pino’s photo from the 1968 “Arena.”

Edward Pino (left) with brothers 
Gary (center) and Carmen.

Ed Pino’s painting titled “Self-Portrait with Rocket.” This painting shows Pino as a boy 
in Buffalo holding a prized toy rocket. Pino often painted himself with a clown’s face.

SCHOLARSHIP

TIM ABATE ‘18

“MY GRANDFATHER WAS IN THE ARMY. HE WAS A GREAT 
LEADER FOR OTHERS. I WANT TO BE SOMEONE LIKE HIM.”

Once a week Tim Abate ‘18 goes to U.S. Army Future Soldier Training sessions in West 
Seneca. He enlisted in the Army and the training sessions are part of his preparation for boot 
camp which starts in June at Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri. “This is what I’ve always wanted 
to do,” explains Tim. “My grandfather was in the Army. He was a great leader for others. I 
want to be someone like him.”

Tim is also learning teamwork and leadership skills from his father, Jeffrey Abate. Together 
they’ve climbed some of the world’s highest mountains including Lobuche in Nepal which 
soars to an elevation of 20,075 feet. “At the top we were staring at a great view of Mount 
Everest,” describes Tim. Their climb last April took them 16 hours round trip. Father and son 
had to work as a team, with ropes attached to each other, to reach the summit. “If he falls I 
have the responsibility of stopping him, otherwise he’ll die. When we got to the summit we 

gave each other a big hug because we knew we 
wouldn’t be there without each other.” The two are 
planning another climb in Nepal next April.

Tim will head to college after finishing boot 
camp this summer. He’s looking at schools with 
large ROTC (Reserve Officers’ Training Corps) 
programs. The University of Utah tops his list. 
“It has a great engineering program and it’s in 
the mountains,” Tim smiles. He says classes at 
Canisius have helped confirm for him that he 
wants to pursue engineering, and he credits his 
participation on the wrestling team and his retreat 
experiences with giving him the confidence to 
take on new challenges. “A lot of people don’t do 
what they want to do in life because they’re afraid,” 
explains Tim. “If you have a once in a lifetime 
opportunity, for me it was going to Nepal, take that 
opportunity. Do what you love. Life is short.”
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HOMETOWN
Orchard Park

ALUMNI RELATIVES
Joseph Abate ‘52 (grandfather), Maxwell Abate ‘15 (brother)

SPORTS
wrestling, mountain climbing, skiing

FAVORITE CLASSES
chemistry, biology and intro to engineering

Tim Abate on a climbing trip in 
West Virginia this fall.
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JOHN KILLION ‘18

“ MY PLAN IS TO APPLY FOR THE STATE 
TROOPER EXAM.”

“I’ve been fingerprinted, and took a mugshot,” says John Killion 
‘18. He’s describing growing up as the son of a New York State 
Trooper and spending time at the Troop station. “You get to see a 
different side of what it means to be a cop.” The experience has helped 
John determine he wants a career in law enforcement. He plans to go 
to college, possibly Niagara University, and then apply for the state 
trooper exam. “If I get accepted into the (state trooper) academy I’ll 
go straight into that, but if not I’ll continue on to law school.”

Given his career ambition, it makes sense that John’s favorite class 
at Canisius is constitutional law, but he has other interests too. He 
competed on the Canisius golf team this fall, and took up bull riding 
over the summer. “It’s an adrenaline rush,” John says of bull riding. 
He tells the story of falling off a bull, the bull stepping on his back 
and knee, leaving him unable to walk for a bit afterwards. Still, John 
can’t wait to go back to Oklahoma in December for more bull riding. 
“It’s fun,” he says with a smile.

Something else that makes John smile is his after-school job. He 
teaches swimming lessons in the Clarence Learn to Swim program. 
“As part of that program I teach special needs kids. Even when I don’t 
feel like going to work, I look forward to working with them,” he says. 

As a senior reflecting back on his time at Canisius, John recalls 
not looking forward to his Kairos retreat. “I was concerned about 
missing school work and falling behind,” explains the National Honor 
Society member, but the retreat turned out to be one of his favorite 
Canisius experiences. “I found out things about friends and myself 
that I never would have found out without the small groups and 
reflections.”

With a job, sports commitments, and a long commute from his 
home in Lockport every day, John has learned time management 
skills. “Don’t procrastinate,” is his advice for others, “If you get an 
assignment, make sure it gets done as soon as possible.”

HOMETOWN
Lockport

AFTER SCHOOL JOB
swim teacher 

SPORTS
golf and bull riding

FAVORITE CLASS
constitutional law
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SPENCER LEBSACK ‘18

“ I LEARNED TO LIVE AS BASIC AS IT 
GETS.” 

When Spencer Lebsack ‘18 was in eighth grade he thought he 
wanted to go to high school at St. Joe’s, but visiting Canisius as a 
Crusader For The Day changed his mind. “Canisius was super inviting. 
I liked the building and the people,” recalls Spencer, “I felt a sense of 
the brotherhood right away.”

