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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT’S 
OFFICE

Fr. Ciancimino with Joe Ingrando ‘19 (left) and Brady Nicosia ‘18.

FROM THE

PRESIDENT’S OFFICE
The quality Jesuit education at Canisius has been unwavering 

since 1870, but the spaces in which we provide this education 
are constantly evolving. That was true in 1944 when the school 
moved from Washington Street to Delaware Avenue, and it’s 
true today with the expansion of our campus and the acquisition 
of the building adjacent to the school at 1140 Delaware. 1140 is 
currently being renovated to house rehearsal spaces for drama, 
instrumental and choral music, a recording studio, and art 
classrooms. It will be a spectacular center for the arts. 

This year’s students will not only be the first to use our 
center for the arts but also our newly created makerspace in the 
former art room in the Montante wing. What is makerspace?  
Eric Amodeo ‘94, who leads our innovations in educational 
technology, describes it this way: “The makerspace lab 
provides hands-on, creative ways to encourage students to 
design, experiment, build, and invent as they engage deeply 
in computer science, engineering, and tinkering.”  Read more 
about the makerspace on page 16. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Golden Jubilee Class of 1967 
and a successful student walkathon, the Chapel of the Sacred 
Heart (our school chapel) is getting a much-needed renovation 
and campus ministry is being relocated to the second floor of 
Berchmans Hall.  This new, larger, and enhanced center for 
campus ministry has been designed to meet the increased needs 
of our retreats, Ignatian service, reflection and prayer groups, 
liturgy planning, and many other campus ministry programs. 

Canisius is flourishing and advancing our commitment to 
the arts, innovative technology, campus ministry, as well as 
investing in scholarships and financial aid for our students, 
thanks to the financial support of our alumni, parents and 
friends. 

In this issue of CHS Today, you will meet people who 
are making a difference:  alumni who serve on our board of 
trustees, a doctor who has led groundbreaking cancer research, 
a young alumnus called to the priesthood, and others setting 
the pace in their careers. Each recognizes the important role 
CHS has had in his life.

We also remember, with deep affection, the life of Fr. 
Ronald Sams, S.J. ‘46 who passed away in June. Fr. Sams was 
an unfailing supporter of Canisius and an important link to our 
history.  He was among the first students to attend high school 
at both the Washington Street and Delaware Avenue locations. 
Our annual report is included within this issue. Since our 
fiscal year ends on June 30, we moved this annual recap of the 
financial state of the school to this issue. 

As we move forward into a school year filled with exciting 
opportunities for our students we are also looking further 
ahead toward our 150th anniversary in 2020.  I will have more 
to share with you about those celebration plans soon. In the 
meantime, please know that I am deeply grateful for your 
continued care and support of Canisius High School.

Blessings and gratitude,

 
Fr. David Ciancimino, S.J.
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FROM THE 

PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE
When you put so many human lives together in one place 

every day, you can imagine that a school is full of stories – 
especially a high school with over 800 teenagers. Some of these 
stories are genuinely challenging, many are quite hilarious, and 
others are stories of real triumph. In the latter category is the 
story of Andrew Mangan ‘18.  

Andrew suffered a serious spinal cord injury in an accident 
last December. He spent months in rehabilitation at Craig 
Hospital in Colorado. In addition to full days of therapy, Andrew 
kept up with his classwork working remotely on evenings and 
weekends. He was determined to return to Canisius – walking 
through the blue doors – and not in a wheelchair. And he did 
just that. His goal was to come back to school by the time of his 
birthday in the spring. He beat his goal by a full month. Andrew 
still has much rehab ahead of him, and he works at it daily. His 
story is one of courage, determination and plain old grit. The 
steady poise and resolve Andrew has shown in dealing with this 
unplanned change in his young life has been an inspiration to 
each of us at Canisius.

In the pages ahead, you will read other stories about students 
who are pushing themselves to be and do the best they can as 
they discover and develop their gifts and talents. 

As a Jesuit school, we are always striving to provide an 
excellent education for our students. While the students are 
away for the summer, we are preparing for changes in the 
upcoming school year. Our freshman seminar curriculum has 
been revised to keep up with today’s technology. The newest 
Crusaders will now get hands-on experience with robotics, 
engineering and computer programming in a new course 

entitled Introduction to Innovative Technologies.
Art, architecture and music students will find new space to 

explore their creativity this year with the addition of our center 
for the arts. An appealing physical learning environment can 
have a significant impact on one’s creativity. Instrumental music 
teacher Mrs. Katie Michalewski writes about this on page 7.

This is a wonderful and exciting time to be at Canisius.  
The new learning spaces and changes in the curriculum are 
evidence of our commitment to provide challenging and up-
to-date educational opportunities and a broad range of course 
offerings to our students. 

Let us be inspired in this new school year to face the 
changes and challenges, planned or unplanned, with grace and 
determination. 
 
Respectfully,

 
Ms. Andrea Tyrpak-Endres
Principal

FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL’S 
OFFICE

Ms. Andrea Tyrpak-Endres with Connor Hoffman ‘19 (left) and Ben Schoenle ‘19.

Andrew Mangan ‘18 (left) was greeted by classmates when 
he returned to Canisius in March after months of rehab 
following an accident.



ARTS

The building at 1140 Delaware Avenue, 
directly across West Ferry Street from Canisius 
High School, has served many purposes in its 
nearly 110-year history. For its first 50 or so 
years, it was a private family residence. Then, it 
was broken up into offices and apartments. More 
recently it housed Gilda’s Club of Western New 
York, a haven for families dealing with cancer. 
Then, it sat empty for two years.

Today, the building is part of  Canisius 
High School and alive again with activity.  
Interior renovations are underway to create 
dedicated rehearsal spaces for music ensembles, 
individual practice spaces for student-musicians, 
a recording studio, and architecture, ceramics, 
sculpture and art classrooms. Students will start 
using the new center for the arts in the new 
school year.

The leadership at Canisius knew 
improvements were needed for the school’s arts 
programs. The desire to take action aligned this 
spring with two other important elements: the 
opportunity to purchase a 13,000 square foot 
building that was in good condition and adjacent 
to the school, and the solid financial footing 
necessary to make the purchase. “The acquisition 
of this property presents a unique opportunity 
for Canisius,” says Canisius President Fr. David 
Ciancimino, S.J., “The new center for the arts will 
be a spectacular learning space and showcase for 
the talented actors, artists and musicians who 
attend Canisius.” 
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A HOME FOR THE ARTS
CANISIUS CAMPUS EXPANDS

July 2017 renovations on the second floor art 
classroom spaces.



ARTS

ROOM FOR 
CREATIVITY 

Canisius instrumental music teacher 

Katie Michalewski knows that creativity and 

motivation can be affected by the physical 

learning environment. She shares her 

thoughts here on the positive impact the new 

center for the arts will have on students. 

The purchase of the 1140 Delaware building 
will offer wonderful opportunities for our 
students and school. By devoting the building 
strictly as a center for the arts, students will 
have more space to explore their creativity and 
will begin to realize the importance and value 
that should be held for the arts. Students will 
no longer have to compete for rehearsal space 
between ensembles. They will have a place they 
can call their own. When students are involved 
in activities such as a musical ensemble, or art, 
they often seek a refuge; a safe place where they 
feel accepted, engaged, and comfortable enough 
to express themselves. The music department in 
my high school was where I spent the majority 
of my time, and where I truly felt myself. It was 
a home away from home. The CHS community, 
my colleagues and I are working to make sure 
this new building will become such a space. 

The remodel will feature a large and small 
instrumental rehearsal room along with a 
recording studio. The studio will allow our 
school and faculty to use new technology and 
software to record student work. This will lend 
itself to more teaching opportunities within 
the department. A new choral rehearsal room, 
classroom, practice rooms and lounge are also 
in the plans.

