
Summer Reading Suggestions

The English Department encourages students to read over the summer.  Only English 9
Honors, English 10 Honors, 11 AP Literature, and 12 AP Language require students to read
one or more  specific texts and complete an assignment over the summer and/or at the
beginning of the school year.

To all other English courses that are not AP or Honors level courses, we strongly suggest
that you select a book (or books) over the summer to read for your enjoyment.  Choose a
book to read with a parent or friend so discussions can take place.  Just read!  Below are
recommendations by some of your favorite Canisius teachers. Links to specific reading lists
by genre and interest and level are also included.

Something Wicked This Way Comes
by Ray Bradbury| Fiction
Dr. Kimmel
"A carnival rolls in sometime after the midnight hour on a chill Midwestern October eve,
ushering in Halloween a week before its time. A calliope's shrill siren song beckons to all
with a seductive promise of dreams and youth regained. In this season of dying, Cooger &
Dark's Pandemonium Shadow Show has come to Green Town, Illinois, to destroy every life
touched by its strange and sinister mystery. And two inquisitive boys standing precariously
on the brink of adulthood will soon discover the secret of the satanic raree-show's smoke,
mazes, and mirrors, as they learn all too well the heavy cost of wishes -- and the stuff of
nightmare." (Amazon Review)

The Fire This Time:  A New Generation Speaks about Race Jesmyn Ward, editor |
Nonfiction
Dr. Kimmel
Quoting the back cover:  "In this groundbreaking New York Times bestselling anthology of
essays and poems on race in America, Jesmyn Ward brings together the most important
voices of a new generation. ... This is an essential collection for anyone who wishes to
confront the truth of our nation."  [Dr. Kimmel has used essays from this collection for the
AP 12 curriculum.]

Whale Talk
by Chris Crutcher | Fiction
Mrs. Beckwith
There's bad news and good news about the Cutter High School swim team. The bad news is
that they don't have a pool. The good news is that only one of them can swim anyway.



Bestselling author Chris Crutcher’s controversial and acclaimed novel follows a group of
outcasts as they take on inequality and injustice in their high school.

Mr. Ives’ Christmas
by Oscar Hijuelos | Fiction
Mrs. Beckwith
In New York, a father's worst nightmare arrives just before Christmas when Edward Ives
learns his son Robert, 17, was murdered in the street for $10 by another teenager. The
novel describes his coming to terms with his loss. Mr. Ives finds himself lost without his son,
doubting not only the foundations of his life but his belief in God. Overwhelmed by grief and
threatened with a loss of faith in humankind, Ives must wrestle with his doubts and
struggle to regain spiritual peace, perhaps even embracing the troubled young man who
stole Robert's promising life.

Murder on the Orient Express
by Agatha Christie | Fiction
Mrs. Beckwith
Just after midnight, the famous Orient Express is stopped in its tracks by a snowdrift. By
morning, the millionaire Simon Ratchett lies dead in his compartment, stabbed a dozen
times, his door locked from the inside. One of his fellow passengers must be the murderer.
Isolated by the storm and with a killer in their midst, detective Hercule Poirot must find the
killer amongst a dozen of the dead man's enemies, before the murderer decides to strike
again...

Maus
by Art Speigleman | Graphic novel
Mrs. Beckwith
In the first of two books in the Maus series, Art Spiegelman creatively uses animal
characters to tell the story of his father as he went from living peacefully in pre-war Poland
to finding himself at the gates of Auschwitz in 1944. His deeply emotional story and
easy-to-follow style draw you into the book and never let you put it down. Part II is also
available in our library.

Persepolis
by Marjane Sartrapi | Graphic novel
Mrs. Beckwith
Marjane Satrapi’s graphic novel, an autobiography that describes growing up in Tehran,
Iran, during the era of the 1979 Iranian Revolution. Primary themes of interest to high
schoolers: graphic novels, Iranian culture, politics and religion, war.