He made friends quickly, joined sports teams and ski club, and 

found his teachers willing to help when needed. “Mr. Printup (Jordan 
Printup ‘09), my religion teacher last year, really helped me through a 
hard year in religion,” explains Spencer. “There was a lot of writing and 
learning to interpret how theologians thought. That was difficult, but 
Mr. Printup was helpful.” 

Last summer, Spencer faced challenges of a different kind. He went 
on a 30-day backpacking trip in Wyoming’s Wind River mountain 
range with the National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS). “We 
were climbing in snow for two of the four weeks,” Spencer says. 
The belief that “anyone can be a leader” is central to NOLS, and its 
programs aim to develop participants’ leadership potential. “I learned 
to live as basic as it gets,” says Spencer. He describes going out into the 
wilderness with no technology, just a 70-pound backpack containing 
the basics – tent, stove, food, and one change of clothes. “It was pretty 
incredible. I learned a lot.”

He brought back what he learned to Canisius, including his 
leadership skills. “I enjoyed my Emmaus and Kairos retreats, and this 
year I’ll hopefully be leading a Kairos,” Spencer says. “Those retreats 
pushed me to build friendships with kids I might not have talked to. It 
was a good experience.”

Something else Spencer has learned is that he wants to go to 
college out west. The University of Colorado Boulder is his top 
choice, although he’s considering a few other schools including Regis 
in Denver, a Jesuit university. Whatever his choice, it will likely have 
access to lots of outdoor activities. “I love the mountains, the ocean, 
and skiing. It’s where I want to be.”

HOMETOWN
Buffalo 

SPORTS
lacrosse, skiing and volleyball

ART
sculpture 

FAVORITE CLASS
English and AP history
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ALEXANDER POPAT ‘19

“ EMMAUS CHANGED HOW I LOOK AT 
THE WORLD.” 

“I like the mind game,” says Alexander Popat ‘19 as he talks about 
chess, one of his favorite hobbies right now. He has many diverse 
interests which all challenge him mentally, physically or spiritually.

Alex appreciates the new Makerspace Lab at school this year. “It’s 
really neat,” says Alex, “I like building and programming robots.” He’s 
leaning towards majoring in math, science or engineering in college. 

Music is another hobby. He plays the oboe, and even though he isn’t in 
the concert band class this year, he still finds time for weekly lessons 
with Canisius music teacher Mrs. Katie Michalewski so he can perform 
with the band.

Lacrosse and hockey challenge Alex physically. He’s been playing 
hockey since he was four years old. His goal this year is to make the 
Canisius federation hockey team. Alex also finds challenges in the 
great outdoors. He went on a 41-day summer canoeing trip operated 
by Camp Pathfinder in Algonquin Park, Ontario that took him to 
Hudson Bay. “We saw lots of bears and moose,” recalls Alex, but what 
may have been most eye-opening was meeting the people who live in 
small villages many miles from modern conveniences. “We had food 
and supplies that were flown in for us during the trip, and as we were 
unpacking it out of cardboard boxes, a little kid came up to me and 
asked me for the box. I asked why he wanted it. He said, ‘to repair my 
roof.’ He’d been sleeping in a house for a year where it rains right in 
on them.”

The experience gave Alex a lot to think about, and his Emmaus 
retreat provided opportunities to share his thoughts. “Emmaus 
changed how I look at the world,” says Alex. “You get to talk about 
really deep subjects that you might think about in your head, but rarely 
ever get to talk to people about.” He’s looking forward to his Kairos 
retreat this winter, and feels he’s in the right place for managing all his 
diverse interests. “There are so many opportunities at Canisius with all 
the clubs and sports,” explains Alex, “And, the teachers are willing to 
help you. They’ll sacrifice their personal time to help you.”

HOMETOWN
Buffalo 

INSTRUMENT
Oboe 

SPORTS
hockey and lacrosse

FAVORITE CLUB
Model U.N.

RAY MIRANDA ‘18

“ IT’S AMAZING TO SEE THE GROWTH OF 
RUGBY IN THE UNITED STATES, AND HERE 
AT CANISIUS.”

If you ask someone who knows Ray Miranda ‘18 to describe who 
he is, “leader” is a word you’ll likely hear. “Ray is a fantastic leader 
for our football program,” says Canisius head football coach Rich 
Robbins. Ray has played football all four years at Canisius and served 
as a captain this year. “He’s a vocal leader. He’ll take younger players 
under his wing,” asserts Robbins. 

That description of Ray carries away from the football field, too. 
He’s a group leader planning this year’s Freshman Retreat, and also 
hopes to lead Emmaus and Kairos retreats this year. “My freshman 
retreat allowed me to meet new kids and connect with upper classmen 
and teachers. I want today’s freshmen to get out of it what I got out 
of it,” explains Ray. “With Emmaus and Kairos – being able to find 
myself and looking deeply into the lives of others – I want others to 
experience that.” He also highly recommends the Companions service 
immersion program to younger students. He describes his own 
Companions trip as “beyond amazing” as he details the relationships 
that developed between Canisius students and the children of the 
Navajo Nation with each gaining insight into the others’ lives.