An entire floor of the building will be 
devoted solely for visual art and ceramics. 
A collaborative environment with space to 
showcase student work was the most important 
aspect when beginning to design this space. 

I am thrilled to be a part of this great 
new journey for our community and our 
students. The next few years will present great 
opportunities for Canisius High School.

“STUDENTS WILL NO LONGER     

  HAVE TO COMPETE FOR    

  REHEARSAL SPACE.”

Katie Michalewski in the third floor music room, pre-renovation.

257
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KEN KENCEL ‘77
BOARD MEMBER STAYS IN TUNE 
WITH CANISIUS

Ken Kencel ’77 started learning to play the guitar at age five. Today, 
while president and CEO of Churchill Asset Management in New York 
City, he continues to play guitar in a rock and roll cover band near his home 
in Connecticut. In between those first strums and his development as a 
musician was his Canisius High School experience. According to Kencel, it 
was that well-rounded experience that made him what he is today–successful 
business leader, musician, family man and supporter of the arts. “While I 
initially focused on playing football and hockey, Canisius also introduced 
me to the arts for the first time,” he recalls. “I joined the drama guild, tried 
out for my first play, directed by Rev. Paul Naumann, S.J., and I got the lead 
my freshman year.”

Growing up in Orchard Park, Kencel lost his father when he was a young 
boy and his mother passed away when he was about to begin high school. An 
only child, Kencel was then raised by an uncle—a Polish immigrant and steel 
worker who believed in the importance of education. Through a combination 
of scholarships, work study programs and his uncle’s determination, Kencel 
was able to attend Canisius.

Kencel’s sports at Canisius included four years on the hockey team, 
but he became more and more involved in the drama guild, and joined the 
chamber choir led by Frank Scinta. “Father Naumann was probably the most 
influential person during my time at Canisius,” Kencel says. “I still keep in 
touch with him.”

After graduating from Canisius, Kencel attended Georgetown University 
where he finished fourth in his class, earning a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration, magna cum laude. He then went to Northwestern University 
School of Law on a full scholarship and earned his  law degree. Kencel began 
a career in the investment industry working in mergers and acquisitions. 
Over a career of more than 30 years, he’s held leadership positions with 
Royal Bank of Canada, JP Morgan (formerly Chase Securities) and UBS 
(formerly SBC Warburg). He also founded a number of financial businesses 
and continues to lead Churchill Asset Management.

He met Robin, his wife of 32 years, at Georgetown. Together they are 
major supporters of the arts. They have a daughter and a son, who plays bass 
guitar in a jazz band and performs with Kencel from time to time.

Kencel has served on the Canisius High School board of trustees 
for over five years and is thrilled with the school’s recent purchase of 
the building at 1140 Delaware which will become the school’s center for 
the arts. “This is a tremendous addition to Canisius,” he says. “We are 
very fortunate to have the leadership that made it  possible, sharing a 
combination of vision, capability and a love for Canisius High School.”
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ROCCO MAGGIOTTO ‘68 
STRONG WORK ETHIC 
DRIVES FORMER BASEBALL 
CATCHER 

Rocco Maggiotto ‘68 grew up on the west side of Buffalo and 
worked at his father’s service station from the age of 14 through 
high school and college. In addition to a love of cars—he currently 
has a collection that includes a rare Jaguar—Maggiotto’s work 
with his father taught him to have a strong work ethic and respect 
for people. He says his Jesuit education strengthened those values 
even more. “My father sent four of his five sons to Canisius High 
School and I worked for him to help pay my tuition,” he recalls. 
“He recognized the high standards at the school from the time 
my oldest brother, Louis ‘63, attended and wanted me to have the 
same experience. Those standards—hard work, respect, ethics—
have helped me be successful.”

Maggiotto immersed himself in Canisius life, playing four 
years of baseball as a catcher, serving as the pep club president 
and participating with the cheerleading squad. He recalls 
attending senior prom with his arm in a cast after being hit by a 
pitch during a baseball game. Following high school, he earned 
a bachelor’s degree in political science and then his MBA in 
finance at Canisius College. 

He began his career with the former Marine Midland Bank 
while still in college, working summers, nights and weekends. An 
interest in information technology and financial management 
has been the driving force behind his career of more than 45 
years in the financial services industry. Maggiotto is currently 
a director and interim head of the World Gold Trust Services 
Organization. He is also CEO and co-founder of PWRCierge, 
LLC, an independent power company providing energy solutions 
for non-profit institutions. He previously served as executive 
vice president and global head of customer and distribution 
management for Zurich Financial.

In addition to the Canisius High School board of trustees, he 
serves on other boards including the Ronald McDonald House 
of New York and the Weston Playhouse Theatre Company in 
Vermont. He also recently completed a term on the board at 
Canisius College. He and his family live in New York City and 
Manchester, Vermont, and at this writing was expecting his first 
grandchild in late summer.

Maggiotto though remains connected to Buffalo and 
Canisius. He says he supports the school so other young men 
can have the same opportunities he’s had. He emphasizes he is 
pleased with the school’s leadership and direction, especially 

“I couldn’t be more encouraged about 

the future of Canisius.”

the addition of a building for the arts. “Speaking as a board member, I 
believe the school’s leadership is stronger than ever,” Maggiotto says. “I 
couldn’t be more encouraged about the future of Canisius, and the arts 
center strengthens that confidence even more.”



STUDENTS TO WATCH
On the next four pages, meet students who are developing 

their individual talents in the world beyond CHS.

STUDENTS 
TO WATCH 

HENRY POPKO ‘19

“There is a real sense of brotherhood at Canisius.”

Henry Popko ‘19 had to miss the lacrosse league 
championship game this spring because he broke his hand. “We 
fell short to St. Joe’s, but I believe next year we will be back,” 
says Henry. That positive attitude helped Henry through the 
disappointing season end. Soon, his cast was off and he was 
traveling to lacrosse summer showcases. He’s been playing 
lacrosse since fourth grade and varsity lacrosse for Canisius 
since his freshman year, working towards a goal. “My dream is 
to play college lacrosse.”

“Henry has already made prospect visits to Tufts University 
and University of Pennsylvania to play in front of their coaching 
staffs,” says Canisius lacrosse coach Joe Smith, “I have no doubt 
he will find success at the college level.”

Henry’s life though is not all about lacrosse. He also enjoys 
playing squash for Canisius, participating in the International 
Affairs Club, and playing guitar. “I love sitting down and 
playing new music and learning new things, especially with Mr. 
Koessler (Eric Koessler ‘84, guitar and religious studies teacher 
at Canisius). He introduces us to new music,” explains Henry.

A couple of other alumni on the faculty also standout to 
Henry as mentors so far on his Canisius journey—Paul Cumbo 
‘97, his English teacher, and Joe Zera ‘01 who spent many extra 
hours with Henry last school year working on math. “There is 
a real sense of brotherhood at Canisius,” says Henry, “And it’s 
not just the teachers who look out for you. Other students are 
willing to help too.”

As he heads into his junior year, Henry wants to be part 
of the tradition of helping others. He’s signed on to be a Big 
Brother to guide new students. He’s also looking forward to 
taking on a leadership role with his sports teams, and going on 
a Kairos retreat. He hasn’t decided yet what he wants to study in 
college or where he’ll go, but he’s confident he has people he can 
turn to if he needs advice. “The people at Canisius care about 
what I’m doing whether it’s inside the classroom, outside the 
classroom, or on the lacrosse field.”
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HOMETOWN: Buffalo
INSTRUMENT: guitar
SPORTS: lacrosse and squash
FAVORITE CLASS: English

HENRY POPKO ‘19
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STUDENTS 
TO WATCH 

LOGAN GARE ‘18
Logan Gare ‘18 loves to perform whether it’s with the Canisius 

jazz ensemble or concert band, or with groups outside school such as 
the Williamsville Community Band which is composed of high school 
students and adults. “Anyone who will listen to me, I will play for them,” 
says Logan. 