American Born Chinese
by Gene Luen Yang | Graphic novel
Mrs. Beckwith
A tour-de-force by rising indy comics star Gene Yang, American Born Chinese tells the story
of three apparently unrelated characters: Jin Wang, who moves to a new neighborhood with
his family only to discover that he's the only Chinese-American student at his new school;
the powerful Monkey King, subject of one of the oldest and greatest Chinese fables; and
Chin-Kee, a personification of the ultimate negative Chinese stereotype, who is ruining his
cousin Danny's life with his yearly visits. Their lives and stories come together with an
unexpected twist in this action-packed modern fable. American Born Chinese is an amazing
ride, all the way up to the astonishing climax.

The Boys in the Boat
by Daniel James Brown | Nonfiction
Mrs. Beckwith
It was an unlikely quest from the start. With a team composed of the sons of loggers,
shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of Washington’s eight-oar crew team was
never expected to defeat the elite teams of the East Coast and Great Britain, yet they did,
going on to shock the world by defeating the German team rowing for Adolf Hitler. The
emotional heart of the tale lies with Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects, who
rows not only to regain his shattered self-regard but also to find a real place for himself in
the world. Drawing on the boys’ own journals and vivid memories of a once-in-a-lifetime
shared dream, Brown has created an unforgettable portrait of an era, a celebration of a
remarkable achievement, and a chronicle of one extraordinary young man’s personal quest.

David and Goliath by Malcolm Gladwell | Nonfiction
Mrs. Beckwith
Explore the power of the underdog in Malcolm Gladwell's dazzling examination of success,
motivation, and the role of adversity in shaping our lives.
Three thousand years ago on a battlefield in ancient Palestine, a shepherd boy felled a
mighty warrior with nothing more than a stone and a sling, and ever since then the names
of David and Goliath have stood for battles between underdogs and giants. David's victory
was improbable and miraculous. He shouldn't have won. Or should he have?

A River Runs Through It
by Norman Maclean |Fiction
Mrs. Hogan
“Based on Norman Maclean's childhood experiences, A River Runs Through It has
established itself as one of the most moving stories of our time; it captivates readers with



vivid descriptions of life along Montana's Big Blackfoot River and its near magical blend of
fly fishing with the troubling affections of the heart.” (Amazon Reviews)

Bleachers
by John Grisham | Fiction
Mrs. Hogan
“High school All-American Neely Crenshaw was probably the best quarterback ever to play
for the legendary Messina Spartans. Fifteen years have gone by since those glory days, and
Neely has come home to Messina to bury Coach Eddie Rake, the man who molded the
Spartans into an unbeatable football dynasty. As Coach Rake's 'boys' sit in the bleachers
waiting for the dimming field lights to signal his passing, they replay the old glories, and try
to decide once and for all whether they love Eddie Rake – or hate him. For Neely Crenshaw,
still struggling to come to terms with his explosive relationship with the Coach, his dreams
of a great career in the NFL, and the choices he made as a young man, the stakes could not
be higher.” (Goodreads)

The Time Machine
by HG Wells | Fiction
Mrs. Hogan
“Published in 1895, Wells is generally credited with the popularisation of the concept of
time travel by using a vehicle that allows an operator to travel purposefully and selectively.
The term "time machine", coined by Wells, is now universally used to refer to such a vehicle.
This work is an early example of the Dying Earth subgenre.The portion of the novel that
sees the Time Traveller in a distant future where the sun is huge and red also places The
Time Machine within the realm of Eschatology; that is the study of the end times, the end of
the world, and the ultimate destiny of mankind.The Time Machine has since been adapted
into two feature films of the same name, as well as two television versions, and a large
number of comic book adaptations. It has also indirectly inspired many more works of
fiction in many media.” (Amazon Review)

All American Boys
by Jason Reynolds | Fiction
Mrs. Hogan
A 2016 Coretta Scott King Author Honor book, and recipient of the Walter Dean Myers
Award for Outstanding Children’s Literature.
In this New York Times bestselling novel, two teens—one black, one white—grapple with
the repercussions of a single violent act that leaves their school, their community, and,
ultimately, the country bitterly divided by racial tension.