Rugby is increasingly an important part of Ray’s life. It moved 
from club status to a varsity sport at Canisius this year, and Ray hopes 
that change helps his aspirations to play rugby in college. “Notre 
Dame is my top choice,” says Ray, who plans to major in business, 
“I’m also looking at St. Bonaventure, Penn State and Boston College.” 
He’s been playing rugby for eight years, was named Rookie of the Year 
as a freshman, and is a captain of the team this year. Rugby doesn’t 
get headlines like some other sports, but it’s growing in popularity. 
According to USA Rugby, the game is now played by 35,000 high 
school athletes in the U.S., ten times more than a decade ago. “It’s 
amazing to see the growth of rugby in the United States, and here at 
Canisius,” Ray says. “My freshman year we had 20-something kids 
and they were mostly seniors. Now, we have nearly 50 kids signing up, 
and they’re freshmen all the way to seniors.”

HOMETOWN
Orchard Park

CLUBS
Donate Life Club, National Honor Society 

SPORTS

football and rugby

FAVORITE CLASS

introduction to engineering
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STEVE PECORI, 
MATHMATICS 
DEPARTMENT CHAIR

“ I’VE HAD ALUMNI COME BACK 
AND SAY ‘YOUR PRE-CALCULUS 
CLASS SAVED ME. I USED THOSE 
NOTES TO HELP ME IN COLLEGE. 
THANKS’.”

Steve Pecori still remembers his first day as a teacher at 
Canisius High School, “The bell rang and all my students were 
in the room, in their seats, waiting for me to speak.” He knew 
he was in a school with high expectations for students and 
teachers, but also one with a sense of community. “The general 
atmosphere, the camaraderie at the school, it’s contagious. 
People are generally happy and want to be here.”

Pecori didn’t set out to be a teacher or to live in Western 
New York. He was a lacrosse player from Watertown, New 
York playing for Mercyhurst College (now Mercyhurst 
University) and studying athletic training. He quickly decided 
athletic training wasn’t for him. “I was good at math, knew 
I wanted to coach and work with kids, and I sort of fell into 
teaching. It was a good fall. I enjoy what I do,” says Pecori. He 
found his way to Western New York because his wife is from 
the area. They settled in Angola near her relatives and are 
raising three children.

Since arriving at Canisius in 2006, Pecori has taught 
pre-calculus and trigonometry, and is now in his second 
year as the mathematics department chair. He also coached 
lacrosse in his first few years at Canisius, but has given up that 
responsibility, for now. “I wouldn’t see much of my own kids,” 
explains Pecori, “That’s not a sacrifice I’m willing to make 
right now.”

This past summer Pecori decided not to teach summer 
classes. “It was probably one of the best summers I’ve ever 
had,” Steve smiles, “Our family did a lot of camping. It was 
great.” He would though like to coach lacrosse again at some 
point in the future. “I do miss that outside the classroom 
interaction with students.” He describes the rewarding feeling 
of seeing one of his former players, Jeff White ‘09, win a 
national lacrosse championship with LeMoyne College. He 
also appreciates hearing about the smaller accomplishments 
of his former students. “I’ve had alumni come back and say, 
‘Your pre-calculus class saved me. I used those notes to help 
me in college. Thanks’.”
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ATHLETICS

COACHING SPOTLIGHT 
TOM WEISLO
VOLLEYBALL 

QUICK FACTS
Playing experience: Duquesne University
Years coaching at CHS: 21
Team accomplishments under Coach Weislo:
•    Ranked number one in Western New York Coaches Poll for three 

consecutive years (2014-2016). Ranked no lower than third for eight 
consecutive years.

•   Multiple tournament victories
•   2015 Buffalo News Prep Talk Team of the Year 
Coaching awards:
2014 Buffalo News Western New York Coach of the Year
2016 Inducted into Western New York Volleyball Coaches Hall of Fame

Why did you become a coach?: It seemed like an extension of my 
playing days many years ago. I enjoy working with the young men. I 
enjoy the camaraderie, and I enjoy teaching them not only volleyball 
skills but hopefully some life skills as well. 

Coaching philosophy:
We have two mantras. The one that they hear from me all the time is, 
“Next ball. Next point.” That means you have to put aside what is in 
the past and focus on what is right in front of you. The other one we 

use quite a bit – I wish I could claim authorship of it – is, “The only 
easy day is yesterday.” We promote hard work as a path to success. 
Very often we might not be the most talented team, but in terms of 
preseason work and work on the court we’re going to do everything we 
can to beat you.

Favorite memory of Canisius coaching career, so far:
The 2015 season was a highlight. Going undefeated, ranked number 
one in the state, going down to Virginia Beach and winning the 
Nike Endless Summer Tournament. That was really cool and it was 
great to be able to do that with a great bunch of guys. That team was 
named the Buffalo News Prep Talk Team of the Year, and was the first 
volleyball team, and first non-football or basketball team, to earn that 
recognition. My other favorite is seeing my sons (twins Ethan ’21 and 
Noah ’21) playing JV volleyball this year at Canisius. That’s a pretty 
wonderful opportunity for me. 

