
Canisius High School  
English 9 Honors       Summer Reading 2019 

 
Dear English 9 Honors student,  
 
I’m a voracious reader, and my goal is to read at least ten books this summer. I won’t hold you to that 
standard, but I do hope you will find books that you enjoy on this list I’ve prepared for you. I’d like you to 
choose TWO books total. Each book should be from a different category. Keep an open mind. Think about 
trying a genre that you’ve never read before. Some of the books on the list are definitely more challenging 
than others. It’s up to you whether you want to challenge yourself or to enjoy some lighter reading. Whatever 
books you choose, try reading for the love of language and stories. Immerse yourself in the beauty of the 
poetry and/or prose, and come to class in September ready to share your thoughts on what you’ve read in the 
form of discussion and writing.   
 
I can’t wait to meet you in September and to hear all about your reading experience. Enjoy! 
 
Sincerely,  
Ms. Taylor 
English 9 Honors Instructor 
 

Choose TWO books total. Each book should be from a different category.  
 
Drama 
 
Note: Both of these plays will be performed this summer at Shakespeare in Delaware Park. If you choose to 
challenge yourself with some Shakespeare this summer, definitely check out a performance. These plays are 
meant to be experienced on the stage, not just read in a book!  
 
The Tempest by William Shakespeare (ISBN 978-0743482837) 
 
 Thought to be one of Shakespeare’s final plays, The Tempest is a romance, although probably not in 

the sense you are imagining. In the world of Shakespeare, the “romances” blend comedy and tragedy, 
often contain some elements of magic, and end happily. This particular romance opens with a storm 
that causes a shipwreck. This isn’t just any storm. It was created by the sorcerer Prospero, former 
duke of Milan, whose power was usurped by his brother, who just happens to be on board the ship 
and is stranded on an island. Prospero just wants his former power restored. Well, that, and to marry 
off his daughter Miranda. To what lengths will he go to get what he wants? 

 
Love’s Labor’s Lost by William Shakespeare (ISBN 978-0743484923) 
 
 Shakespeare’s comedies, which I confess to loving more than his tragedies, are often outlandish, silly, 

and full of misunderstandings, trickery, and foolishness in love. What could be better? In this 
particular comedy, the King of Navarre and his three lords swear an oath to study and avoid women 
for three years. When the beautiful princess of France and her three ladies arrive for very important 
business, however, this oath proves increasingly difficult to uphold. The king and his lords set out to 
woo the women, but these savvy ladies are a force to be reckoned with.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Poetry  
 
101 Great American Poems by the American Poetry and Literacy Project (ISBN 978-0486401584) 
 
 This collection highlights the greatest American poems of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

Some of the poems may be a bit challenging, but they are all worthwhile and part of our cultural 
history. I hope you enjoy some of my favorites: “Peace” by Sara Teasdale, “Birches” by Robert Frost, 
“Hope is the thing with feathers” by Emily Dickinson, “Fog” by Carl Sandburg, and everything by 
Langston Hughes.  

 
Dog Songs by Mary Oliver (ISBN 978-0143125839) 
 
 Mary Oliver, my all-time favorite poet, passed away earlier this year. She left behind a stunningly 

beautiful life’s work. I love her poetry for its simplicity, its accessibility for even those not inclined to 
read poetry, and its ability to capture the phenomenal and the spiritual in the ordinary, in the natural 
world, and in human beings. This collection will resonate powerfully with those of you who are true 
dog lovers.  

  
 
Nonfiction 
 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba (ISBN 978-0147510426) 
 
 This is a deeply inspiring memoir about a young man from Malawi who defeats tremendous odds, 

including drought, hunger, and a lack of educational resources, to bring electricity and running water 
to his village. A must read for science lovers and for dreamers. If you choose this book, definitely 
check out the new Netflix film and Kamkwamba’s TED talks as well. Just make sure you read the 
book first! (https://www.ted.com/speakers/william_kamkwamba) 

 
Mind and Matter by John Urschel and Louisa Thomas (ISBN 978-0735224865) 
 
 In this thoughtful memoir, Canisius High School graduate and former NFL player John Urschel 

shares the journey that led him to life as a mathematician and professional football player. What I 
love most about John’s book is the evident passion that he has for both of these distinct aspects of 
himself. I taught John when he was a freshman, just like you. I think you’ll find that his story will 
inspire you to dream big and to find your own passion, starting now. This book is a must for math 
lovers and/or football fans.   

  
 
 
Classic Fiction 
 
The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (ISBN  978-0486282145) 
 
 If you love mysteries or crime stories, give this classic Sherlock Holmes novel a try. Originally 

published in 1902, this book was voted one of Britain’s best loved novels in the BBC’s The Big Read 
poll. The story focuses on Sherlock Holmes investigating a murder that some attribute to a 
mysterious curse that has plagued the Baskerville family since the time of the English Civil War. The 
dark and dreary English moor is the perfect setting for this eerie tale.  

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë (ISBN 978-0553211405) 
 
 Although this novel may sound daunting, don’t count it out! If you need a bit of incentive, you 

should know that it has appeared several times on the AP English Literature exam. More 
importantly, it’s one of the best novels ever written. Groundbreaking at its publication in 1847, the 
novel is the first-person narrative of the life of Jane Eyre, an orphan turned governess turned 
independent woman. Jane faces abuse and tremendous hardship and is one of the strongest, smartest 
characters you’ll ever meet. If all of that’s not enough, you are certain to enjoy the Gothic elements 
that add an intriguing and mysterious layer to her story.  

 
 
Contemporary Young Adult Fiction 
 
All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely (ISBN 978-1481463348) 
 
 Note: This book contains some strong language and violence. Be sure that you are mature enough to 

handle this selection and that your parents approve of your reading it.  
 
 What I love about this book is its unique structure and point of view. It’s written by two different 

authors, and the chapters alternate between the points of view of a young black man and a young 
white man whose lives are affected in very different ways by police brutality. Timely and powerful, 
this novel serves as both a lesson in empathy and a call to action.  

 
Darius the Great is Not Okay by Adib Khorram (ISBN 978-0525552963) 
 
 In this beautifully written coming-of-age story, high school sophomore, tea lover, and Trekkie Darius 

Kellner doesn’t feel like he fits in at school or in his own family. He’s struggling with depression, he’s 
a bit overweight, and he can’t seem to find a way to truly connect with his demanding dad. Things 
change dramatically for Darius when his family travels to Iran to visit his dying grandfather. The trip 
teaches him about his family and how he fits into it in ways that he never expected. And he meets the 
best friend he’s ever had, Sohrab, who shows him what true friendship is and how to be comfortable 
in his own skin.  

 
 

Notes to Parents 
 

• Both Shakespearean plays, The Hound of the Baskervilles, and Jane Eyre are all in the public domain and 
available for free on iBooks. 

• Please be aware of my note about All American Boys. If you want more information, I find a website 
called Common Sense Media (commonsensemedia.org) helpful when considering the 
appropriateness of books for high school students.  

• You might want to consider reading books along with your son this summer. I promise that you’ll 
have some great conversations! 