Stamped: Racism, Anti Racism, and You
by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X.Kendi | Nonfiction
Mrs. Hogan
“This is NOT a history book.
This is a book about the here and now.
A book to help us better understand why we are where we are.
A book about race.
The construct of race has always been used to gain and keep power, to create dynamics that
separate and silence. This remarkable reimagining of Dr. Ibram X. Kendi's National Book
Award-winning Stamped from the Beginning reveals the history of racist ideas in America,
and inspires hope for an antiracist future. It takes you on a race journey from then to now,
shows you why we feel how we feel, and why the poison of racism lingers. It also proves
that while racist ideas have always been easy to fabricate and distribute, they can also be
discredited.

Through a gripping, fast-paced, and energizing narrative written by beloved award-winner
Jason Reynolds, this book shines a light on the many insidious forms of racist ideas--and on
ways readers can identify and stamp out racist thoughts in their daily lives.” (Amazon
Review)

Unbroken
By Laura Hillenbrand | Nonfiction
Mrs. Hogan
“In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled
his defiance into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin
Olympics. But when World War II began, the athlete became an airman, embarking on a
journey that led to a doomed flight on a May afternoon in 1943. When his Army Air Forces
bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini survived, adrift on a
foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping
sharks, thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the
limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with
hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy,
would be suspended on the fraying wire of his will.” (Amazon Review)

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children
by Ransom Riggs | Fiction (series)
Mrs. Hogan
“A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage.  A strange collection of very curious
photographs. It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children, an
unforgettable novel that mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling reading experience. As



our story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote
island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine’s
Home for Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it
becomes clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have been
dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted island for good reason. And
somehow—impossible though it seems—they may still be alive. A spine-tingling fantasy
illustrated with haunting vintage photography, Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children
will delight adults, teens, and anyone who relishes an adventure in the shadows.” (Amazon
Review)

All the Light We Cannot See
by Anthony Doerr | Fiction
Mrs. Hogan
“This highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning author of Cloud Cuckoo Land, the beautiful,
stunningly ambitious instant New York Times bestseller about a blind French girl and a
German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to survive the devastation
of World War II.”  (Amazon Review)

The Devil in the White City
by Erik Larson (any novels by Larson are great for historical fiction lovers) | Fiction
Mrs. Hogan
“Larson imbues the incredible events surrounding the 1893 Chicago World's Fair with such
drama that readers may find themselves checking the book's categorization to be sure that
The Devil in the White City is not, in fact, a highly imaginative novel. Larson tells the stories
of two men: Daniel H. Burnham, the architect responsible for the fair's construction, and
H.H. Holmes, a serial killer masquerading as a charming doctor. Burnham's challenge was
immense. In a short period of time, he was forced to overcome the death of his partner and
numerous other obstacles to construct the famous ‘White City’ around which the fair was
built. His efforts to complete the project, and the fair's incredible success, are skillfully
related along with entertaining appearances by such notables as Buffalo Bill Cody, Susan B.
Anthony, and Thomas Edison. The activities of the sinister Dr. Holmes, who is believed to be
responsible for scores of murders around the time of the fair, are equally remarkable. He
devised and erected the World's Fair Hotel, complete with crematorium and gas chamber,
near the fairgrounds and used the event as well as his own charismatic personality to lure
victims. Combining the stories of an architect and a killer in one book, mostly in alternating
chapters, seems like an odd choice but it works.” (Amazon Review)