Favorite athlete of all time:
Arnold Palmer. As an avid golfer, I thought he was a wonderful 
personality, great for the game and fun to watch. Also, I had a chance 
to coach Matt Anderson on a club volleyball team. He’s the West 
Seneca native who is currently on the U.S. Olympic team. He’s a 
wonderful person and a great example of hard work and dedication, 
and where it can take you.

Little known fact about Coach Weislo:
I’m a left hander in a right hander’s world. My natural tendency is 
to do things left handed and my father encouraged me do things 
right handed. I don’t hold it against him.

The CHS varsity volleyball team has won 18 consecutive Monsignor Martin 
Athletic Association championships.



The Crusaders had an excellent fall season with Matt 
Jackson ‘19 (pictured), Mike Beecher ‘18 and Jack Coyne 
‘18 qualifying for the state golf tournament in spring.

Derek Bartlo ‘19 was named the Monsignor Martin Offensive Player of the 
Year for soccer. The varsity team finished as runner-up in the league.

Lucas Beyer ‘20 earned second place overall at the cross 
country All-Catholic meet. Canisius finished second in the 
team race.

Neil Kavanaugh ‘18 with an attack against St. Joe’s. The varsity volleyball 
team earned an 18th consecutive Monsignor Martin championship.

ATHLETIC EXCELLENCE
CRUSADERS EARNED TEAM AND INDIVIDUAL ACCOLADES THIS FALL, INCLUDING 

MONSIGNOR MARTIN ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION CHAMPIONSHIPS 

ATHLETICS
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28 Quarterback Jayce Johnson ‘18 was named a Connolly Cup finalist. The annual award recognizes the most outstanding high school 
football player in Western New York. 

The varsity football team celebrated back-to-back Monsignor Martin championships with a victory over St. Joe’s at New Era Field on November 18.



LIFE AT CANISIUS
CANISIUS STUDENTS FIND OPPORTUNITIES TO GROW IN FAITH AND LOVE, AND 

TO DEVELOP THEIR OWN INDIVIDUAL TALENTS.

Students stand in silence along Delaware Avenue paying respects as the funeral 
procession of Buffalo Police Office Craig Lehner passes the school.

Aidan Doyle ‘19 (left) and Dylan Prendergast ‘19 (right) 
work on their chalk art contest winning design, along with 
(not pictured) Lucas Perez ‘19 and Joe Veronica ‘19.

Tommy Nguyen ‘18 and Dawson Lockwood ‘19 carry coats collected in the 
Canisius coat drive. This year’s donations totaled more than 400 coats, over 
100 pairs of boots and $1,800.

CANISIUS
PHOTOS

30 Logan Gare ‘18 works the runway 
at the Canisius fashion show at 
Salvatore’s Italian Gardens.

The Blue Crew celebrates a victory at New Era Field.

Jonathan Evans ‘18 (left) and Joel Nicholas ‘19 set the tone with the drum line to start the Walkathon.

CANISIUS
PHOTOS
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Fr. Joseph Lux, S.J. blesses Abel Tefera ‘18 during the Mass of the Holy Spirit.



� e Mission Continues
If you, or someone you know, has an interest in a

shared life of service to others as a Jesuit,
please visit jesuitvocations.org.

YOU MAKE THE DIFFERENCE!

DID YOU KNOW...
•	 Roughly	two-thirds	of	Canisius	students	require	financial	assistance	to	attend?
•	 Every	Canisius	student	benefits	from	the	Blue	Doors	Annual	Fund?

Learn	more	and	make	a	gift	to	the	Blue	Doors	Annual	Fund	at	
canisiushigh.org/annualfund

ALUMNI

ONCE A CRUSADER, ALWAYS A CRUSADER
Fall 2017 has been packed with opportunities for Canisius alumni to get together, from the Canisius vs. St. Joe’s football tailgate party at New Era Field, to 
the Fr. Sturm, S.J. ’35 Legacy Fund Luncheon, and alumni cocktail parties in Boston, Philadelphia, and Washington, DC. The alumni network is one of 

the strengths of our school.

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
Alumni Hockey Game
December 30, 2017
4:00 p.m. at Riverworks, Buffalo

JUG Night
January 19, 2018
6:00-9:00 p.m. at Canisius High School

Chilly Challenge 5K
March 25, 2018
10:00 a.m. at Canisius High School

All Alumni Bash
June 15, 2018
6:00-9:00 p.m. at Canisius High School

Alumni Weekend
June 15-16, 2018
Events, locations and times to be announced.

VISIT CANISIUSHIGH.ORG/EVENTS FOR THE 
LATEST INFORMATION ON CHS ALUMNI EVENTS.

Alumni gathered in September at the Army and Navy Club in Washington, DC.

Canisius baseball coach Bryan Tenney ‘76 (left) was 
honored at the Fr. Sturm, S.J. ‘35 Legacy Fund Luncheon 
in September for his dedication to the baseball program. 
Pictured with Fr. David Ciancimino, S.J. (center) and Fr. 
Richard Zanoni, S.J.
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CORRECTIONS
In the 2016-2017 annual report:

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. Kencel ‘77 should have been 
listed under the 1870 Society ($10,000+).

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred F. Luhr III ‘64 should have been listed 
under the Ignatian Society ($5,000 +).