He first picked up a saxophone in fourth grade and now plays all 
four types of saxophones—baritone, tenor, alto (his favorite) and 
soprano. He enjoys the creativity of jazz. “You can add your own style 
to it,” explains Logan. Studying music in college is a possibility, but this 
National Honor Society member also likes math and science and is 
considering majoring in engineering or architecture.

Logan is also a talented hockey player who’s been honing his skills 
on the ice for 15 years. “I like the speed of the game, how fast it is, and 

I like being around the other players,” says Logan who played center for 
the Canisius Varsity Federation team last year and may play Juniors in 
Canada next winter. Although he plays lacrosse too, it’s his hockey talent 
that may earn him a college scholarship.

In addition to music, academics and athletics, Logan is also 
developing his spiritual side. He participated in a Kairos retreat last 
fall—an experience he calls “eye-opening”—and a Companions service 
immersion trip to Cincinnati in the spring. “The Companions trip gave 
me the chance to meet people who I wouldn’t have otherwise met, and 
talk with them about their lives,” says Logan. He encourages incoming 
freshmen to try new things. “Canisius has a lot of cool stuff that you 
can do,” says Logan, “and be your best in school because if you get good 
grades, you can go places.”

“   Anyone who 

will listen to 

me, I will play 

for them.”

   - LOGAN GARE

HOMETOWN: Williamsville
INSTRUMENT: saxophone
SPORTS: hockey and lacrosse
FAVORITE CLASSES:  
math and science

LOGAN GARE ‘18



STUDENTS 
TO WATCH 

JACK COLLINS ‘18

“My whole outlook on life, how I treat other 
people, how I treat my family, has changed.”

Jack Collins ‘18 admits he didn’t have a great freshman 
year at Canisius. “I’ve always been a quiet kid, and it was tough 
meeting new kids,” explains Jack. Now entering his senior year, 
he’s still quiet but confident with lots of friends and doing well 
in school. Schoolwork and baseball are Jack’s top priorities. He’s 
earned National Honor Society membership, especially enjoys 
math and science classes, and is considering pre-med for college. 
Jack recently made his verbal committment to play baseball for 
Binghamton University, a Division 1 program.

“Playing baseball in college has been a dream of mine,” says 
Jack. “I love the mental side of baseball, staying confident when 
you have a bad game, focusing on each pitch, studying hitters and 
sequences.” Winning the Georgetown Cup is Jack’s baseball goal 
for the coming year. The Crusaders won the Cup his first year on 
varsity as a sophomore in 2016, but fell short this spring. “Jack 
has evolved into a terrific baseball player,” says Canisius coach 
Bryan Tenney ‘76. “He’s a dedicated, respectful, hard-working 
young man who always gives his best effort in baseball. I know 
this applies also to his work in the classroom and beyond.”

Jack pushed himself beyond his comfort zone in June on a 
Companions service immersion trip to the Dominican Republic. 
“It was the best experience of my life,” says Jack, although the 
primitive living conditions and being disconnected from family 
were rough. “That discomfort was what made me learn so much 
about myself and what I’m capable of.”

Reflecting on his first three years at Canisius, Jack can see his 
growth. “My whole outlook on life, how I treat other people, how 
I treat my family has changed,” Jack says. His advice to other quiet 
students is to join activities to meet new people. “You will have 
uncomfortable days, but trust that everything is going to turn out 
okay.”
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HOMETOWN: Orchard Park
ALUMNI RELATIVE: Pat Collins ‘16  
(brother) 
SPORTS: baseball and basketball
 FAVORITE CLASSES: math and science

JACK COLLINS ‘18



BRYCE SHIVELY ‘18
    Bryce Shively ‘18 has a fairly clear idea of what he wants to do after 
he graduates from Canisius High School. He’s already started the Air 
Force Academy application process. “I’d like to get into some sort of 
aeronautical chemical development and maybe develop a chemical 
compound that can be used in aircraft to make them lighter or stronger,” 
says Bryce. In academics, athletics or music Bryce tackles endeavors with 
determination and focus—attributes he says he developed as a Canisius 
student. “Going to school here has definitely made me a more mentally 
tough human being,” Bryce says, “And it’s made me more confident in 
who I am.”

He credits his Kairos retreat experience last year with deepening 
his faith and his understanding of who he is, and helping him form 
connections with classmates. “Kairos allows you to learn something 
new about someone you never really knew, and allows you to experience 
their pain or joy along with yours,” explains Bryce, “It creates a bond 
you’ll have for years to come.”

Bryce’s confidence is evident when he flies down mountains in ski 
racing, his favorite sport. His determination to improve as a skier led 
him to join the Canisius crew team. “I got into crew to get in shape for 
skiing,” says Bryce.

Ski racing is an adrenaline rush while music is Bryce’s calming force, 
although he’s not one to rest on his laurels musically either. Already 
accomplished with guitar, bass, drums and piano he recently learned a 
new instrument—clarinet. He performs with the Canisius jazz ensemble 
and concert band, and he has plans to grow the school’s pep band. “I’m 
going to try to incorporate it into athletic events like football games and 
basketball games,” Bryce says, “I want the pep band to be a new type of 
thing that Canisius is known for.”

STUDENTS 
TO WATCH 

913

“ Canisius has 

made me a 

more mentally 

tough human 

being.”

   - BRYCE SHIVELY ‘18

HOMETOWN: Orchard Park
INSTRUMENT: guitar, electric 
bass, string bass, percussion, 
piano, clarinet, voice
SPORTS: ski racing and crew
FAVORITE CLASSES:  
chemistry and biology

BRYCE SHIVELY ‘18



SIGNING DAY
Twenty-one student-athletes from the class of 2017 will continue their athletic 
and academic careers at the college level. Pictured, from our spring college 
signing day event, Jack Wiles ‘17 (left) and Doar Doar ‘17. Jack and Doar 
both committed to playing rugby at St. Bonaventure University.

REASONS TO CELEBRATE
IN THE 2016-17 SCHOOL YEAR, THE CRUSADERS CAPTURED THE SCHOOL’S FIFTH CONSECUTIVE 

SUPREMACY CUP. THE CUP IS AWARDED EACH YEAR TO THE MONSIGNOR MARTIN ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION SCHOOL WITH THE MOST SUCCESSFUL ATHLETICS PROGRAM.

Canisius is also celebrating the addition of a new varsity sport for the coming school year. The squash team has found success at the national level over 
the last several years while competing as a club sport. The addition of squash as a varsity sport will bring the total number of varsity teams at Canisius to 
16. “Squash has shown sustainability at Canisius with a healthy number of students participating. It is much-deserving of recognition as a varsity team,” 

says Jim Mauro, Canisius High School director of athletics.

ATHLETICS

STATE CHAMPIONS! 
(Left to right) Alex Buczynski ‘17, Kenyatta Huston ‘18, Paul Woods ‘18 and 
Joel Nicholas ‘19 won the 4 x 100 at the Catholic state championships with a 
time of 42.62. Alex Buczynski also won the state long jump title.
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COURTING SUCCESS
The Canisius tennis team went undefeated in Monsignor 
Martin Athletic Association play this spring and won 
the league title for a second straight year. 
Pictured: Matt Jackson ‘19.



COACHING 
SPOTLIGHT 
RICH  
ROBBINS
FOOTBALL 
 
Canisius High School has 
grown into a regional 
football powerhouse 
under Coach Robbins. 
  