A Thousand Splendid Suns
by Khaled Hosseini | Fiction
Mrs. Hogan
“Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, Mariam and
Laila are two women brought jarringly together by war, by loss and by fate. As they endure
the ever escalating dangers around them-in their home as well as in the streets of
Kabul-they come to form a bond that makes them both sisters and mother-daughter to each
other, and that will ultimately alter the course not just of their own lives but of the next
generation. With heart-wrenching power and suspense, Hosseini shows how a woman's
love for her family can move her to shocking and heroic acts of self-sacrifice, and that in the
end it is love, or even the memory of love, that is often the key to survival.” (Goodreads)

Darius the Great is Not Okay
by Adib Khorram | Fiction
Ms. Taylor
“Darius Kellner speaks better Klingon than Farsi, and he knows more about Hobbit social
cues than Persian ones. He’s a Fractional Persian—half, his mom’s side—and his first-ever
trip to Iran is about to change his life.
Darius has never really fit in at home, and he’s sure things are going to be the same in Iran.
His clinical depression doesn’t exactly help matters, and trying to explain his medication to
his grandparents only makes things harder. Then Darius meets Sohrab, the boy next door,
and everything changes. Soon, they’re spending their days together, playing soccer, eating
faludeh, and talking for hours on a secret rooftop overlooking the city’s skyline. Sohrab calls
him Darioush—the original Persian version of his name—and Darius has never felt more
like himself than he does now that he’s Darioush to Sohrab.
Adib Khorram’s brilliant debut is for anyone who’s ever felt not good enough—then met a
friend who makes them feel so much better than okay.” (Amazon)

On the Come Up
by Angie Thomas | Fiction
Ms. Taylor
“Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. Or at least make it
out of her neighborhood one day. As the daughter of an underground rap legend who died
before he hit big, Bri’s got big shoes to fill. But now that her mom has unexpectedly lost her
job, food banks and shutoff notices are as much a part of Bri’s life as beats and rhymes. With
bills piling up and homelessness staring her family down, Bri no longer just wants to make
it—she has to make it.
On the Come Up is Angie Thomas’s homage to hip-hop, the art that sparked her passion for
storytelling and continues to inspire her to this day. It is the story of fighting for your



dreams, even as the odds are stacked against you; of the struggle to become who you are
and not who everyone expects you to be; and of the desperate realities of poor and
working-class black families.” (Goodreads)

Challenger Deep
by Neal Shusterman | Fiction
Ms. Taylor
Caden Bosch is on a ship that's headed for the deepest point on Earth: Challenger Deep, the
southern part of the Marianas Trench.

Challenger Deep is a deeply powerful and personal novel from one of today's most admired
writers for teens. Laurie Halse Anderson, award-winning author of Speak, calls Challenger
Deep “a brilliant journey across the dark sea of the mind; frightening, sensitive, and
powerful. Simply extraordinary." (Amazon)

The Nickel Boys
by Colson Whitehead | Fiction
Ms. Taylor
“In this Pulitzer Prize-winning, New York Times bestselling follow-up to The Underground
Railroad, Colson Whitehead brilliantly dramatizes another strand of American history
through the story of two boys unjustly sentenced to a hellish reform school in Jim Crow-era
Florida.
When Elwood Curtis, a black boy growing up in 1960s Tallahassee, is unfairly sentenced to
a juvenile reformatory called the Nickel Academy, he finds himself trapped in a grotesque
chamber of horrors. Elwood’s only salvation is his friendship with fellow “delinquent”
Turner, which deepens despite Turner’s conviction that Elwood is hopelessly naive, that the
world is crooked, and that the only way to survive is to scheme and avoid trouble. As life at
the Academy becomes ever more perilous, the tension between Elwood’s ideals and
Turner’s skepticism leads to a decision whose repercussions will echo down the decades.
Based on the real story of a reform school that operated for 111 years and warped the lives
of thousands of children, The Nickel Boys is a devastating, driven narrative that showcases a
great American novelist writing at the height of his powers and “should further cement
Whitehead as one of his generation's best" (Entertainment Weekly).” (Amazon)