Mr. Richard C. Riederer ‘55 should have been listed with 
the rest of the Class of 1955.



PATRICK MUNSCHAUER ‘12 
Patrick earned his degree in accounting at John Carroll 
University, and is serving as an alumni volunteer at Canisius 
High School this school year. He is working with students and 
staff in a variety of settings including math and gym classes, 
the business office, the dean’s office, the JV lacrosse team and 
ski club. He plans to pursue a career in accounting following 
this school year, and is enjoying gaining work experience at his 
alma mater. “I came into the Alumni Volunteer Corps with an 
open mind,” says Patrick. “Everything at Canisius is familiar, yet 
different. I feel this opportunity is preparing me for what’s next.”

To learn more about the Alumni Volunteer Corps, contact 
Will Wolf ‘09 at wolf@canisiushigh.org.

ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES
Share your news. Email CHStoday@canisiushigh.org

Gerald R. Schabel ‘50 is thrilled to have four children, eight 
grandchildren and two great grandchildren.

Anthony C. Battaglia ‘51 was given a musical retirement party at 
the Savannah Center in The Villages of Florida in January 2017, and 
nearly 600 people attended.

Steve DiPasquale ‘52 retired from Pfizer and is enjoying life. He has 
four married children, 14 grandchildren and will soon have eleven 
great grandchildren. He spends summers in western New York and 
winters in Boca Raton, Florida. He is still involved with the Class of 1952 
as the chairman of the memorial fund.

Joe Rutkowski ‘52 received the 2017 Pharmacist of the Year Award 
from the Pharmacists Association of Western New York for his service 
and contributions to the profession.

Vincent Virom Coppola 
‘56 (photo left) wrote 
a book entitled 
“Supermetaphysics” which 
was well received at the 
American Academy in 
Rome, the Swiss Institute in 
Lugano and with Fr. Hans 
Kung at Tubingen. 

Dr. Brian J. Cushing ‘57 
retired from dental practice 
in 2014.

John Marszalek 
‘57 edited a 
book entitled 
“The Personal 
Memoirs of 
Ulysses S. Grant, 
The Complete 
Annotated 
Edition.” 
Harvard 
University Press 
published the 
book. John is 
the executive 

director and managing editor of the Ulysses S. Grant 
Association’s Ulysses S. Grant Presidential Library at Mississippi 
State University. 
The photo (above) shows John holding the book with co-
editors Louie P. Gallo on the left and David S. Nolen on the 
right.
 
Fr. Mark J. Wolski ‘59 received a Curé of Ars Award from the 
Catholic Diocese of Buffalo in October 2017. He was honored 
for his roles as pastor, chaplain and administrator in the Diocese. 
He is also celebrating his 50th anniversary of ordination this year.

John F. Karaszewski ‘61 has been living in Atlanta over 20 years. 
He visits family in Buffalo every year, and makes a point to bring 
his children and grandchildren to Canisius to tell them about 
the great education and memories he has of the school.

Rev. Pascal Ipolito ‘62 has completed one year of retirement. 
He celebrates the Eucharist once a month at Gowanda 
Correctional Facility where the inmates set up for Mass, lector, 
altar serve and provide music ministry. He also enjoys helping 
out at various parishes as the need arises.

Tom Donovan ‘67 wrote a poem on the life of Buddha that 
was recently published online at: teahouse.buddhistdoor.net. 
The poem, entitled “Bodh Gaya”, can be found in the archive 
section, September 2017.

Mitch Flynn ‘68 was recognized by Canisius College which 
conferred on him an honorary degree of Doctor of Humane 
Letters at its commencement in May 2017. Flynn is the founder 
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and special events which raise funds to support the college. 
He assumed this role upon returning from London, UK, where 
he was head of fundraising for the Diocese of Westminster. 
Infurnari resides in Frankford, Delaware with his wife Beverly. 
 
Fr. James Van Dyke, S.J. ‘77 was named president of 
Georgetown Preparatory School effective July 1, 2018. Fr. Van 
Dyke has served as a religion teacher and director of Ignatian 
programs at Canisius High School since the start of the 2016-17 
school year, and he will continue in that role through the end of 
the current school year.

John P. Thielman ‘80 was voted Top Professor by the Georgia 
State University J. Mack College of Business’ Professional MBA 
Class of 2017.

David J. Mika ‘81 was recently promoted to Vice President, 
Enterprise Systems Operations at Independent Health. He is 
responsible for the integration and integrity of key operational 
systems and business practices.

Robert Harms ‘82 was promoted to president and CEO of 
Western Division FCU (Federal Credit Union). 

A.J. Bellia ‘87 (photo 
left) has co-authored 
a book on customary 
international law and the 
United States Constitution. 
The book entitled “The 
Law of Nations and the 
United States Constitution” 
was the impetus of a 
two-day conference at 
Georgetown University Law 
Center in November 2017. 
Prominent constitutional 
and international law 
scholars and federal 
judges, including Supreme 
Court Justice Samuel Alito, 
took part in discussions 
of the book at the 
conference. A.J. Bellia is 
the O’Toole Professor of 
Constitutional Law at Notre 
Dame. 