QUICK FACTS

College: Alfred University
Playing experience: high school and college 
Years coaching at CHS: 12 (starting 7th year as head coach) 
Team accomplishments under Coach Robbins: 
•   4 Monsignor Martin titles
•   2 undefeated seasons
•   2 state titles
Coaching awards: 
•   5-time Buffalo Bills High School Coach of the Week
•   2012 Buffalo Bills High School Coach of the Year
•   4-time WNY Large School Coach of the Year
 

Why did you become a coach?: A friend of mine was coaching at 
Canisius and he asked if I’d give him a hand. That first year working 
with him I really fell in the love with the school, the people and the 
mission. I knew it was something I wanted to do full time. At the time I 
was working in sales, but I went back to school at Canisius College and 
earned my master’s in education. Then in 2011, I was hired full time at 
Canisius High School to teach and be the head football coach.
 
Coaching philosophy: Your team should be like a family. We’ve built a 
football family here where the coaches and players and everyone cares 
about one another on and off the field. Our mantra is “Big team. Little 
me.” That speaks to our unselfish attitude. It’s about success as a team.

Favorite memory of CHS coaching career, so far: Following the 2011 
season when we didn’t win much, the players stayed committed to our 
program and our 2012 team went out and didn’t lose a single game. It 
was the first time a Canisius football team went undefeated since the 
1970s. Because it was so unexpected and Canisius had been down for 
so long in football, that was a fun experience. Also, 2014 was special 
because that team was nationally ranked and the first team to win a 
state championship.

Favorite athlete of all time: I have two. Joe Greene because he was 
fierce. He was feared by everyone. And, Ronnie Lott because he is one 
of the hardest hitters and probably one of the toughest guys to ever play 
football.

Little known fact about Rich Robbins: I lettered in four sports in high 
school: football, hockey, lacrosse and wrestling. That’s why I encourage 
our Canisius students to play more than one sport. I learned so 
much playing on four different teams with four different coaches.

ATHLETICS
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The Crusaders won a state football championship in 2016. 



ACADEMICS

21ST CENTURY SKILLS 
Canisius’ new makerspace encourages hands-on experimentation with 

3D printing, robotics and programming.

The move of art classrooms to the new center for the arts across West 
Ferry Street opened up space in the Montante wing for a new type of learning 
lab. The makerspace is a classroom, but it’s also a space for tinkering and 
experimenting with robotics, drones, 3D printing and programming outside 
of class time. It will provide opportunities for students to determine earlier 
in their Canisius careers if they have an aptitude for computer science. “I’ve 
had students come in junior year with no idea if they like computer science. 
They just don’t know much about it at that point,” says Mr. Eric Amodeo ‘94, 
director of educational technology at Canisius.   

All new Canisius students will be using the makerspace. Introduction to 
Innovative Technologies is a new required course for freshmen, replacing 
Freshman Seminar. “Freshman Seminar had run its course,” explains Amodeo, 
“When we started the iPad program we were teaching how to use the iPad, but 
many of today’s students have been using iPads since they were six years old.” 
Students who need iPad or other basic technology training will still be able to 
get help, while the new freshman course exposes them to new technologies 
that are important in today’s computer science careers. “Every freshman 
student now will do a basic 3D CAD (computer-aided design) drawing and 
then print his design. Each student will be able to take home something that 
he 3D printed.”

Computer science classes in other grade levels will also use the 
makerspace, and the room will be open to all students even when there are 
classes in there. “The makerspace has more tables and workspaces than a class 
needs,” Amodeo says. “If a student is interested, he can come in and tinker.”

The makerspace will have a television screen on the wall, as well as one 
on the hallway wall outside, which will display what students are working on. 
Showcasing the work in progress can encourage experimentation and spark 
ideas in other students. “The movement in computer science is it’s not just sit 
at a computer and write computer code anymore. It’s write code that interacts 
with a physical object in the physical world,” says Amodeo. “We are thrilled to 
have the  space to do that properly.”
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Students will also work with drones in 
the makerspace. Pictured, left to right: 
Joe Fisher ‘18, Celestin Abwe ‘19 and 
Kim Suy ‘18.

Chris Louisos ‘18 works on a robotics project.



SCHOLARSHIP
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CANCER FIGHTER

Don Pinkel, MD ‘44 led groundbreaking pediatric cancer 

research, fought racial injustice, and won awards. Now, he’s 

helping Canisius students through a scholarship.

Someday we may live in a world without cancer. When 
that day comes, thanks may be due in part to Don Pinkel, MD 
‘44. Dr. Pinkel pioneered treatments in the 1960s at St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis that greatly improved 
the survival rate for pediatric cancer patients. He went against 
the then-standard protocol of treating patients with one anti-
leukemia drug at a time, to try what was considered a radical new 
method he called “Total Therapy.” Total Therapy incorporated 
multiple drugs in combination, along with radiation. It was a 
success. Children who had received Total Therapy were living 
years longer in remission. His groundbreaking advances in the 
field are still informing the work of researchers studying cancer 
today.

Pinkel himself was the victim of another devastating disease. 
He contracted polio in 1954 while working as a pediatrician in 
the Army Medical Corps in Massachusetts. He spent the better 
part of a year learning how to walk again, first using braces, and 
then with crutches. Pinkel returned to Buffalo in 1956 as the first 
chief of pediatrics at Roswell Park Cancer Institute. But, Buffalo’s 
cold winters and his polio-compromised lungs put him at risk 
for pneumonia. So, an opportunity at the new St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital in warmer Memphis caught his eye. It was 
a position that would allow him to focus on pediatric cancer 
research, and also appealed to his sense of social justice. Many 
hospitals in the South were still segregated. That was unacceptable 
to Pinkel. He would only take the job after confirming that St. 
Jude would treat all children of all races.

During Pinkel’s years at St. Jude, the hospital provided care 
for low-income, inner-city families. Pinkel saw mothers and 
children suffering from malnutrition. He and his staff worked to 
find solutions. Their efforts helped establish the federal Women, 
Infants and Children (WIC) Nutrition and Health program in 
the 1970s. Today, the program provides millions of Americans 
each year with food, nutrition counseling and access to health 
care.

Pinkel now lives in California with his wife, pediatric 
oncologist Cathryn Howarth, MD, but he’s never forgotten his 
Buffalo roots, or Canisius. “Canisius High School provided an 
excellent classical education to prepare students with broad 

knowledge and fine study discipline that are so important not only for 
medical/scientific education but also for scientific research and reliable 
patient care,” says Pinkel.

Although none of the Pinkel’s ten children attended Canisius High 
School since they didn’t grow up in Western New York, they recognize the 
school’s role in forming their father into a man who uses his talents to help 
others. They have established the Donald P. Pinkel, MD ‘44 Scholarship 
at Canisius to provide a quality Jesuit education to future generations of 
young men.

Don Pinkel’s photo 
from the 1944 Arena.



GAMBITOPOLY
The Canisius community celebrated at GAMBIT, the school’s annual dinner and auction, with a Monopoly theme in March 2017. Thanks to the generosity 

of Canisius supporters, this year’s GAMBIT raised more than $450,000 to help ensure future generations can receive a quality Jesuit education at Canisius.
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GAMBIT 
XLIII

GAMBIT XLIII co-chair couples (below left, left to right) Bob and Barbara Lupica, Maria and John Pieroni, and (below right) Tom Raab ‘69 and 
Patti Raab. All are parents of Canisius alumni, and the Pieronis are also parents of a current student.