Alexander Hamilton
by Ron Chernow | Nonfiction
Mr. Walters
“Chernow’s biography is not just a portrait of Hamilton, but the story of America’s birth
seen through its most central figure. At a critical time to look back to our roots, Alexander



Hamilton will remind readers of the purpose of our institutions and our heritage as
Americans.” (Amazon Review)

The Boys of Summer
by Roger Kahn | Nonfiction
Fr. Zanoni
While the story deals with the Brooklyn Dodger players of the 1950s, it is about the players
after their playing days, and offers a realistic slice of humanity.  Not everything is wine and
roses.  Rather well written for a sports book.

Dread Nation
by Justina Ireland | Fiction
Mrs. Conley
“Jane McKeene was born two days before the dead began to walk the battlefields of
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania—derailing the War Between the States and changing the nation
forever.

In this new America, safety for all depends on the work of a few, and laws like the Native
and Negro Education Act require certain children attend combat schools to learn to put
down the dead.

But there are also opportunities—and Jane is studying to become an Attendant, trained in
both weaponry and etiquette to protect the well-to-do. It's a chance for a better life for
Negro girls like Jane. After all, not even being the daughter of a wealthy white Southern
woman could save her from society’s expectations.

But that’s not a life Jane wants. Almost finished with her education at Miss Preston's School
of Combat in Baltimore, Jane is set on returning to her Kentucky home and doesn’t pay
much mind to the politics of the eastern cities, with their talk of returning America to the
glory of its days before the dead rose.

But when families around Baltimore County begin to go missing, Jane is caught in the
middle of a conspiracy, one that finds her in a desperate fight for her life against some
powerful enemies.

And the restless dead, it would seem, are the least of her problems.” (Amazon)

The Road
by Cormac McCarthy | Fiction
Mrs. Conley
“Set in the smoking ashes of a postapocalyptic America, Cormac McCarthy’s The Road tells
the story of a man and his son’s journey toward the sea and an uncertain salvation. The
world they pass through is a ghastly vision of scorched countryside and blasted cities ‘held



by cores of blackened looters who tunneled among the ruins and crawled from the rubble
white of tooth and eye carrying charred and anonymous tins of food in nylon nets like
shoppers in the commissaries of hell’ [p. 181]. It is a starved world, all plant and animal life
dead or dying, some of the few human survivors even eating each other alive.
The father and son move through the ruins searching for food and shelter, trying to keep
safe from murderous, roving bands. They have only a pistol to defend themselves, the
clothes they are wearing, a cart of scavenged food–and each other.
Awesome in the totality of its vision, The Road is an unflinching meditation on the worst
and the best that we are capable of: ultimate destructiveness, desperate tenacity, and the
tenderness that keeps two people alive in the face of total devastation.” (Penguin Random
House)

Internment
by Samira Ahmed | Fiction
Mrs. Conley
“Rebellions are built on hope.
Set in a horrifying near-future United States, seventeen-year-old Layla Amin and her
parents are forced into an internment camp for Muslim American citizens.

With the help of newly made friends also trapped within the internment camp, her
boyfriend on the outside, and an unexpected alliance, Layla begins a journey to fight for
freedom, leading a revolution against the camp's Director and his guards.

Heart-racing and emotional, Internment challenges readers to fight complicit silence that
exists in our society today.” (Amazon)

Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood
by Trevor Noah | Nonfiction
Mrs. Conley
“Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show
began with a criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black
Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was punishable by five years in prison. Living
proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of
his life, bound by the extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to hide him from
a government that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated by the end of
South Africa’s tyrannical white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure,
living openly and freely and embracing the opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle.

Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young man
as he struggles to find himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist. It is also



the story of that young man’s relationship with his fearless, rebellious, and fervently
religious mother—his teammate, a woman determined to save her son from the cycle of
poverty, violence, and abuse that would ultimately threaten her own life.” (Amazon)

Patron Saints of Nothing
by Randy Ribay | Fiction
Mrs. Conley
“Jay Reguero plans to spend the last semester of his senior year playing video games before
heading to the University of Michigan in the fall. But when he discovers that his Filipino
cousin Jun was murdered as part of President Duterte's war on drugs, and no one in the
family wants to talk about what happened, Jay travels to the Philippines to find out the real
story.

Hoping to uncover more about Jun and the events that led to his death, Jay is forced to
reckon with the many sides of his cousin before he can face the whole horrible truth -- and
the part he played in it.

As gripping as it is lyrical, Patron Saints of Nothing is a page-turning portrayal of the
struggle to reconcile faith, family, and immigrant identity.” (Amazon)

The Illustrated Man
by Ray Bradbury | Fiction
Mrs. Monica
“Bradbury presents himself as a nameless narrator who meets the Illustrated Man--a
wanderer whose entire body is a living canvas of exotic tattoos. What's even more
remarkable, and increasingly disturbing, is that the illustrations are themselves magically
alive, and each proceeds to unfold its own story, such as "The Veldt," wherein rowdy
children take a game of virtual reality way over the edge. Or "Kaleidoscope," a
heartbreaking portrait of stranded astronauts about to reenter our atmosphere--without
the benefit of a spaceship. Or “Zero Hour,” in which invading aliens have discovered a most
logical ally--our own children.”

The Once and Future King
by T H White | Fiction
Mrs. Monica
“T.H White′s masterful retelling of the Arthurian legend is an abiding classic. Here all five
volumes that make up the story are published in one volume, as White himself always
wished. Exquisite comedy offsets the tragedy of Arthur′s personal doom as White brings to
life the major British epic of all time with brilliance, grandeur, warmth and charm.”



The Eye of the Needle
by Ken Follett | Fiction
Mrs. Monica
“One enemy spy knows the secret to the Allies' greatest deception, a brilliant aristocrat and
ruthless assassin -- code name: "The Needle" -- who holds the key to ultimate Nazi victory.
Only one person stands in his way: a lonely Englishwoman on an isolated island, who is
beginning to love the killer who has mysteriously entered her life. All will come to a
terrifying conclusion in Ken Follett's unsurpassed and unforgettable masterwork of
suspense, intrigue, and the dangerous machinations of the human heart.”

In Cold Blood
by Truman Capote  | Nonfiction
Mr. Ahrens
“The most famous true crime novel of all time and one of the first non-fiction novels
ever written; In Cold Blood is the bestseller that haunted its author long after he
finished writing it. “
“On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members of the Clutter
family were savagely murdered by blasts from a shotgun held a few inches from their faces.
There was no apparent motive for the crime, and there were almost no clues.” (Amazon)

They Call Me Coach
by John Wooden | Nonfiction
Mr. Ahrens
“The legendary UCLA coach talks about his life, his players, and his winning philosophies in
this bestselling autobiography.”  (Amazon)

Homecoming
by Cynthia Voigt  | Fiction
Mr. Ahrens
“Homecoming, set in the very early 1980s, tells the story of four siblings aged between six
and thirteen, whose mother abandons them one summer afternoon in their car next to a
shopping mall.” (Amazon)

1984
by George Orwell | Fiction
Mr. Ahrens
“George’s Orwell’s bleak, dystopian novel depicts the dangers of totalitarianism, warning
against a world governed by propaganda, surveillance and censorship.”  (Amazon)



Iacocca: An Autobiography
by Lee Iaccoca | Nonfiction
Mr. Ahrens
“He’s an American legend, a straight-shooting businessman who brought Chrysler back
from the brink and in the process became a media celebrity, newsmaker, and a man many
had urged to run for president.”  *Adult Language (Amazon)

All Quiet on the Western Front (WWI)
by Erich Maria Remarque| Fiction
Mr. Siuta
“Considered by many the greatest war novel of all time, All Quiet on the Western Front is
Erich Maria Remarque’s masterpiece of the German experience during World War I.