Jed Dietrich ‘87 
(photo left) and 
his wife Colleen 
purchased a new 
WinTech coach’s 
launch for the 
rowing team in 
September 2017. It 
has been christened 
the “Aggressive-
Tenacious-
Hardworking.” 

of The Ride For Roswell, a 
bicycling event that has 
raised more than $42 million 
for research and patient 
care at Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute since it started in 
1996.

Gregory Rabb ‘69 (photo 
left) was invited by the 
American Political Science 
Association to present on 
teaching the European 
Union in Washington, DC 
in October. He was also 
invited to give a lecture on 
Palestine to the Northern 

Virginia Community Colleges in Alexandria in October based on his 
fellowship to study in Palestine this past May. Gregory is a professor 
of political science at Jamestown Community College and adjunct 
professor at Buffalo State. 

Mark F. Giangreco ‘70 is a sports anchor at ABC 7-WLSTV in Chicago. 
He has lived in Chicago for 35 years, and will soon become a 
grandfather.

Daniel A. Stachelski, Jr. ‘72 retired from the Department of Energy 
West Valley Demonstration Project in May 2017. He stays busy with 
the Bowmansville Fire Department, and still provides safety support 
for some local companies.

Hon. Mark E. Saltarelli ‘73 
(photo left) was elected 
secretary/treasurer of the 
New York State City Court 
Judges Association at the 
group’s conference in 
Skaneatles on September 
25, 2017. He is the current 
City Court Judge for the City 
of Tonawanda. 

Mike Fitzgerald ‘75 was 
named the first Bob Gatti 
Mentor of the Year by the 
Northeast Human Resources 
Association (NEHRA). This 

award recognizes an individual who has generously shared his or her 
time, skills and expertise through mentoring HR professionals. Mike 
is a former Jesuit of the New England Province who was director 
of diversity at Boston College High School before serving for many 
years as senior vice president with Gatti & Associates, the leading HR 
executive search firm in the nation. He currently works as a career 
coach and advisor in the Greater Boston area with Fitzgerald Career 

Advisory Services.

Michelangelo Infurnari ‘77 
(photo left) was recently 
appointed executive 
director of the Wor-Wic 
Community College 
Foundation in Salisbury, 
Maryland. He is responsible 
for fundraising, donor 
relations, scholarship 
program administration 



Daniel Huben ‘88 visited 
Machu Picchu in Peru 
in October 2017 with his 
wife, Kelly. Dan wore a 
Canisius High School shirt 
in the photo (left).

Peter McNeela, M.D. ‘89 
has published a book 
entitled “The Lost Son: 
A Rock ‘n’ Roll Road to 
Redemption”. The book 
chronicles his traumatic 
experience as a medical 
resident, including severe 
anxiety, depression 
and pervasive suicidal 
thoughts, forcing him to 
abandon his dream of 
becoming a doctor, and 
subsequently prompting 
him to embark on a solitary, 
cross-country journey of 
self-discovery, spiritual/
moral reawakening and 

professional reinvention. The book can be purchased at Peter’s 
website, www.petermcneela.com.

Jeremy M. Burke ‘90 and a friend started a microbrewery called 
Tuned Up Brewing Co. in Spring City, PA. The business began as a 
part-time venture for Jeremy and his business partner in March 2016, 
and has now grown into a full-time job for both of them. The next step 
is to add a restaurant to the brewery. Jeremy invites any Crusaders 
who are in town to stop in for a pint.

Erik Moore ‘92 (photo 
left) spent two weeks 
in July working on a 
Humanitarian Team 
(Atlantic Humanitarian 
Relief - AHR) delivering 
aid to Syrian refugee 
camps in North 
Jordan. He served as a 
mental health worker, 
counseling refugees 
who had recently 
crossed the Syrian 
border into Jordan, 
fleeing the war in Syria. 
He was also recently 
promoted to program 
manager for the new 
Federal HRSA-HOMES 
Demonstration Project 
Grant. This grant will 
assist people living 
with AIDS obtain stable 
employment and 
permanent housing. 

Roy Vongtama ‘92 (photo 
left) starred in the new 
musical “Son of Man” 
playing the role of Jesus. 
The show was produced 
by the Ezekiel Theatre 
Company in Downey, 
CA. A live performance 
of the musical was 
broadcasted via YouTube 
on September 30, 2017. 
Roy also produced a 
feature film titled “After 
the Rain”. The film is 
available for viewing at 

this website: flixpremiere.com/film/after-the-rain 

Mike Concialdi ‘93 and his brother Tony Concialdi ‘95 recently 
competed their first successful full season with their new 
venture, the Rolling Cannoli Truck (photo above). The truck 
is an extension of Panaro’s restaurant which they opened in 
2004. 

Andrew Clark ‘94 (photo 
left) is a partner/principal 
at Ernst & Young with the 
firm’s Fraud Investigations 
and Dispute Services 
practice. Andrew 
specializes in the life 
sciences industry and 
serves on the boards of 
directors for the American 
Heart Association and 
the Parkinson Foundation 
of the National Capital 
Area. He and his wife 
Beth Pontius, MD, an 
emergency physician, live 
in Washington, DC with 
their dog Sammy. 