Caleb Blodgett ‘17 received a standing 
ovation after he shared his personal 
story of the life-changing positive impact 
Canisius has had on his life. Caleb will be 
attending Canisius College in the fall.
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REMEMBERING 
FATHER SAMS

Canisius High School lost a 
great friend on June 27, 2017. Fr. 
Ronald W. Sams, S.J. ‘46 passed 
away after suffering a stroke a few 
days earlier.

Fr. Sams grew up in Buffalo and 
entered the Society of Jesus the same 
year he graduated from Canisius 
High School. He was ordained in 
1959. Though his assignments for 
the Jesuits at times took him across 
the world to the South Pacific, 
Buffalo remained home and his love 
for Canisius never waned.

He served three stints at 
Canisius in 1965-70, 1974-1982 and 

1995-2001. He created or influenced many of the high school’s 
development programs including GAMBIT, the school’s annual 
dinner auction. In 2003, Fr. Sams became pastor at St. Michael’s, 
the Jesuit church in downtown Buffalo, and then pastor emeritus 
in 2013. All the while though he continued to devote time to 
GAMBIT, and served as the GAMBIT ambassador until his 
death.

When Canisius alumni and friends dealt with deaths in 
their families, Fr. Sams was present to pray with them and offer 
comfort. He was known for his smile and kindness. Fr. Richard 
Zanoni, S.J. gave the homily at the funeral Mass at St. Michael’s 
and he included this reflection: “Whether we might have been, 
at any given moment, happy or sad, at peace or in difficulty, Ron 
encouraged us. His sincere words and gentle presence gave us 
heart by sharing his own heart. Whether as a counselor to bishops 
or as a friend and chaplain to children like the ice-skating Stars 
of Grand Island, Ron, like his crucified and risen Master, put 
himself at the service of God’s people, wherever they may be, 
and he served with integrity, generosity, and, without doubt, Ron 
served with joy, a joy that was contagious!  Ron, the happy Jesuit 
and the happy priest!  No wonder that he had countless friends, 
and no enemies.”

Ronald Sams from the 
1946 Arena.

“Ron served with joy,  
  a joy that was contagious.” 

At the All-Alumni Bash on June 16, 2017 with Fr. Michael Corcoran, S.J. ‘76 
(above). At GAMBIT XLIII in March 2017 (below).



CAMPUS 
MINISTRY

The Companions group with new friends, children who are living at the Union Rescue Mission shelter, at the shelter’s rooftop playground 
in Los Angeles in February 2017.

COMPANIONS PROGRAM 
TURNS TEN 

      Since the first Companions group headed to Laredo, Texas 
in 2007, more than 600 Canisius High School students have 
participated in nearly 75 service immersion trips through the 
program. “Companions started small, but it has become a central 
aspect of student life,” says Paul Cumbo ‘97. Cumbo, a Canisius 
English teacher, co-founded the program with Adam Baber ‘01 
(now principal at McQuaid Jesuit in Rochester). They designed it to 
offer students an immersive, challenging experience of service and 
solidarity following the Kairos retreat. “Our seniors make clear the 
impact during their Graduate at Graduation presentations, as part of 
retreat talks, and in written reflections,” Cumbo says. 

John Minogue ‘18 reflected on the shock his Companions 
group experienced at seeing people living in a tent city on the streets 
of Los Angeles. “We thought, ‘How could this kind of poverty be 
happening in our country?’ We all had different expectations of what 
it (Companions) was going to be like, but we later agreed that none of 
us expected anything like what we saw.”

Bryce Chretien ‘18 went on the Nicaragua immersion this past 
spring. In his post-trip reflection, he wrote about connecting with 
the people of Boaco Viejo in simple, human terms. “For me, as a 
mediocre Spanish speaker, just being able to joke around with the two 
Nicaraguan foremen at the work site was a priceless moment.”

“It changes perspectives,” says Cumbo. “Students come away 
with a better understanding of poverty and social justice. Key to 
this is acknowledging we are all ‘poor’ in different ways. So, there’s 

no ‘us’ and ‘them.’ That’s a vital realization about being human.” He 
continues: “Traveling together becomes pilgrimage. We unplug, 
reflect, and talk—about our own faith and struggles. We disconnect 
to reconnect. We aim to discern what’s most authentic between us 
and others. Between us and God. That’s at the core of the program’s 
mission.”

Canisius celebrated the tenth anniversary of Companions by 
inviting all alumni of the program to a party in July. Alumni enjoyed 
catching up with one another, and learning about the future of 
Companions. Campus ministry has established two funds to support 
the program:

• The O’Brien Companions Service Endowment, established in 
memory of David O’Brien ‘87, provides scholarship funds that keep 
Companions trips within reach of any willing and eligible student, 
regardless of his financial resources.

• The Neil R. Reilly ‘80 Companions Mentorship Fund was 
established this year to support training and development of faculty 
leaders—a key to sustaining the immersion program.
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If you’d like to support the future of Companions by 

contributing to either of these funds, please send your check 

to Canisius High School, 1180 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, NY 

14209, or contribute online at canisiushigh.org/giving. Please 

select the O’Brien or Reilly fund from the gift designation 

drop down menu. Your support is greatly appreciated.



Visit BeAJesuit.org

Have you ever thought
 about being a Jesuit?

Meet and talk with Jesuits. If their stories 
resonate with you, then it’s probably
something you should consider.

—Danny Gustafson, SJ

I figured there was a  common bond all 
Jesuits had. Now I know, it’s Jesus.

—Pat Nolan, SJ

CAMPUS 
MINISTRY

WELCOME HOME,  
FR. CORCORAN

The new campus minister at Canisius High School is a familiar face to 
many. Fr. Michael Corcoran, S.J. ‘76 served as the director of admission 
at Canisius and taught math and science at the school from 1989 to 1992. 
He returns home after teaching physics last school year at Cristo Rey Jesuit 
High School in Baltimore. Prior to that, he spent five years in Micronesia 
establishing Yap Catholic High School. 

While in Yap, he stayed in touch with the Canisius campus ministry 
department and helped coordinate Canisius’ Lenten mission campaigns that 
benefitted Yap students. His new assignment in Buffalo coincides with the 
opening of newly renovated campus ministry space in the former computer 
lab on the second floor of Berchmans Hall. “I’m delighted to come back to 
a new Buffalo and a Canisius that’s stronger than ever,” says Fr. Corcoran, 
“After working in many different places, it’s exciting to come back home.”
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Fr. Corcoran (left) learned to use a machete while living in Yap.



JOIN US FOR THE NEXT 
ALUMNI WEEKEND 

JUNE 15-16, 2018

Larry Schwach ‘67 (left) and Jim McGuire ‘67 looked at photos and shared 
memories during the Class of 1967 Golden Jubilee Dinner.

Alumni played The Links at Ivy Ridge in this Year’s Rev. John G. Sturm, S.J. ‘35 
Alumni Golf Classic. Pictured: Tim Masterson ‘97 and Gary Masterson ’68.

REUNION WEEKEND 2017
ALUMNI SPANNING SEVERAL DECADES ENJOYED A WEEKEND OF FUN, GOOD FOOD AND 

DRINKS, STORYTELLING AND CATCHING UP AT REUNION WEEKEND JUNE 16-17, 2017. 
SEE MORE PHOTOS AT CANISIUSHIGH.ORG/REUNION.

ALUMNI

The All-Alumni Bash on Tripi Field was a multi-generational celebration with alumni from 1946 to 2017 in attendance.

Alumni and their families went on a tour of Buffalo guided by Marty Biniasz ‘90.

22



23

ALUMNI

STURM LEGACY FUND 
LUNCHEON

Fr. John G. Sturm, S.J. ’35 was a standout athlete in his days as a 
Canisius High School student. After his ordination, he served as Prefect of 
Discipline at the school for 19 years. His love of sports and care for others 
lives on through the Fr. John G. Sturm, S.J. ‘35 Legacy Fund.