I am young, I am twenty years old; yet I know nothing of life but despair, death, fear, and
fatuous superficiality cast over an abyss of sorrow. . . .
This is the testament of Paul Bäumer, who enlists with his classmates in the German army
during World War I. They become soldiers with youthful enthusiasm. But the world of duty,
culture, and progress they had been taught breaks in pieces under the first bombardment in
the trenches.

Through years of vivid horror, Paul holds fast to a single vow: to fight against the principle of
hate that meaninglessly pits young men of the same generation but different uniforms against
one another . . .  if only he can come out of the war alive.” (Amazon Review)

Lord of the Flies
by William Golding | Fiction
Mr. Siuta
At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a
group of schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to
celebrate. This far from civilization they can do anything they want. Anything. But as order
collapses, as strange howls echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of
adventure seems as far removed from reality as the hope of being rescued.

April 1865
by Jay Winik | Nonfiction
Mr. Siuta
One month in 1865 witnessed the frenzied fall of Richmond, a daring last-ditch Southern
plan for guerrilla warfare, Lee's harrowing retreat, and then, Appomattox. It saw Lincoln's
assassination just five days later and a near-successful plot to decapitate the Union



government, followed by chaos and coup fears in the North, collapsed negotiations and
continued bloodshed in the South, and finally, the start of national reconciliation.

In the end, April 1865 emerged as not just the tale of the war's denouement, but the story
of the making of our nation.

Jay Winik offers a brilliant new look at the Civil War's final days that will forever change the
way we see the war's end and the nation's new beginning. Uniquely set within the larger
sweep of history and filled with rich profiles of outsize figures, fresh iconoclastic
scholarship, and a gripping narrative, this is a masterful account of the thirty most pivotal
days in the life of the United States.

Manhunt-12 Day to Catch Lincoln’s Killer
James L. Swanson | Nonfiction
Mr. Siuta

“The murder of Abraham Lincoln set off the greatest manhunt in American history--the
pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth. From April 14 to April 26, 1865, the assassin led
Union cavalry troops on a wild, 12-day chase from the streets of Washington, D.C., across
the swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia, while the nation, still reeling from
the just-ended Civil War, watched in horror and sadness.

Based on rare archival materials, obscure trial transcripts, and Lincoln’s own blood relics
Manhunt is a fully documented, fascinating tale of murder, intrigue, and betrayal. A gripping
hour-by-hour account told through the eyes of the hunted and the hunters, it is history as
it’s never been read before.” (Amazon Review)

1776
by David McCullough | Nonfiction
Mr. Siuta
“In this masterful book, David McCullough tells the intensely human story of those who
marched with General George Washington in the year of the Declaration of
Independence—when the whole American cause was riding on their success, without
which all hope for independence would have been dashed and the noble ideals of the
Declaration would have amounted to little more than words on paper.

Based on extensive research in both American and British archives, 1776 is a powerful
drama written with extraordinary narrative vitality. It is the story of Americans in the
ranks, men of every shape, size, and color, farmers, schoolteachers, shoemakers,
no-accounts, and mere boys turned soldiers. And it is the story of the King’s men, the



British commander, William Howe, and his highly disciplined redcoats who looked on their
rebel foes with contempt and fought with a valor too little known.” (Amazon Review)

Reading List Links:
New York Public Library: Teen Book Lists
Modern Library Top 100 Novels
Modern Library Top 100 Nonfiction
Advanced Placement List of Novels Tested Since 1971

https://www.nypl.org/books-more/recommendations/best-books/teens
https://www.modernlibrary.com/top-100/
https://www.modernlibrary.com/top-100/100-best-nonfiction/
https://www.crowleyisdtx.org/cms/lib5/TX01917780/Centricity/Domain/882/AP%20lit-%201971-2017-Titles%20from%20Open%20Response%20Questions.pdf