Rocco N. Diina ‘96 joined Five Star Bank as vice president, 
regional residential mortgage sales manager. Rocco previously 
served as vice president, team leader and residential mortgage 
consultant at KeyBank, and he was a banking officer and 
residential mortgage consultant at M&T Bank.

ALUMNI 
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Jeffrey T. Danahy ‘98 started a new company called Danahy Real 
Estate.

Jeffrey Harris ‘99 began working as associate administrator in the 
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) Executive Office 
of the President in August 2017. OIRA reviews all federal regulations 
before they are issued and coordinates regulatory policy across the 
government.

Mark Paradowski ‘99 (photo above) was selected to Canisius 
College’s first “Griffs Under 40” list and profiled in the college’s 
Summer 2017 magazine. He was recognized for his contributions to 
local preservation. He also won a 2016 Preservation Buffalo Niagara 
Advocacy and Outreach award for a website he co-founded. 

Rev. Stephen DeWitt, OFM ‘00 has taken on a new assignment as a 
team member at the St. Francis Inn in Philadelphia. The St. Francis Inn 
works to meet the immediate daily needs of people by providing food, 
clothing and hospitality. 

Glen Olejniczak, Jr. ‘01 was named principal of St. John Vianney School 
in Orchard Park.

Sean T. Valentine ‘01 accepted the position of director of stewardship 
and donor relations for Wilbraham & Monson Academy in Wilbraham 
MA.

Joe Zera ‘01 was named to the SUNY Geneseo Sports Hall of Fame 
as part of the 2017 induction class. Joe is fifth all-time in points scored 
for the Geneseo basketball team with 1,339 points, and he holds the 
school record for three-point shooting with a career 42.2% from long 
range.

Daniel Paolini ‘02 was elected trustee for the Western & Central New 
York Chapter of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society board. Daniel is 
chief executive officer for NexxusPoint.

Vincent Miranda ‘04 (photo 
left) was elected to the board 
of directors for the Food Bank 
of WNY, and serves on the 
Food Bank of WNY’s personnel 
committee. Vincent was also 
recently named to the board 
of directors for Crisis Services, 
and the Canisius High School 
alumni board of governors. 
 
Jonathan R. Augustyn ‘05 
started a new job at Cornell 
University. He is the associate 
director of undergraduate 

admissions responsible for planning and organizing on-campus 
recruitment events.

Tim Cellino ‘07 passed the July Bar Exam for Massachusetts and New 
York, and was sworn in on November 14, 2017 in Massachusetts. He’ll 
be sworn in New York in January 2018. He is working as an associate 
attorney at Keches Law Group, PC outside of Boston, MA. The 
firm’s focus is personal injury, workers’ compensation and medical 
malpractice. 

Peter Krysztof ‘08 graduated from Florida International University with 
a Doctorate in Physical Therapy and became a licensed physical 
therapist in New York state. Peter is a physical therapist for Advanced 
Care Physical Therapy inside Impact Performance at HarborCenter 
in downtown Buffalo specializing in orthopedic and sports physical 
therapy.

Jordan Printup ‘09 presented a lecture on “Blood Quantum” at Hobart 
and William Smith Colleges in November 2017. Jordan teaches 
religious studies at Canisius High School.

Jeremy Kreuzer ‘11 played the role of “reporter #2” in the film 
“Marshall”, filmed in Buffalo about Thurgood Marshall.

CJ Montante ‘12 (photo above) is in his second year volunteering 
with a program called “Leading with Literacy.” He spends one day a 
week reading with children at Rothenberg Preparatory Academy in 
Over-the-Rhine, OH, and says he is “loving every second of it.” 

Jack Goods ‘13 has joined The Buffalo News as a sports clerk and 
part-time reporter.

Jack Borowiak ‘16 is enjoying his experience at George Washington 
University where he is majoring in photo journalism.
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BIRTHS

Brian Johnson ‘01 and his 
wife welcomed a second 
child, Margot Marie (photo 
left 1), on September 8, 
2017. 

Steven Coppola ‘02 and 
his wife Katie celebrated 
the arrival of their second 
daughter, Bridget Barnes 
Coppola (photo left 2), on 
August 2, 2017.

Jonathan R. Augustyn ‘05 
and his wife welcomed a 
daughter on November 
1, 2017. Juliette Annalise 
Augustyn is their first child.

Kellen Coppola ‘05 and 
his wife Marie welcomed 
Landon Matthew Coppola 
(photo left 3) on May 19, 
2017.

Phil Frandina ‘07 and his 
wife Jessica celebrated the 
birth of their first child, Jack 
Mason (photo left 4), on 
November 14, 2016.

THANK YOU JOHN AND CANDICE FRAWLEY
FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
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When asked why my wife Candice and I have made 
annual and other donations to Canisius High School over the 
years and have included it in our estate plans, the answer is 
easy – because “CHS Made A Difference”. 