The fund was created to build the endowment of the Fr. Sturm 
Scholarship, provide tuition assistance for NativityMiguel Middle School 
students who enroll at Canisius High School, and to support the President’s 
Athletic Fund which helps cover capital athletic purchases.

ALUMNI CHAPTER EVENTS

Mark your calendars and make plans to join us at 
receptions in the following cities to catch up with 
your fellow alumni, and make new connections.

Washington, DC
Tuesday, September 19, 2017
6:00-8:00 p.m.
The Army and Navy Club, Washington, DC

Philadelphia
Wednesday, September 20, 2017
6:00-8:00 p.m.
St. Joseph’s Preparatory School, Philadelphia

Boston
Wednesday, November 1, 2017
Time/location TBD

Visit canisiushigh.org/events for the latest information on alumni chapter events or to sign up 
for an event. You may also call our office of alumni relations at 716-200-0264.

This year’s Fr. Sturm Legacy Fund luncheon is 
September 26, 2017 at noon in the KeyBank Center in 
downtown Buffalo. All proceeds from the luncheon go 
to the Fr. Sturm Legacy Fund. 
Register at canisiushigh.org/sturm.



ALUMNI UNDER 30
Meet three “Men for Others” in the early stages of their careers  

who are using their talents and making a difference.

YOUNG 
ALUMNI

JOE KURTZ ‘07
While walking down a University Heights sidewalk in 

Buffalo on the way to the community garden he manages, Joe 
Kurtz ‘07 spots a sprout growing from the trunk of a young 
tree. He pauses to remove the sprout because he knows the 
sprout can hurt the tree’s growth. It’s one small example of 
Kurtz applying his knowledge to help a community.

A little over a year ago, Kurtz was working in the engineering 
department of a pharmaceutical company on Grand Island. He 
was using what he’d learned studying chemical engineering at 
Manhattan College, but something was missing. “It didn’t feel 
like I was in touch with truly giving back to others,” recalls Kurtz. 
So, he left the corporate world and took a job with AmeriCorps 
VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) working to revitalize 
Buffalo neighborhoods. 

He founded a CoLab (community laboratory) in University 
Heights which hosts workshops and provides space for 
community meetings, art shows or other events. He launched 
a project to plant 1,000 trees in the neighborhood over the 
course of two years and got University at Buffalo students 
involved. “The students talked to people in the community. 
They collected data,” says Kurtz, who is a master gardener 
and working towards his arborist certification. “It’s hands-on 
learning. Students felt a connection with community.”

Kurtz also enlisted the help of UB engineering students at 
the community garden he manages after noticing volunteers 
weren’t watering as often as they should. “Instead of harping 
on volunteers to water more, I’m using the engineering and 
process part of my brain to work with students on solutions. 
We’ve developed an automated watering system,” explains 
Kurtz. “This is practical service learning. What you learn in 
school can be used to help your community.”

The Jesuit principle of developing one’s talents for the 
service of others was instilled in Kurtz at Canisius High School, 
although he admits at the time he was more concerned with 
fulfilling required service hours. It wasn’t until after college that 
he realized he truly enjoyed being a “man for others.” “I was 
able to relate what I learned in school with what I really love to 
do and that is help communities.”
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IT WASN’T UNTIL AFTER COLLEGE THAT HE REALIZED 
HE TRULY ENJOYED BEING A “MAN FOR OTHERS.” 

“I was able to relate what I learned in school with 
what I really love to do and that is help communities.”



YOUNG 
ALUMNI

FR. LUKE UEBLER ‘08
Fr. Luke Uebler ‘08 was ordained on June 3, 2017 at St. Joseph 

Cathedral in Buffalo. He has been assigned to Queen of Heaven parish in 
West Seneca where he is serving as parochial vicar.

He had thoughts about the priesthood when he was a Canisius student. 
“When it came to religion class, I was very gifted; even my teachers 
wondered where I had ‘learned all these things about God’,” recalls Fr. 
Luke, “My peers jokingly called me Fr. Luke and while I laughed too, 
I pushed away thoughts of the priesthood as it wasn’t something that I 
wanted to even consider at the time. I dreamed of teaching or entering 
computer science to become a programmer.”

As time went on and Uebler delved deeper into discerning his future, 
the thought of the priesthood returned with a new understanding. He 
entered St. Mark’s Seminary in Erie, Pa., immediately following his 
Canisius graduation. When people ask Fr. Luke why he wanted to be 
a priest, he tells them, “It is because I learned that God loves me and I 
want to share that love with others. I love being an ordinary guy with an 
extraordinary calling from God.”

Photo by Thomas Aquinas Wolf

MATTHEW BOROWIAK ‘15
Imagine a force field that could protect people from acids or 

other potentially harmful substances. Matthew Borowiak ‘15 
was first struck by creating such a force field while in his seventh 
grade biology class during a discussion of the semi-permeability 
of cells. As he learned more about science, his idea shifted from a 
force field to a smart fabric that could better protect people who 
work with acids than materials currently in use. Now a student at 
Clarkson University, Borowiak was ready to take his idea to the 
next level. “I went to eight professors and presented my idea. The 
first seven turned me down, but the last one did not. His name is 
Professor Richard Partch,” says Borowiak. 

Professor Partch encouraged Borowiak to pitch his idea at the 
university’s innovation center. “So I did, and they loved it. They 
(the innovation center) paid for my LLC and my first patent,” 
says Borowiak. He then won funding at a regional business 
competition. He now has his second patent on the chemical 
process and is working on his own prototype.

His idea that began in seventh grade is still a work in progress, 
but Borowiak is confident he will reach his goal. “Canisius 
played a big part in inspiring me to be who I am and follow my 
dreams,” Borowiak explains. “I would especially like to thank 
Dr. Joe Amuso, Fr. Fred Betti, S.J. and Mr. Michael Magnuson 
as they were a lot of help to me both in these endeavors and in 
developing me into the man I am today.”

Matthew Borowiak (right) with Canisius 
science teacher Mr. Michael Magnuson. 25



ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES
Share your news. Email CHStoday@canisiushigh.org

Joseph F. Gersitz ‘48 retired from Brighton Central School District in 
1991 and became involved in two programs that are celebrating 
anniversaries this year. In 1992 he began a seminar for Russian 
teachers of English in Rochester’s sister city of Novgorod, Russia. In 
1997	he	co-founded	the	Penfield	Ecumenical	Food	Shelf.	He	is	also	
now the caregiver of his wife Marion who lives in St. Ann’s Home in 
Rochester, NY. 

Danny DiLiberto ‘52 was inducted into the Greater Buffalo Sports 
Hall of Fame in June 2017. DiLiberto started his athletic career as 
a professional boxer and was undefeated as a Lightweight with 
a record of 14–0–2 with 12 knockouts. He retired from boxing and 
became a billiards player in the 1960s and over the next several 
decades won world titles in all four of pool’s major disciplines.

Ronald C. Wendling ‘56 (photo, 
left) and his wife Mary spent a 
week in Dublin in March 2017. 
Among their trip highlights were 
the following exhibitions: The 
Easter Uprising at the General 
Post	 Office,	 The	 Book	 of	 Kells	
at Trinity College, The Life and 
Work of William Butler Yeats at 
the National Library. 

Peter Nolan ‘57 (photo, left) 
is nearing completion of his 
second book, “News Stories,” 
a memoir from his work as a 
broadcast journalist in Niagara 
Falls and Chicago. It will be 
available at amazon.com in 
late	 fall	 2017.	 His	 first	 book,	
“CAMPAIGN! The 1983 Election 
That Rocked Chicago,” is 
currently available through 
Amazon.