Looking back on my life since graduating from CHS in 
1961, I am forever grateful for the grounding provided by the 
Jesuit educational experience. As freshmen we all start as 
very impressionable young men straight from grade school.  
Over four years we grow into young men appreciating the 
importance of hard work, maintenance of high ethical 
standards, the value of clear logical thinking, being 
competitive, and understanding that the thing we all own 
forever is our personal reputation.

A Jesuit education evidences these traits and benefits 
students as they travel through the CHS experiences. 
These include the expansive challenge of academics, 
extracurricular activities such as debate, the arts and 
intramurals, and/or the intensely competitive aspects of 
interscholastic athletics, and occasionally the disciplinary 
experience of JUG!!

In my case, I admit to a rather modest record of 
academic achievement but quite an excellent record on 
the rowing team that dominated local regattas against St. 
Joe’s and all other local crews, and success at regattas 
in Philadelphia, Washington, the Canadian Schoolboys 
Regatta in St. Catharines and elsewhere. The training and 
teamwork required for success in rowing, coupled with the 
all-out effort on the race course surely leave an oarsman with 

a competitive spirit and respect for teamwork that remains 
for life.

Whether in the classroom, on the water, or enjoying the 
camaraderie among classmates and faculty at sporting, 
social and other events, the combination of experiences at 
CHS set the stage for a life that has taken me to the New 
York City area since 1971. The CHS experience provided me 
the foundation to achieve success well beyond my initial 
expectations, and to lead a Christian life that reminds me 
regularly that the basics learned at CHS have benefited me 
throughout my entire life journey.

For sure – “CHS Made A Difference”.

For more information on how you can support Canisius High 
School’s mission and students, contact:

David A. Cristantello, Ph.D.
Vice President for Institutional Advancement
716.200.026538
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TELL US WHAT’S NEW.

•  Started a new job?
•  Got married?
•  Welcomed a baby?
•  Retired?
•  Wrote a book?
•  Launched a business?
•  Traveled the world?

Whatever you’ve been up to, we’d like to 
hear about it. Photos are encouraged!

Email CHStoday@canisiushigh.org 
or send mail to: 

CHS Today
Canisius High School
1180 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14209

IN MEMORIAM

Harold A. Roehner ‘39
Nicholas H. Willett ‘40
John T. Gervasio ‘46
Edward C. Malican ‘47
Donald J. Rich ‘48
William H. Gorman, Jr. ‘49
Thomas R. Polverari ‘49
Thomas G. Wehrfritz ‘50
Andrew J. Hammerl ‘51
Leonard Petix ‘51
Roger G. Leous ‘52
Peter P. Carbone ‘53

Charles F. Hudson ‘53
Ronald J. Orlowski ‘53
Francis G. Haselbauer ‘55
Vincent F. Michaels ‘57
Frank J. Clark ‘60
Henry P. Tomiak ‘65
Thomas G. Giangreco ‘67
John P. Bucki, S.J. ‘68
Edward G. Pino ‘68
Gregory A. Krasowski ‘71
Barrett A. Ward ‘95

WEDDINGS

John Pitts ‘01 wed Meghen Cierlicki on October 13, 2017 in Buffalo.

Devon McDonald ‘03 married Catherine Barrick on August 5, 2017. 

Liam F. Flynn ‘05 moved back to Buffalo from New York City and 
married Tess Alberts on September 23, 2017 at Blessed Sacrament 
Church in downtown Buffalo. Many Canisius alumni celebrated with 
the couple at a reception at the Twentieth Century Club.

ANNIVERSARIES

Walter E. Weber ‘50 celebrated 65 years of marriage to Mary Ann. 
They have five great grandchildren, and still own the Williamsville 
Liquor Store on Main Street in Williamsville.

George Chernowski ‘63 and Mary Ann, his date for the Canisius 
senior prom and his date ever since, celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 2017. They are the 
parents of John ‘87, Kristin and Joseph ‘95. They are grandparents 
of the six children of Joseph and his wife Kelly. They all recently 
gathered in Hilton Head for a week for a family celebration.
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ALUMNI HOCKEY GAME
Saturday, December 30, 2017
4:00-6:00 p.m. at Riverworks in Buffalo
Postgame party at Swannie House

JUG NIGHT
Friday, January 19, 2018
6:00-9:00 p.m. at Canisius High School

CLASS OF 2022 REGISTRATION DAY
Saturday, January 27, 2018
at Canisius High School

SPRING MUSICAL
Thursday-Saturday, March 8-10, 2018
7:30 p.m. at Canisius High School

CHILLY CHALLENGE 5K
Sunday, March 25, 2018
10:00 a.m. at Canisius High School

FINE ARTS CONCERT & ART SHOW
Tuesday, April 17, 2018
7:00 p.m. at Canisius High School

GAMBIT XLIV
Saturday, April 21, 2018
5:30 p.m. at Canisius High School

CLASS OF 2018 GRADUATION
Thursday, May 24, 2018
6:30 p.m. at Canisius High School

ALL ALUMNI BASH
Friday, June 15, 2018
6:00 p.m at Canisius High School, Tripi Field

ALUMNI WEEKEND
Friday-Saturday, June 15-16, 2018
Times and locations TBD

IMPORTANT
DATES