 
Richard M. Slattery ‘59 retired in 2010 after 24 years in the Tuscaloosa, 
AL city and county systems at the secondary level. He taught Latin, 
German, Spanish, English, mass media and speech. He is currently a 
member of the Marine Corps League.

Nelson D. Civello ‘63 gave the commencement address at Canisius 
College on May 20, 2017, and attended his 50th college reunion. 
Canisius College awarded him an honorary doctorate at the 
commencement.

Dr. John J. Sanders USN ‘64 retired as dean from the James B. Edwards 
College of Dental Medicine in South Carolina. His new title is dean 
emeritus.

Carmen Mannella ‘65 started a new position on June 1, 2017 as a 
visiting professor in physiology at the University of Maryland School 
of Medicine. He previously worked for 38 years with the NYS Health 
Department in Albany. His new position is funded by a research 

grant from the National Institutes of Health to continue a 
study of how heart muscle is powered and regulated using 
advanced 3D microscopy and computer simulations.

Kevin Igoe ‘68 (photo, left) was a 
contributing writer for the recently 
published “Elephants in the Room” 
book edited by Frank Gregorsky. He 
also recently authored an op-ed 
piece for The Buffalo News on how 
to	fix	a	broken	Congress.	Kevin	 is	the	
former deputy chief of staff of the 
Republican National Committee and 
a former congressional staffer to Rep. 
Jack Quinn. 

Dr. Gregory P. Rabb ‘69 was one of eleven college professors 
(and the only community college professor) chosen to 
participate in a two-week study tour of Palestine in May. Dr. 
Rabb is a professor of political science and coordinator of 
global education at Jamestown Community College. He’s also 
served as the president of the Jamestown City Council since 
2007.

Robert F. Land ‘71 is retired from the Foreign Service of the 
U.S. Department of State, and is working as a consultant in 
Indianapolis.

Ray Nowicki ‘72 was honored by the Response to Love Center 
in Buffalo in June 2017 at the center’s annual gala. Ray was 
given an award for outstanding service. Ray has served the 
center since the 1990s by providing assistance in managing 
the	organization’s	finances	and	budgets.	He	has	also	 served	
on the board of directors for the organization. 

John Kreuzer ‘84 (photo, left) was cast in 
the motion picture “Cold Brook” which 
was	 being	 filmed	 in	 Western	 New	 York	
this summer with actor/director William 
Fichtner.

Michael Mulroy ‘84 was appointed 
president & CEO of Asterias Biotherapeutics, 
Inc., a biotechnology company in 
Fremont, California that is pioneering the 
field	of	regenerative	medicine.

Salvatore (Sam) Privitera ‘84 was appointed Chief Technical 
Officer	 of	 AtriCure,	 Inc.	 and	 is	 responsible	 for	 research	 and	
development, operations and quality assurance. AtriCure is the 
world	 leader	 in	the	surgical	treatment	of	atrial	fibrillation	and	
stroke prevention. Previously, Sam was the VP of R&D at Bard 
Medical. Sam’s three daughters are studying at the University 
of Cincinnati where his wife is a professor. Sam completed his 
law degree in 2013 and recently had his 45th patent issued.

Jed Dietrich ‘87 (photo, left) 
and his wife Colleen purchased 
a new Hudson Ultimate Super 
Predator 8 oared heavyweight 
rowing shell for the Canisius High 
School rowing team. The boat 
was christened on June 12, 2017 
at the Buffalo Scholastic Rowing 
Association on Ohio Street. The 
boat has been christened the 
“Jed & Colleen Dietrich” rowing 
shell. 

ALUMNI 
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Owen Ortolani ‘11 and a team 
of University at Buffalo School 
of Management MBA students 
earned	 a	 second	 place	 finish	 at	
the prestigious Whitman Case 
Competition at Syracuse University 
in April. (Photo courtesy Susan 
Kahn, UB School of Management. 
Owen is on the far left.) 

Ryan P. O’Keefe ‘13 graduated from Siena College in May 2017 
with a bachelor’s degree in math and minor in physics. Ryan 
has been inducted inducted into the National Honor Society 
for math and physics. He is going on to graduate school and 
continuing his degree in engineering.

Ethan R. Moeller ‘14 was named to the Dean’s List at John 
Carroll University for the Spring 2017 semester. To be eligible for 
the Dean’s List, students must have completed a minimum of 12 
semester hours within one semester and have a quality grade 
point average of at least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale.

Qadree Ollison ‘14 is competing to be the starting running back 
for the University of Pittsburgh football team this fall.

Michael J. Torcello ‘14 made the Dean’s List for a third year at 
the University of Pennsylvania.

Dylan Sabuda ‘15 (photo, above left) and Anthony Taboni 
‘15 (photo, above right)) each received Grace W. Capen 
Academic Awards from the University at Buffalo Women’s Club 
for maintaining 3.95 or above grade point averages at UB. 

Joe Sullivan ‘15 earned a place on the Intercollegiate Rowing 
Association All-Academic team. Joe recently completed his 
sophomore year at Saint Joseph’s University where he is studying 
finance.

Tyrone Wheatley ‘15 was named to the John Mackey Award 
watch list. The award is given annually to the most outstanding 
collegiate tight end in the nation. The winner will be named in 
December. Tyrone plays for the University of Michigan football 
team. 

Dan Dallas ‘16 is with the San Diego Padres’ Arizona Rookie 
League team in Peoria, AZ. After being drafted by the Padres 
last summer, he played in the Padres Futures Game last fall at 
the team’s major league stadium, Petco Park, in San Diego.

Mike Lawley ‘88 played in the 11 Day Power Play—the world’s 
longest hockey game played over 250 consecutive hours from June 
22 – July 3, 2017 in Buffalo. The event raised money for Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute.

Peter J. Merlo ‘88 was also thrilled to be able to play in the above 
mentioned 11 Day Power Play after he was diagnosed with a brain 
tumor in 2006 and told he’d never play hockey again. Peter credits 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute with saving his life.

Peter Cumbo ‘94 owns a commercial video production company in 
Western New York. He has produced video projects for the National 
Football League, National Hockey League, and Major League 
Baseball, as well as New Era. He also recently produced and directed 
a	short	film	with	a	Mother’s	Day	focus	for	Kay	Jewelers.	His	website	is	
www.cumbo.com

Mark Mineo ‘94 has accepted the position of operations manager of 
the Buffalo market for Landmark Health Connect.

Adam Noto ‘00 is the athletic director at Mt. de Sales Academy in 
Baltimore, Maryland.

Santiago Navarro ‘00 (photo, left) 
recently rejoined WSP USA Inc. after 
a short time with the Orleans County 
Department of Planning. At WSP USA 
Inc. Santiago serves as an aviation 
planner working on airport projects 
throughout the northeast, as well as 
transportation infrastructure projects in 
Western New York and beyond. 

John C. Williams ‘02 is an assistant federal public defender in Arkansas 
and	has	worked	on	high	profile	death	row	cases.

Thomas R. Bender, MBA, CFP ‘03	has	joined	the	financial	planning	firm	
of Jensen, Marks, Langer & Vance LLC based in downtown Buffalo.

Vincent Miranda ‘04 was appointed to the Crisis Services, Inc. board 
of directors and the Canisius High School alumni board of governors. 
Vincent is an attorney with Lippes Mathias Wexler Friedman LLP in 
Buffalo.

Mac Cappuccino ‘06	directed	his	first	feature-length	film	in	Buffalo.	
The	film	is	a	dark	comedy	titled	“Malasia.”	Mac	is	based	in	New	York	
City and has worked as a producer on a number of other feature-
length	films.

Brian Joseph ‘06 is taking part in a coast-to-coast bicycle ride across 
the United States in the summer of 2017. The 4,300-mile “Bike the US 
for MS” ride raises money for research to defeat multiple sclerosis.

Gregory C. Voyzey, Jr. ‘07 relocated with his wife Emily to central 
Illinois to continue his career with the Boy Scouts. Greg accepted 
a promotion to director of sales, and his primary task is to grow 
membership.



ALUMNI 
NEWS 

WEDDINGS

James C. Cosgrove ‘89 and Alisa Christina LaPlante were married 
on May 27, 2017 at St. Louis Roman Catholic Church.

Erik Turner ‘01 wed Victoria Palmer during the summer of 2017.

Kevin Kelley ‘05 and Charlene Murray were married on June 30, 
2017 at O’Brien’s Sleepy Hollow in East Aurora.

BIRTHS

Stephen Schottman ‘92 and his wife Jill welcomed their new baby 
girl,	Sofia	Grace	Schottman,	who	was	born	March	2,	2017.

Colin Pratt ‘03 and his wife Laura welcomed their fourth son Cliff 
Shepherd Francis Pratt on July 9, 2017.

Mike Hofer ‘04 and his wife Anna 
welcomed	 the	 first	 addition	 to	 their	
family on April 15, 2017. Their baby girl is 
named Ainsley Jane Hofer. (photo, left)

IN MEMORIAM
We remember alumni of whose passing we’ve 
learned since the spring of 2017.

John T. Curtin ‘39
Raymond F. Wardynski ‘39
Kenneth A. Kelly, Jr. ‘41
Bernard Raimondo ‘43
Robert N. Floss ‘44
Ronald W. Sams, S.J. ‘46
Charles Chester Szczepanski ‘46
Eugene P. Grisanti ‘47
William J. Barrett ‘49
William Gorman, Jr. ‘49
Vincent J. Moore, Jr. ‘49
Earl A. Scheelar ‘49
Albert M. Kraus ‘50
Alan White ‘50 

Andrew Hammerl ’51
Thomas A. Sherby ‘52
Charles Hudson ‘53
Gary N. Smith ‘53
Robert J. Raczynski ‘54
Francis G. Haselbauer ‘55 
Russell A. Fiorella ‘59
David Hayes ’65
W. Michael Urbanski ‘68
Patrick J. Wrafter ‘71
Orest P. Ciolko ‘75
Alan A. Williams ’77
Andrew G. Godfrey ‘89
Ryan G. Wagner ‘09
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Members of the Class of 1957 presented Fr. Ciancimino with a gift for the school during the All-Alumni Bash in June.

TELL US WHAT’S NEW 
·  Started a new job?
·  Got married?
·  Welcomed a baby?
·  Retired?

·  Starred in a play?
·  Won a championship?
·  Launched a business?
·  Celebrated an anniversary?
·  Traveled the world?

Whatever you’ve been up to, your fellow Crusaders 
would like to hear about it. 
To share your news, email CHStoday@canisiushigh.org. 
Photos are encouraged. 

You may also mail news and notes to:
CHS Today
Canisius High School
1180 Delaware Avenue · Buffalo, NY 14209



WELCOME NEW ALUMNI!
ON MAY 18, 2017 IN THE CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM, 210 YOUNG MEN JOINED THE 

BROTHERHOOD OF CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI. CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2017!

GRADUATION
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Open to Growth
Intellectually Competent
Religious
Loving
Committed to Doing Justice

FIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF 
A CANISIUS HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATE AT GRADUATION: 
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THE NEXT STEP
Members	 of	 the	 Class	 of	 2017	 are	 continuing	 their	 education	 at	 some	 of	 the	 finest	

institutions of higher learning. Our 2017 graduates provided documented acceptances 

to the following colleges and universities:

Albany College of    
   Pharmacy
Alfred University
Allegheny College
American University
Arizona State University
Auburn University
Belmont Abbey College
Bentley University
Boston College
Boston University
Bridgewater College
Cabrini University
California College of the  
   Arts
Campbell University
Canisius College
Case Western Reserve  
   University
Catholic University

Central Connecticut State  
   University
Clark University
Clarkson University
Clemson University
College of Charleston
College of the Holy Cross
College of Wooster
Daemen College
Denison University
DePaul University
Drexel University
Duquesne University
D’Youville College
Eckerd College
Elmira College
Elon University
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical  
   University
Fairfield	University

Flagler College
Florida Atlantic University
Florida Southern College
Fordham University
Franciscan University
Franklin & Marshall College
Gannon University
George Mason University
Georgetown University
Harvard University
High Point University
Hobart and William Smith  
   Colleges
Hofstra University
Indiana University
Ithaca College
John Carroll University
Keiser University
Keuka College
Lafayette College

Caleb Blodgett ‘17 was named Mr. Canisius 2017. The title is awarded annually to the senior who, in the estimation of his peers, 
epitomizes all that Canisius High School represents. Caleb is pictured here shaking hands at graduation with the chairman of the board of 
trustees, Robert Reger, Jr. ‘66, with assistant principal Jeanne Whittington looking on.



Andrew Beecher ‘17 won a National Merit Scholarship 
and will attend Fordham University in the fall. This is 
the second consecutive year that a Canisius student has 
been awarded one of these prestigious scholarships. 
Tyler Will ‘16 won a National Merit Scholarship 
last year.
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Lake Forest College
Lehigh University
LeMoyne College
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University Maryland
Maine Maritime Academy
Marietta College
Marist College
Marlboro College
Marquette University
Medaille College
Mercyhurst University
Miami University, Ohio
Michigan State University
Nazareth College
Niagara University
Northeastern University
Oberlin College
Ohio University
Ohio State University
Ohio Wesleyan University
Old Dominion University
Palm Beach Atlantic  
   University
Paul Smith’s College
Penn State Behrend
Pennsylvania State  
   University
Pepperdine University
Providence College
Purdue University
Regis University
Rensselaer Polytechnic  
   Institute
Ringling College of Art &  
   Design
Rochester Institute of  
   Technology
Rose-Hulman Institute of  
   Technology
Saint Anselm College
Saint Bonaventure  
   University
Saint John Fisher College
Saint Joseph’s University
Saint Lawrence University
Saint Louis University
Saint Michael’s College

Saint Peter’s University
San Diego State University
Seton Hall University
Spring Hill College
Springfield	College
Stonehill College
SUNY Albany
SUNY Alfred
SUNY Binghamton
SUNY Brockport
SUNY Buffalo (UB)
SUNY Buffalo State
SUNY Cortland
SUNY Delhi
SUNY Environmental  
   Science & Forestry
SUNY Erie Community  
   College
SUNY Fredonia
SUNY Geneseo
SUNY Maritime
SUNY Niagara County  
   Community College
SUNY Oswego
SUNY Potsdam
SUNY Stony Brook
Syracuse University
Temple University
The King’s College, New  
   York City
Towson University
Tufts University
Union College
University of Alabama
University of Arizona
University of California,  
   Berkeley
University of Colorado,  
   Boulder
University of Dayton
University of Delaware
University of Illinois,    
   Urbana-Champaign
University of Kentucky
University of Maine
University of Maryland,  
   College Park
University of Miami

University of Michigan
University of North  
   Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Notre Dame
University of Oklahoma
University of Pittsburgh
University of Puget Sound
University of Richmond
University of Rochester
University of Scranton
University of South Carolina
University of Tampa
University of Toledo
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
University of Wisconsin- 
   Madison
Vanderbilt University
Villanova University
Wake Forest University
Washington & Jefferson  
   College
Wentworth Institute of  
   Technology
West Virginia University
Worcester Polytechnic  
   Institute
Xavier University


